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CLUB EVENTS

Cover photo

For sale

Kevin Sarjeant competing in the
Motorkhana.

February

“Call it MGA” by Piers Hubbard & Roger Martin
Copy 62/251
Contact Brian Reid 03 434 8680 A.H. 03 434 3043

Sat/Sun 4,5

Skope meeting

021 421 829. reid.br@xtra.co.nz

Monday 6

Okains Bay

Wednesday 15

Triple M run

Contents

Sunday 19

Sunset run

Club contacts

2

Mon-Sun 20 –26

Pre 56 Whanganui

President’s report

3

Editorial

4

Club Captain’s report

5

Member interview

6

A visit to Abingdon

10

March

New Members
Don & Jill Lyall

Christchurch

MGA

Andrew Moss & Brenda Banning

Christchurch

MGBV8

Warren & Marilyn Harrington

Hanmer Springs

MG TF

A very warm welcome to the club.
We hope to see you often, enjoying the Marque of Friendship.
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Friday 3

Club night

Triple M November

12

Sunday 12

Last of the summer wine

Christmas dinner

14

Wednesday 15

Triple M run

Obituary - Shirley Inwood

15

Coming events

16

A Surprising Racing Driver

18

Hubert Charles - Engineer
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Club night

Motorkhana

30

TBC

Kimber run

Classifieds/new members
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Easter 14-17

Classic Fighters Blenheim

Wednesday 19

Triple M run

New Year’s Day Picnic at Little River
MG CAR CLUB (CANTERBURY CENTRE)
P.O. Box 1775, CHRISTCHURCH 8140
Editor : david.blackwell@xtra.co.nz
Secretary: mgservicecentre@xtra.co.nz
MGCC (CANTERBURY CENTRE) WEBSITE: www.mgcarclubcanterbury.nz
MGCC (NZ) WEBSITE: www.mgcarclub.org.nz
OUR BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER: 02-0865-0020158-00 (BNZ Armagh St Branch)
CLOSING DATE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE: March 4
Page 32

Page 1

CLUB CONTACTS

MOTORKHANA

PRESIDENT

COMMITTEE

Shirley Johnson (David)

Tony Reid (Sandra)

H 332 5776 M 027 2442520

M 021 243 7412

johnsonds@xtra.co.nz

frame-reid@clear.net.nz
Trevor Ingham

VICE PRESIDENT

H 358 4021

Stuart Castle (Tessa)

trevor.ingham@ieee.org

H 358 2095 M 021 431 250

Leonid Itskovich (Elena)

stuartmcastle@hotmail.com

H 358 5990
egglsi@yahoo.com

SECRETARY

Bob McIntosh (Lesley)

Jenny Steere (Lawrie)

H 384 5425 M 021 0871 8057

H 03 3120173 B 365 0151 M 0272212807

bobmc@snap.net.nz

mgservicecentre@xtra.co.nz

Ted Clarke (Barbara)
H 980 8596 M 021 987 527

CLUB CAPTAIN

tedbarbclarke@yahoo.co.nz

Sandra Frame (Tony)

REGALIA

M 022 302 2622

Frank Sin (Iris)

Framereid229@gmail.com

H 347 9338 M 021 0232669

MAGAZINE EDITOR

fytsin@gmail.com

David Blackwell, QSM. (Val)

SPARES

H 332 6564 M 027 4329 345

Stu Moore

david.blackwell@xtra.co.nz

H 332 4421 M 027 332 4422
stu.moore@xtra.co.nz

WEBSITE EDITOR
ARCHIVES

David Provan (Margaret)

John McDonald (Susan)

H 339 0222 M 021 1841 803

H 355 7515

provan@actrix.co.nz

jwilliammcdonald@xtra.co.nz

REGIONAL CONTACTS
Ashburton
Auckland
Marlborough
Nelson
Timaru

Bronwyn McMurtrie &
Andrew Hewitt
94 Beach Road, Ashburton.
John & Brenda Hancock 36 Island View Road, RD1, Papakura.
Bill & Loreen Brehaut
306 Port Underwood Rd, Picton.
Max & Merilyn Clarke
P O Box 7101, Nelson.
Scott & Kris Errington
422 Wai-iti Rd, Timaru.
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03 308 6252
09 299 9764
03 573 6677
03 548 3899
03 686 2521
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

MOTORKHANA
MOTORKHANA – Adams Road, West Melton

Hello again after the holiday season. I hope
it has been both enjoyable and relaxing
either at home or away. Welcome new
members to the MG Marque and those who
are about to join us in the coming events we
have planned for you.

20 November 2016
Results

TIMING SHEET

Name
Noel Barnes
Garry Steere
Stu Moore
Maria Barnes
Roger Foy
Bob McIntosh
Pat O'Connell
Lawrie Steere
Dren Errington
Mark Cumming*
David Proven
Jenny Steere
Di Errington
Frank Sin
Stuart Castle
DNF
Kevin Sarjeant

Car
MGZR
Midget
MGTF
MGZR
MGBGT
MGBGT
MGA
MGA
MGTF
MGA
MGTF
MG3
MGTF
MGB
MGB

A
32.78
33.28
33.19
33.97
36.22
34.19
38.56
36.94
36.40
36.72
38.53
35.69
38.47
38.85
43.13

MGA

39.19

*Pat’s grandson

B
23.09
24.69
26.53
26.35
28.72
27.53
26.93
28.94
28.50
28.75
29.94
31.62
29.50
36.34
36.25

C
25.20
26.10
27.91
26.50
27.15
27.75
27.90
28.75
29.44
29.10
30.25
28.34
31.81
32.97
32.56

D
33.25
32.22
36.19
37.22
35.87
41.34
40.93
40.22
41.16
40.94
42.00
46.85
44.59
48.59
48.59

32.16

51.78

Car

Points

Overall

Noel Barnes

MG ZR

114.32

1 st

Garry Steere

Midget

116.29

2 nd

Stu Moore

MGTF

123.82

3 rd

Total
114.32
116.29
123.82
124.04
127.96
130.81
134.32
134.85
135.50
135.51
140.72
142.50
144.37
156.75
160.53

Overall Results
Cat.
Overall

Men

Ladies

Name

Noel Barnes

MG ZR

114.32

1 st

Garry Steere

Midget

116.29

2 nd

Stu Moore

MGTF

123.82

3 rd

Maria Barnes

MG ZR

124.04

1 st

Jenny Steere

MG 3

142.50

2 nd

Di Errington

MGTF

144.37

3 rd

Last year ended with a relaxing evening at
Tai Tapu Hotel. Was that you who arrived
by helicopter, or were you one of the Xmas
decorated participants? The New Year
started at Little River domain where the
MGs again outnumbered others in the VCC
well organised day (weather included, being
sheltered from the Nor’wester).
Our motoring involved two trips on the
Lewis Pass route to Blenheim to share
celebrations with our family for Xmas and
welcoming a second great grandson. Traffic
was well behaved with large numbers of
police present plus the fifteen car convoys
precluded most options of passing. Our
Christchurch families all enjoy visiting the holiday places up North too with one of them hitting The
Press for 21 years at Tahunanui camping. Driving took longer but the scenery is great.
We are off to a good start with the MMM run, the President’s BBQ and the concourse, so check
out the coming planned events in the centrefold to see which ones you can be a starter in. Every
one of last years events had good numbers which is an indication of a very good motoring club.
Many other clubs are experiencing poorer turnouts and as the age of cars and drivers increase I
believe programme adjustments and happy friendships help to compensate. Our events and
monthly meetings certainly are proving successful. Pride in our cars and convivial membership is a
good mix. I know we get busy or get overloaded with work, but turning up to support the
committee’s efforts is appreciated. Have you sent Club Captain your e-mail address for contacting
information and latest news yet?
Perhaps you may like to arrange repairs and spit & polish ready for the 2018 National Rally we
are organising in Timaru. Let the committee know any ideas that you would like included in future
enjoyable events. Let us know also of any good events you particularly enjoyed, or improvement
suggestions as we all need feed back.

Shirley Johnson

A great day. Thanks to the time keepers and marshals, and once again, Frank
and Iris for the track.
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PAUL WALBRAN MOTORS

EDITORIAL
The New Year once again started
splendidly with a glorious day of
around 30 degrees for the annual
Vintage Car Club picnic at Little River.
Naturally a huge turnout of MGs.
Sadly, regulars Shirley and Graham
Inwood were not there and just a few
days later Shirley passed away.
There was a very large turnout of MG
people for Shirley’s memorial service
on January 11 which was followed by
an MG cortege of around 25 cars
through central Christchurch to the
Cashmere Club for afternoon tea. It was a moving tribute to a great club member. Di & Dren
Errington have written an obituary taken from their eulogy given at the chapel. This is on
page 15.
Bill and Margaret Hopkins are the feature of this issue’s member interview and I sincerely thank
them for the time they put into the article. As you will read Bill has a lifetime of work ahead of him
with the cars he has waiting for restoration.
Dren Errington, ‘A Visit to Abingdon – way back when’ and John McDonald, ‘A Surprising Racing
Driver’, have again produced fascinating articles and I thank them once again.
I also thank my good friend in the UK, Andy Knott, who helped source the article on Hubert
Charles.
You will have probably noticed that in recent issues we have been getting less and less for the
classified section which is disappointing as I know there are always a lot of member’s cars for
sale. If you have a car or parts for sale please send details to me and I will place them in the
classified section for no cost. We are a very big club and it makes sense that the most likely
buyers will be other club members. Just a photo or two and some words plus your contact details
is all that are needed. Note the deadline for the next issue on page 1.
I spend a lot of time thinking about the balance of the Canterbury MaG to ensure there is always
something of interest for all of our member readers. We always get great feedback from articles
of a technical nature but these are the hardest to secure. If you have some special knowledge or
interest in the technical area please make contact with me as it might just be what we are looking
for. We have the ability to scan photographs and we will even type out handwritten notes if you
do not have access to a computer.
A large contingent of Canterbury members are off to the National Pre56 Rally in Whanganui in
February and we wish them all a safe and enjoyable trip across the ditch.
I look forward to see you at an MG event during the rest of Summer.

David Blackwell
Page 4
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CLUB CAPTAIN’S REPORT

Greetings everyone
I am looking forward to a new year of MGCC
events. Even the questionable weather should
represent summer by the time this MaG is in your
letterbox. With the 2017 MG event calendar
being put in place by the committee, the pressure
is on to keep providing interesting and
challenging events and activities for you all to
enjoy.
Looking back through the last couple of years of
MaGs really does show how active the Club is
and the wonderful level of member support.
Often it is not the regular runs that stand out, but
those that are one-off opportunities or a special
event where our participation has been welcomed.
Diagram from patent application for modified rear
suspension for EX150.
the automotive emissions field from the point of view of fuels, and Charles was designated
Chief Engineer until his retirement in 1968, at the age of 71, living happily and contented until
1982, when he died on 18 January at the age of 88 years.
It was at the Bletchley, Buckinghamshire site, operated at the time by Octel, that I was able to
meet Charles, thanks to an introduction from Syd Enever. Although reluctant to talk about his
time at MG, I was able to elicit a little from him, but it was obvious that, while he respected
Enever and Jackson, and asked after Cousins and others, he had nothing to say about Lord or
Thomas. He felt that the R-type MG was a wasted opportunity, which inspired me to research
the model, and even to try to buy one at one stage.
The man was an imposing figure and spoke fluently and authoritatively on engineering matters,
and after my week with him I felt that I would have been able to work for him, but that never
happened, although in studying his works at Abingdon and his contribution to the overall picture
at MG, I have grown to admire him immensely. During his working life he patented no fewer
than 53 of his works, a remarkable number. I believe he was not always well served by
colleagues he trusted, which probably did not fit him for the highest levels of management,
where one needed to be ruthless. Charles was an honourable man, some others were not.
He was undoubtedly the brains behind the MG operation and its many successes between
1929 and 1937. His works are to be found even in the SVW and T-series cars of pre-war times.
There was little inspiring about the Morris or Wolseley cars of that period: drive any of them and
you will quickly see what I mean! Yet the cars produced at Abingdon 1936-39 from the same
basic parts are worthy of the ideal of the original MG cars, those of the so-called vintage era,
pre-1929, offering as they did good value for money. Even the TA with its plodding engine has
good handling, and the extra cubic capacity does provide a more relaxing drive that the TripleM cars, which needed to be “rowed along with the gear-lever to get their best”, as Reg Jackson
once said to me. However, from a pure engineering perspective, the making of a world beating
racing car from the Morris Minor was something few others could have achieved. This, coupled
with his works in aeronautical engineering and industrial engineering, surely puts Hubert Noel
Charles amongst the all-time great engineers: truly an engineer extraordinary.
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If you have any bright ideas or hear of an activity that the Club could possibly join in with then
Leonid and I would love to hear about it. These additional opportunities for a great day out
certainly can add further variety to our MG year.
By the time this MaG comes out, all those at the President’s BBQ will have admired the cars
presented for this year’s concours. Just maintaining a MG in top condition and cleanliness makes
all entrants of both the Concours and Pride of Ownership event winners in my mind. These
owners have a pride and passion for their vehicles and are prepared to put in the many hours
work maintaining such a high standard of presentation. They also have an in-depth knowledge of
how their car ‘should’ look. I am convinced these entrants maintain garage-cum-workshops just
as spotless and organised as their cars. To have even one of our garages looking clean and tidy
is something I used to aspire to, but now have accepted the reality that the Frame- Reid garages
are primarily used to store lots of stuff. Mostly, there is room to park cars and if you have a map
and a torch a visitor may find the wine fridge. One day our kids will eventually claim their
possessions then I shall be forced to have a very big clean-up of what is left behind.
As some members are already aware, I maintain a close relationship with my mate Google. In
the lead up to our small concours event, I looked on-line for some information that might fill in a
bit of my MG-knowledge-gap. Up came several MG Car Club concours procedures manuals, one
providing 119-page document of rules and precise information about the correct standard for
each class of MG being judged. I was much relieved when Dren sent me his documentation and
informed me this was all he and David P would be using on the day. Just one page! Talk about
keeping things simple at the Canterbury Club. Bet both Dren and David have neat and tidy
garages too.
Take care sharing the road with all the tourists.

S andra Frame
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springs will serve us for many years to come!” While at Abingdon, he told Kimber, Propert and
Cousins that the experimental department had to be disbanded, and jobs would be found at
Cowley for all technically qualified staff. This included Charles and Enever, Charles being given
the post of ‘Designer, MG cars’, alongside Gerald Palmer, who was responsible for Morris and
Wolseley models. Enever was to be liaison officer with the Abingdon works, but now based at
Cowley, which suited him as he lived closer to Cowley than to Abingdon! Jackson suffered rather
worse initially, being given a job as itinerant works engineer visiting customers suffering
problems with their MG cars.
Charles had patented 10 original ideas while at MG, giving credit to co-workers where
appropriate, as well as contributing so much support to the activities of the Company and its
customers.

Bill and Margaret with the MG fleet.

When did you first get involved with MGs?
We first encountered MGs in 1967, not long after we got married. Margaret was working for an
insurance company and a 1954 Green MG TF, which had had a fire in the engine bay, came up
for tender via the Loss Adjuster. We had long admired MGs as our dream cars and the chance
to pick one up and repair it was an exciting possibility. Having just bought our first house (quarter
acre section with a tiny cottage) we were strapped for cash. Unfortunately the car sold for £5
more than we had tendered. We believe the owner bought it back.
We weren’t to renew our association with the mark until 1991 when we met Di and Dren
Errington who are our neighbours. Dren was restoring his TF and we had a large garage going
unused. He stored the
rolling chassis in this garage
while he worked on the
body. Over the next few
years gentle hints became
more purposeful “when are
you guys going to buy an
MG?” In 1996 we had a
holiday to the U.S.A. On
arriving there Bill picked up
a copy of the Hemmings
Automobile Magazine which
had a number of classic
MGs for sale. Advertised in
it was a 1954 TF that had
had a lot of work done on it.
The car was in Fort Lauderdale, Florida and since we
were going down to the
Florida Keys we stopped in
TF as first seen in Fort Lauderdale.
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That Palmer and Charles did not get on is not really surprising. The former regarded the latter as
a “loose cannon”, no doubt information fed him by Len Lord, who regarded the motor car as a
means of getting to places and nothing more, and Charles left during 1937 to move back into the
aircraft industry. Sir Roy Fedden was the engine designer of the Bristol Aeroplane Company
near Bristol, and had been an enthusiastic customer of MG cars, using them in rallies and trials.
When Kimber decided that it was time to equip the MG factory for military work, he contacted
Fedden, who ensured that Reg Jackson was placed at the Gloster Aeroplane Company’s works
to look into the ways of setting up a proper inspection department within MG to meet the
required standards. It is likely that Fedden got wind of the fact than Hubert Charles was unhappy
at Cowley, because a consortium of companies headed by Rolls Royce and Bristol were setting
up a joint company, called Rotol Ltd (‘Ro’ from Rolls Royce, ‘tol’ from Bristol!) to produce and
improve designs for variable pitch aircraft propellers, which were previously regarded by the
Ministry as an unnecessary complication as they were not inherently reliable, having tried both
electrical and hydraulic power to make them work. It was Rotol who perfected designs, and
Charles was involved with this work, which was in time for reliable variable pitch propellers to be
used in the Battle of Britain fighters, and all subsequent British war ’planes.
Lord himself left Morris Industries in 1937, making the mistake of asking Lord Nuffield for a rise,
which was turned down taking the view that he made financial rewards; they were not something
staff should ask for. Lord left, very upset, and went on a world cruise, returning to work initially
for the Nuffield Benevolent Association, before moving to Austin Motor Company in 1938.
Charles’ work in the aircraft industry on war work took him in 1941 to one of Herbert Austin’s
shadow factories at Cofton Hackett, where he worked on the operational problems associated
with the four-engine bomber aeroplanes, initially Stirlings and later, Halifaxes and Lancasters.
With Leonard Lord in charge, this brought the two men together again, and Lord got Charles
involved in thinking about post-war car design, it seems on the engine design of the small
A-series unit of 800cc, and slightly larger B-series of 1200cc. Engineer in charge of this work
was Bill Appleby, and while it was very much secondary to the war work, time was found to
patent various items of original thinking from Charles.
With the war over, Charles continued to work on the new engine range, the larger of which was
eventually put into production with the A40 Devon model, introduced in 1947, but shortly before
this Charles again found himself at odds with Lord’s dictatorial mode of management and
resigned in 1946, turning to consultancy and obtaining work with both Cam Gears Ltd, who
supplied steering gears to, amongst others, the Nuffield Group, and Norton Motors Ltd,
manufacturers of quality motor cycles.
During this time he met Gilbert Manley, probably through Norton Motors, for whom Manley was
also working, and in 1953 they formed a partnership, Manley & Charles, which sought contracts
from the engineering industry and which was apparently successful at first. However, this was
wound up in 1956, following a mutual agreement, and Charles went to work as an engineer for
Humphrey & Glasgow Ltd, contracted in the oil and gas industries, and just getting involved with
North Sea gas and oil fields.
In 1962, Charles moved to Associated Octel Ltd, who were endeavouring to solve problems in
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cutting edge of motor
sporting
development,
providing a basis from
which amateur drivers
could ‘have a go’ in
international as well as
national events, and win
races or at least their
class in motor races. The
K3 was, by the standards
of its day, very fast, a
match for many cars with
much bigger engines and
costing
hundreds
of
pounds more. Supported
by the older Midgets and
the newer J4 model, the
Abingdon marque more
or less had its classes in
racing sewn up for the
next few years. The
Midgets became faster,
and their road holding
deficiencies
became
Patent for EX150 independent rear suspension.
more noticeable. With
over 100bhp available
from both 750cc and 1100cc capacities, engine outputs were not a problem, but keeping the car
on the road certainly was.
With the workload of keeping the cars going, developing new models for the road and all the
normal pressures of keeping production running, it was nearly two years before Charles finalised
the design of the chassis stiffness problem, which was to specify an ultra-stiff, but light, frame,
and using a wishbone suspension in each corner. Charles used torsion bars as the springing
medium, then a novel although not completely revolutionary design. It was decided that the best
way to test these new ideas was in a racing car, and the result was the R-type Midget,
announced in April 1935. This car was programmed as ‘EX147’ in the Factory records. While
there was also a larger road going version of the car under ‘EX150’, sadly this car was never
completed, however Cowley resurrected this larger saloon which later became the MG SA, albeit
with conventional suspension.
At Morris Motors a number of important changes were happening. Leonard Lord was a rising
star, having been responsible previously for getting the Wolseley Company back into profitability,
and in 1934 was appointed in operational control of all Morris’s companies. Sir William was
ennobled, became a baron, mainly in recognition of his charitable works, and became Lord
Nuffield. He was approaching 60 years of age, and with no family heirs to take control, he
desired the establishment of order within his companies, and sold all his enterprises to a public
holding company with the title of Nuffield Products Ltd. This meant that Wolseley, MG and the
SU Carburetter Company all came under Leonard Lord’s direct control, as well as Morris Motors
itself, and Morris Commercial Cars, the light truck wing of the Morris Empire.
What exactly followed we cannot be sure, but as subsequently reported to me by some of those
present at the time, Lord was emphatic that he alone was in charge, and that each
manufacturing unit would have to become profitable, and that the best way of achieving this was
by centralising financial and design control. All development work was hitherto to be conducted
at Cowley. Lord rather sneered at the work on EX147/150, stating to a group which included
Cousins and Jackson, “We don’t want none of this suspension nonsense on any of our cars, leaf
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to have a look. Both
our sons were with us
and were sworn to
secrecy when we
purchased the car
and had it shipped
home. It arrived just
before
the
MG
Christmas dinner that
year. Di had quipped
to us “Do you have an
MG on your Christmas list?” When they
had left to go to the
function we parked
the car on their drive
with a Santa Claus
hat with writing that
said “I do believe in
Santa Claus”.
The
Bill driving the TF at Ruapuna, still left hand drive.
cat was nearly let out of
the bag during dinner
when Eric Wright said to Dren “the paintwork on your car is looking good”. Di and Dren had a
puzzled look as they knew their TF was still in the paintshop. They couldn’t wait to get home to
find out whose car was parked in their driveway. The club membership application (which had
been given to us 2 years prior) was duly filled in.
We enjoyed the TF for several years participating in Pre 56 Rallies in both the North and South
Islands as well as club days. Margaret had reservations about the left hand drive and we
decided to convert the car to right hand drive. Rather than have no MG on the road we looked
into buying a BGT which was our pick of the hard top models. In 1997 we were able to buy a
recently restored 1971 BGT with wire wheels from Charlie Fulton in Dunedin. Margaret then
participated in events at Ruapuna and we made some improvements to the car by adding
power brakes, tapered shims to the front suspension to make the steering lighter and finally a
Moss supercharger
which really makes
the car a joy to drive
on the open road.
Margaret liked the
new silver TF when it
came out. In 2006,
when the model was
being sold off, we
were able to buy a
2004 silver anniversary model. Margaret
drove it out of the car
yard with only 27 km
on the clock. We
have now owned the
car for 10 years and
the mileage has just
gone over 10,000 km.
TF now converted to right hand drive.
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as the MG Midget Mark 2, with a chassis
number prefix ‘C’. The prototype car had
already taken the speed records for ‘baby’
cars, reaching 100mph at Montlhéry, so this
name was attached to the model, which
swept the board in the prestigious
Brooklands Double 12 race, taking the first
five places and the Team Prize.

Can you recall your most
memorable/non-memorable
trips or events in your MG?
Our most memorable trip
would be when a group of us
with our 4 old TFs went to the
National Rally in Wanaka. We
then went on to Queenstown
and down to Tuatapere where
the 7 of us walked the
Humpridge
Track.
We
travelled back via Riverton,
Catlins River, Dunedin and
Oamaru
to
Christchurch.
Great people, great cars and
wonderful country side.
Our most non-memorable trip
Bill adjusting Margaret’s helmet.
would be in the BGT coming
back from a Queen’s Birthday
weekend in Westport. We ran the big end bearings and had to get towed from Waipara.
However, in true MG fashion, friends sat by the side of the road with us consuming a bottle of
wine while we waited for the tow vehicle to arrive from Christchurch.

If you were heading on a
country
drive
in
the
Cotswolds (England) or off the
beaten track around Geraldine, who, living or deceased,
would you like to take with
you and why?

This was the time for making the chassis
the basis for the road sports cars, which the
C-type nominally was. There followed a
wonderful series of cars, using four and six
cylinder engines, all low slung, and all fast
for their small engine size, but, and this was
the basis of their success, they were
inherently safe cars to drive. Steering was
taken care of with a direct and straight
transverse push-pull movement from the
steering box to the nearside steering arm,
which at the same time allowed for the use
of
high-ratio
gearing
while
giving
tremendous ‘feel’ to the driver, and very
responsive to steering wheel movement.
However, Charles was not satisfied, and
looked for a way to eliminate steering kickback on uneven roads. This was achieved
in part with his centrally mounted slave
steering arm, which fed movements of the
wheel to each road wheel independently. This
Hubert and May Charles, 1979.
steering gear was used on the Magnette
K-series and J4 racing Midget, introduced at the end of 1932, but was expensive to produce
and did not really give the full answer for which he was looking.
Spurred on by development of racing cars, the cylinder head was modified at the behest of
Charles to a cross-flow layout, with inlet and exhaust ports on opposite sides. Then the
camshaft diameter was increased, initially for the six cylinder engines to increase its torsional
rigidity. All this led to more powerful engines, no longer blighted by overheating problems.

We would take the whole crew
who did the Humpridge Track
with us because we have done
so many wonderful trips in our
MGs with them from the top of
the North Island to the bottom of
the South Island. Great cars,
great company, great fun.

If you had space for one
more car in your garage
what would it be and why?

HUBERT CHARLES: ENGINEER EXTRAORDINARY

Canterbury Pre 56 contingent in Kaikoura overnighting
before going onto the ferry in Picton.

We would probably go for restoring our 1972 Rover 2000TC which was brought back from
England in 1975 and has been sitting in our workshop waiting for restoration. A close second
behind this would be Margaret’s mother’s 1952 Morris Minor which we drove a lot around
Dunedin and the Otago Peninsula when we were teenagers. It is also sitting alongside the Rover
in the workshop. These will have to wait until we complete the restoration of our 1954 XK 120
Drop Head Coup Jaguar and our 1967 E Type Jaguar which are at present in the garage. We do
get to occasionally drive our 1960 XK150 Fixed Head Coup Jaguar but not often because MG
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Thoughts were turning towards independent wheel suspension and the elimination of heavy
beam axles, so experiments were started on independent front suspension in 1933 on a J2
chassis, using a split front axle. Jackson and his assistant Syd Enever were carrying out this
work, and it was at this time that Syd was taken under the wing of Charles as he was always
coming up with suggestions for improvements, and keen to develop these new ideas. The
modified J2 experiments only underlined the problem that the chassis was far too flexible. This
was fine with the old beam axles mounted on stiff springs, where chassis flexing allowed a
positive contribution to road holding. The J2 has wonderful handling on smooth roads equal to
any other car, but once up and down movement of the axles due to road conditions came into
play then things tended to get interesting, with each wheel on the axle trying to take charge!

In October 1932 Charles took time off his work schedule to marry May Margaret Fardon. They
married at Woodstock, from whence she came. May had a three brothers and a sister. Colin,
one of the brothers, had a family, and it is through the kindness and cooperation of his
daughter, Hilary, that much of the family information has been included. Hubert and May
Charles settled into their new home in Banbury Road, Oxford. There were no children in the
family, but they enjoyed the company of the extended family.
1933 was the year the K3 Magnette made its mark in the world of motor racing. While now we
only see the cars puttering around, we should take time out to remember that they were the
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course, in reality a Morris
Minor fitted with a lightweight
two-seat body, which in turn
had started design life as a
Wolseley model which never
went into production, but was
bought in 1926/7, with the
assets of the Wolseley
Company, by Sir William
Morris out of receivership
from Vickers Ltd, who no
longer wanted to be involved
with car manufacture. The
price was £730,000, which
may now appear a bargain,
but at the time represented a
great deal of money, possibly
equating to £25 million now,
and this from personal funds!
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outings have priority.

Where is your favourite
place to holiday?

The MG SA Tickford.
Charles found the Midget a poor
car, with brakes which could only be described as “adequate”, and handling which was reaching
its limits at the top speed of 60mph of which the car was capable. He had already had a hand in
developing the brakes for the larger cars, so it was easy to re-route the cables to effect a straight
pull on the levers which actuated the brake-shoes, and to arrange for these to be operated from
a cross shaft mounted centrally in the chassis. I don’t think Morris Motors adopted this system for
the Minor, they turning to hydraulic operation from 1932.
The engine development was left to Jackson,
who pointed out that there was no camshaft
overlap at TDC, and he made a new camshaft
from an unmachined blank. Camshaft timing
was thus modified slightly, and this timing was
adopted for the 1930 race Midgets entered in
the Brooklands Double 12 race that year, and
for subsequent production cars. Meanwhile,
Charles designed a “proper” camshaft, the
timing of which was used in all subsequent MG
models after 1932, and allowed engines to rev
more freely, which in turn led to higher outputs.

What is your favourite meal?
Again another hard question for us. We enjoy Thai, Vietnamese and Italian. Don’t mind which,
they are all good but Bill stills likes his ‘Chip Butties’.

What music would you have booming out of your
garage/workshop?
Margaret

Definitely no music.

Bill
Anything from 1950 to 1980, most frequently
played would be Roxy music, Dire Straits and the
Eagles when I am down in the basement garage.

In the handling department Charles was
designing a completely new chassis, underslung at the rear, with improved axle location.
There was little which was revolutionary about
the layout, but spring location was taken care of
with the front pivot, while at the rear the springs
were not shackled in the manner of most cars,
but slid in trunnions. Such location was being
used by other manufacturers at the time, and
there is no factual evidence that Charles
cribbed the ideas from any one in particular: he
was adapting currently known technology to suit
his own ends, within the MG budget, which was
far from generous.
This new chassis, coded EX120, formed the
basis of a new racing car, although it was sold

Our favourite place to
holiday is a hard one. We
very much enjoy Paris and
have been there a number of
times. Our first time was
when we stayed for 2 days in
the car park under the Eiffel
Tower in our campervan in
1974. Times have changed
somewhat since then but we
still do love Paris. Closer to
home our favourite city
would have to be Sydney.
We first visited Sydney in
Margaret driving at Ruapuna.
1975 and fell in love with the
harbour.
It has been a
stopping off place for us returning from overseas trips. For the last 12 years one of our sons has
lived in Sydney so we often go over to visit him. We also very much enjoy South East Asia,
particularly Thailand and Vietnam.

Anything Else?
We both love boating having come from boating
families. Margaret’s father was a fisherman for many
years and Bill grew up on the Clydeside, Scotland, his
father being a foreman in the ship yards. Before
shifting to Christchurch we spent many hours on the
Otago Harbour fishing, etc. We have also had many
holidays up in the Marlborough Sounds with our
children as they were growing up and now have a
launch in the Nelson Marina. We love taking our
grandchildren for trips up into the Abel Tasman where
they can walk the track and swim at their leisure.
Family times together are important to us.
At their first Pre 56 rally in
Queenstown.

A Rotol advert that appeared in the April
1940 edition of The Aeroplane magazine.
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A VISIT TO ABINGDON — WAY BACK WHEN
By Dren Errington
As mentioned in the last issue of the
MaG, back in 1977 Di and I were in the
UK with the serious objective of MG
visits, primarily, the 2 day MG
Silverstone race meeting, Syd Beer’s
amazing collection and Abingdon, the
home of MG (1929 to 1980) and the
‘Mecca’ for MG enthusiasts. The
preparatory phone call to Abingdon was
not a good start. Firstly they’d changed
the phone number, 0251 didn’t cut it
anymore and the answer was “Good
Morning British Leyland”, no mention of
the MaGic initials.
Nevertheless we
soldiered on teeing up an appointment
for the following day.
The visit to Abingdon was everything we’d hoped for. We signed in at Gate 3, the one gate that
always appeared in the photos back then, and walked over to meet a chap from the HR department, our companion for the day. We started at Block A, as you do, also to entry point for the ‘B
and the Midget in the form of partially completed bodies delivered by road from Carbodies Ltd
and then followed the assembly process right through to testing and rectification. Incidentally,
road testing had only just stopped few months prior, with the installation of a new rolling road
system. The assembly process was very similar to the British Leyland equivalents in New
Zealand. I had been working for NZ Motor Corp Assembly Division prior to this trip and it was
very quickly apparent that apart from body shell assembly from the CKD packs (completely
knocked down) in the NZ plants, in almost every respect the processes, plant layout, even the
wall colours in factory and offices were just like those in Auckland and Petone. Of course in NZ
they were building Morris 1100s,
Marinas, 1800s, etc rather than ‘Bs
and Midgets.

The process for the bodies began
with the unloading from the delivery
truck directly to a large second story
door. No robotics here, the bodies
were then placed on small trolleys
and pushed by hand between work
stations to have upholstery, trim,
wiring etc installed, all on the upper
level. At the end of this line they
dropped ‘through the floor’ to ground
level onto a waiting engine, gearbox
and suspension, to eventually reach
the rolling road. The assembly
process finished with the rectification
Loads of bodies waiting for the lift upstairs.
department where the inevitable dents
and scratches were removed or the odd mechanical ill cured. Then they were driven out to the
car park to await despatch, nearly 80% of them to the USA (about 8 of every 10 cars). From
here we were guided quickly past the Development and Competition department where there
was some secret squirrel stuff going on. Triumphs being prepared for rallies maybe - no wonder
we weren’t allowed to see.
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reputation of the nascent MG
Car Co depended. A few
people were interviewed, and
in the end Cousins chose a
young man from Maidenhead
with the necessary background.
This
man
was
Reginald Jackson. Jackson,
although
himself
not
a
draughtsman, knew enough
about third-angle projection to
make passable drawings from
Charles’ sketches, but by the
end of 1928, Charles had
officially transferred to MG and
his staff had been increased
with the addition of a qualified
draughtsman, Keith Smith, and The MG K3 with Howe at wheel and Hamilton alongside
an apprentice, Jack Daniels, during fuel testing on the autostrada in readiness for the
who went on to much higher
Mille Miglia.
things, although not in the
whiskey industry, the sour-mash man being another of that name!
Jackson had been put in charge of the experimental workshop and his particular strength was
that he was more than capable of translating drawings into the parts needed, and the car
progressed well and was ready for launch at the 1928 Motor Show. A month or two beforehand,
Jackson had seen a prototype Morris Minor, and talking this over with Cousins they reasoned
that an MG based on this chassis would appeal to a wider clientele than the Six model, and that
MG should build a car based on this to give opposition to the Austin Seven, which had been
receiving wide reporting due to their success in trials and at Brooklands. Cousins reported this
to Charles, who passed the message to Kimber, who was not at all enthusiastic, as his ideal
was a car to take on the Bentleys and Lagondas at less than half their price. Charles pressed
the point that a small car would have a much wider potential customer attraction, and could be
more profitable than the large cars which so many manufacturers were trying to sell to a
dwindling customer base, following the contracting economy in the post-war period. Kimber was
not totally convinced, but he took the idea to Morris who was fully supportive, and allowed
Kimber two rolling chassis to be
taken to Edmund Road, “to see
what they could come up with!”
The result was, of course, the
MG Midget. Designed and built
in four weeks may seem
remarkable now, but it was the
way of life in the late 1920s,
when car manufacturers built
cars in what Reg Jackson
described to me in later life as
“knife and fork methods”.
Indeed, the rate of development
accelerated to such a pitch that
formal drawings of parts relating
to vehicles were not completed
until mid-1936, long after some
of the models had passed into
history!
The original Midget was, of

The MG J4
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HUBERT CHARLES: ENGINEER EXTRAORDINARY
year, before finding a niche as
chief engineer in 1921 at the
Leamington Spa works of the
Zephyr Carburetter Co, and
working on car and aircraft
applications.
The owner and managing director
of Zephyr was Denis Brock.
Charles filed three patents during
his time at Zephyr, always with
Brock as joint applicant, no doubt
as MD of the company, rather
than actually contributing to the
work. Over the next years, Brock
had formed a working relationship
with Edward Boughton and
William Emmott, who were
located
nearby
in
their HN Charles (tall suited gentleman) overlooks the work on
Automotive Products Company,
the C Type Midgets.
working on applications of the
Lockheed hydraulic brakes which had recently become available in the United States. These two
took Brock into partnership in 1926, and there was no place for Charles and his carburetters, and
he was apparently effectively demoted. Whether this was at the root of his future dislike of
hydraulic brakes is not recorded, but it seems likely, although it has to be said that hydraulic
application of any given lining area to any given drum does not secure a more efficient braking
performance than that employing rods or cables.
Charles made it known that he was looking for a senior job, and as so often happened in the
1920s, he was snapped up by Sir William Morris, who appreciated good engineers in his
burgeoning company. Charles was put alongside William Woollard, Chief Engineer of Morris
Engines Ltd, who was at the time designing a new engine for an 18hp Morris car, with overhead
camshaft, to replace the six cylinder side valve units, which had been totally unsuccessful.
Charles moved into rented rooms in Woodstock Road, Oxford, some five miles from the Cowley
works, where he spent his
working
days,
but
more
importantly a few doors from the
home of Cecil Kimber, who was
busy thinking about a new model
MG based on the new Morris
engine. Kimber naturally knew
Charles, and quickly secured his
(unpaid) help in getting the MG
Six laid out. Charles sketched
ideas, and Kimber expected his
man Cousins to draw the details.
Now Cecil Cousins was a good
practical man, with no academic
training; he had learnt his trade in
the old-fashioned way of listening
to and watching the skilled men,
and
proving
a
first-class
mechanic had then risen to be
foreman. He told Kimber that he
needed a man to help with this The R Type suspension working hard as Doreen Evans
detailing work, upon which the
puts it through its paces.
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A VISIT TO ABINGDON — WAY BACK WHEN
Then on to the emission testing
building where we watched a
Midget on another rolling road
being tested to ensure it met the
exhaust emission levels decreed
by the State of California, this
Midget’s ultimate destination. At
that time all cars were required to
meet certain emission levels.
Those for the EU and USA
markets
were
comparatively
similar and only a few sample
cars from each shipment were
tested. However California had
more stringent rules and every car
destined for that state had to be
tested and certified. We absorbed
all this and more technical
Is your B here? Or is it over on the far side?
information as we watched a
technician finishing off a test drive. Then wonder of wonders, we were invited to have a go!
We were installed behind the wheel and ‘drove’ the Midget on the rolling road for about 15
minutes each. We had to follow a pre-printed rolling graph just outside the driver’s window.
The
graph
prescribed
acceleration, with gear change
points, cruising periods, ‘soak
periods’ (stationary, idling in a
traffic jam) and braking, all to
simulate
California
driving
conditions, and recorded the
tester’s efforts alongside the pre
printed graph. I found it a bit
nerve racking revving the hell
out of the poor little (brand new)
Midget, particularly in the lower
gears in an attempt to keep up
with all the (imaginary) L.A. traffic around and kept falling behind the graph. Di on the other
hand had no such inhibitions
and was told by the test superDi concentrates on L.A. road conditions.
visor that her result was the best
ever by a visitor and would she like a job. I think he probably said that to all the girls!
After that bit of excitement our guide and his fiancée joined us for a late lunch at a nearby Inn,
the ‘Magic Midget’ of course, where, in the bar lined with a photographic history of things MG,
we talked about the plant. He spoke of the ‘MG spirit’ that still existed there despite the
problems in other BL factories; the amazing labour relations record - no stoppages other than
supply outages as a result of strikes in other BL plants. He told us about the rumours of an
Abingdon built ‘B replacement based on the TR7 but V8 engined. It was a dream of course,
but it probably helped keep morale up. Unfortunately the suits at BL were in charge and the
Midget was shortly to cease production, while the ‘B had a little over three years production life
left. Nevertheless the possibility that 1980 would see the end of the line for the factory as well
was simply unthinkable, something would turn up!
And so, on what at the time was a positive note, our MaGic day at Abingdon ended with the
thoughts that there was still plenty of MG excitement to come.
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HUBERT CHARLES: ENGINEER EXTRAORDINARY
the northern extremity of London,
but in the late 19th century still a
small country village, and so
Hubert Noel was born in Barnet.
There was an older sister, Marjory
Hope, who was to marry Graham
Dawson in 1916, a pilot in the
RNAS who was destined to have
a very distinguished career in the
RAF, being an Air Vice Marshal at
the time of his death as a result of
an aircraft accident in 1944.

Wednesday November 16
By Peter Chiverton
The first decision of the day do
we run top up or top down?
Well the day was on the chilly
side so being a softy, top up
was agreed.
We gathered at Dunsandal, a
good mid-week turnout of 21
cars.
The instructions sent us along
the Main South Road to
Ashburton for the first stop at
the museum and art gallery.
The
museum
was
very
interesting as many of the
exhibits
bought
back
memories of days past and
was very educational on the
history of Ashburton and
district. However the art in the
art gallery, as in all art, is in
the eye of the observer and I
found it a little strange with
most pictures having a ghostly
figure in them which did not
suit my taste. For the true
artist the mechanics of the
painting is probably very
skilful.

Start of the run at Dunsandal.

Museum Art Gallery Ashburton.

From the art gallery / museum
we were directed to Lake Hood
for lunch where the team split
into two groups. Those with a
picnic lunch were directed to
the rowing sheds which Allan
Bain had opened for shelter but
by this time the weather had
improved which made sitting
outside quite pleasant. The
second group had a pleasant
lunch at the Lake Restaurant.
After lunch we went back to
Ashburton to the sock factory

Lunch at Lake Hood.
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Hubert attended Sir Roger
Chomeley’s School in Highgate,
obtaining sufficient credit to
enable him to study mechanical
engineering at University College,
London. He obtained First Class
Honours in his B.Sc. course, and
immediately
obtained
work
developing the engine of a
Triumph motorcycle for racing, MG 18/80s and M Type Midgets head down the MG Aband installing a fuel injection
ingdon factory line.
system of his own design. Sadly,
this work was ill timed, and the machine was never completed, as the Great War had started,
and Charles found himself in the Royal Naval Air Service, gazetted as a sub-lieutenant
(Engineer). It is not recorded that it was through Hubert that Marjory met her future husband, or
whether this meeting was as a result of his being injured during the Gallipoli campaign.
Sub-lieutenant Charles was working on the primitive naval aeroplanes and airships, and was
particularly concerned with the engine cut-out with aeroplanes which occurred during tight aerial
turns, although these were not as serious with naval aircraft, at the time only used for
reconnaissance work. He was transferred to the Royal Flying Corps of the army, where
aeroplanes were becoming used in combat roles. He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant,
and was henceforth, from 1917,
working in the crash investigation
arm of that service, the 56th
Squadron, and then promoted
captain. He was called to find the
cause of the crash of a SE5a
plane which had caused the death
of one of the most experienced
pilots of the time, Captain James
McCuddon, and was able to
explain the crash on a carburetter
fault, causing the engine to misfire
and the aeroplane to stall, this
leading to the development of the
more famous SE5b, fitted with the
Wolseley Viper engine. By 1919,
Charles was in the newly formed
Royal Air Force, where he was
promoted to the rank of squadron
leader, which encouraged him to
remain in the service for another
A selection of Triple M Cars having a final fettle in the
Abingdon MG factory.
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HUBERT CHARLES: ENGINEER EXTRAORDINARY
By Mike Allison
There are few engineers who
are truly worthy of
being
honoured by such a title,
indeed it is probably true to
say that only a small number
would so consider themselves
other than fulfilling the job for
which they were being paid.
Truly extraordinary, one would
have to include James Watt,
Richard Trevithick, Richard
Arkwright, Thomas Telford,
Joseph Whitworth, Isambard
Brunel and Robert Stephenson
from the previous centuries:
men who made a mark on this
world, far in excess of their
nominal works. Then there
were slightly lesser mortals,
whose works are still admired,
Abraham Darby and Henry MG management, messieurs (A) Muzzell (B) Charles (C)
Bessemer might be included in Colegrove (D) Cousins (E) Kimber (F) Propert (G) Lord.
this list, which would be too long
to enumerate fully: people who
made a significant contribution to the history of engineering products. In the motor industry,
amongst the truly original thinkers connected with the motor industry were Karl Benz, Marc
Birkigt, Frederick Lanchester, and Laurence Pomeroy senior, Georges Roesch, Hubert Charles,
and Alec Issigonis might be in such a list. Hubert Charles is, perhaps a surprise in this exalted
company, but I will make the case in what follows, basing my thesis not on Charles the designer
of the most successful and famous British sports cars of the 1930s, but on Charles’ experience
across a wide spectrum of engineering disciplines. Charles was also one of the first to take a
more modern outlook on their
works, and gave credit to those
who helped him achieve his
ends, unlike many of his
predecessors.
Where,
for
instance, would Brunel be
without Gooch? Very few great
men achieve their aims without
others to assist, and in this
Charles was possibly too
generous.
Charles was born into a
successful middle-class family
on November 22 1893. His
father was a London solicitor,
Thomas Charles, himself born
in the tiny hamlet of Water End,
near Hemel Hempstead, and
his mother was born Constance
Hope, who originated from
Hastings. The Charles family
settled in Totteridge, now part of

TRIPLE M NOVEMBER / ANDREW WEBSTER
where
a
considerable
number of purchases were
made, then via the back
roads from Ashburton to
the motorcycle museum.
This was of interest to
most of the participants in
the run, there were many
modern styles of motorcycles there. From there
on the choice of route
home was up to the
individual. We chose to go
home via Methven, Rakaia
Gorge and Darfield which we
found was a very pleasant drive.

Display at Springlynne Motor Cycles Ltd.

Thanks to Allan and Judith Bain for an interesting Triple M event.

MGs being worked on at the Edmund Road factory.
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CHRISTMAS DINNER

A SURPRISING RACING DRIVER

OH!! What is being said between
these two?

Send us your thoughts. Those
‘printable’ may even appear in
the next MaG!

Some arrived in their MGs
while others…….

Sumner and up on the
Cashmere Hills.
There were trials on a Saturday
night out in the country, and two
cars always had an envelope to
tell us the destination in case we
got lost. It was important in our
case, because we had food we
had baked for our supper in our
car boots. We would end up at a
country hall for a dance. Another
friend and I who were on the
committee always seemed to
end up in the kitchen. She was
Monica Green and married to
Hec Green, a well-known racing
Racing in the standing quarter mile, no helmets then.
driver from that time. My
husband Bert complained that
he couldn't ever get me to
have a dance with him
because I was in the kitchen.
Some helped out more than
others.
Monica and I didn't drink so we
had clear heads, and what fun
we had!
Among my photos there is one
of my being presented with a
cup and a corsage of flowers
at the Christchurch club
rooms. As you can see I was
very shy at that time.
Audrey driving at Tahuna Beach.
In the group there were Don
and Dorrie Ransley, Halsley
and Audrey Logan from
Nelson, Delby Drewery, Stan
and Dot Johnothan (he had a
caravan place in Papanui Rd),
Olive and Fred Sharman, Olga
and Harold Bandy, Vic and
Zelma Neece, the Archibald
brothers, the Stanton brothers,
Bob Bradford, Buck Sheridan
and Jack Brewer. In Dunedin
we stayed with Sybil and Percy
Lupp.
I think there is a dare-devil in
me somewhere although I am
curtailed a bit now. I once
enquired about flying a plane,
Audrey receiving a presentation.
but the classes were too
expensive. I'd like to go down in a parachute, but I was put off going in a balloon because of
the fire underneath”.
Notes obtained from an interview Audrey gave for NZine, 27/07/2010. It is intended more
details be published in a future issue of the MaG.
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A SURPRISING RACING DRIVER

OBITUARY - SHIRLEY INWOOD
Shirley Margaret Inwood
By Di & Dren Errington

By John McDonald

We are sad to report our
club has lost a real stalwart,
a true Club Brick.

By her own admission Audrey
Hutcheon was quite a goer.
Hard to believe, looking at her
quietly standing beside her
pink Honda City in 2010. The
surprise continues as we
discover Audrey was 85 years
of age at the time……….

Shirley and Graham Inwood
joined the MGCC 17 years
ago, after coming across an
MG concours in Queenstown.

So what is the connection
between
this
sprightly
octogenarian and the magic of
MG in Christchurch?
I’ll let Audrey tell her story in
her own words………………...
“I'm going to write you a story
Audrey beside her car.
of a young married woman with
one child aged about three years
old. The young woman was in her early 20s and was married to Bert Wheeler who was in the
army. He was five years older than she was. The year was 1945. It was at the time of the Second
World War.
My husband's brother had an
MG sales service and there
used to be people coming from
all over to get knowledge and
help. He had a workshop
where he lived at 237 Lyttelton
Street, Spreydon. I grew to
love driving an MG. I had my
licence at 18.

They met back in 1959 on a
‘blind date’ car trial (they
won). Graham had just sold
his TD.
Within days of
returning from Queenstown
Shirley
had
renewed
Graham’s membership with
the MGCC, she was not going to miss out on the MG experience.
Her competitive streak surfaced immediately. She had been a champion skater as a youngster,
an active tramper and she was straight into club events, competing at Ruapuna sprint days (with
more track time than anyone else). In a short time Shirley’s organisational instincts surfaced.
She was a trained secretary. She became involved in assisting at events, timekeeping at
motokhanas and sprints, helping with trials and organising mid week and other social runs. She
and Graham always helped at the Classic Car Show, with stand construction, manning the stand
and talking to the spectators. Shirley was the club’s biggest supporter. She was invaluable,
using her knowledge and many contacts at the City Council, to help with the club’s activities.
She thought about ‘her’ club, the members and what was happening and was always keen to
share whatever was on her mind with the right person. She would bounce up and stand right
beside her target, waiting impatiently to pass on her latest idea. We always listened.
At events Shirley circulated, chatting with as a many people as possible, particularly new
members, including them and introducing them to others. In a very short time she knew where
anyone came from, what pets they had, (and the pets’ names).

We were foundation members
of the Canterbury Car Club
and also took part in racing at
Wigram.

At a club auction, Shirley purchased a brick from the MG factory in the UK. Graham made a
stand for it, and they presented this as an annual award, ‘The Club Brick’ a trophy Shirley and
Graham won more than once.

Those were the days, we had
fun, good clean fun, no drugs,
just a love of cars.
We had an MG. Recently this
car has been restored to its original condition.

25.11.1935 - 04.01.2017

The restored MG in 2010.

We went to Hill Climbs in Dunedin and racing in Carlyle Street. The street would be closed off for
a standing quarter mile.
We went to Nelson every Christmas and New Year for races on Tahuna Beach. It was always
crowded. We would camp around by the reservoir. Here you got more sandflies, because of the
trees, but it was quieter and peaceful in the heat.
In Christchurch we even had racing behind the causeway at McCormacks Bay on the way to
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Over the years Shirley’s interests have been wide ranging, but invariably included helping
people. She was a member of St Andrews College committees, for over 20 years, she was a
Nutrimetics agent who always went the extra mile to help her clients, she was enormously proud
of her son Douglas and his family in Batten Rouge, USA and visited whenever they could.
She made a major contribution to the smooth running of our Club and we will miss her greatly.
Our sympathies and love to Graham, Douglas and family.
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COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

From time to time there is a need to change the date, time, and some other aspect of an event
due to weather or some other unforeseen circumstance.
Please check our website www.mgcarclubcanterbury.nz for any changes.
Internet banking details page 1

February 4 - 5

Skope Meeting

Club night

Cashmere Club 7.30pm

Our regular monthly meeting at the Cashmere Club, 50 Colombo Street, Beckenham. Dinner is just
$15 for a two course meal and the drinks are certainly not downtown prices. Sometimes a speaker
but normally just a great time to catch up with other like-minded MGers. Speaker this month Leonid
Itskovich.
Jenny Steere 365 0151

Ruapuna Park

Come along and cheer our club competitors and do not forget to visit the MG tent and caravan for a
chat. This event is a great chance to catch up with other MGers and also have a look at all the cars.

Sunday March 12

The Last of the Summer Wine

Dunsandel 11.00am

Lunch will be at the Lake House, Lake Hood, Ashburton. Assemble at Dunsandel for a leisurely
run to Ashburton and a buffet meal. Cost $45. Please put your name down at the President’s BBQ
or contact Andrew Hewitt on the phone number below. Numbers required by March 3. Payment to
the club bank account.

Run by the Canterbury Car Club.

Monday February 6

Friday March 3

Andrew Hewitt 03 308 6252

Waitangi Day

Waitangi Day Commemoration 2017. Informal run to Okains Bay to be part of the Waitangi Day
celebrations to commemorate the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi. Join the longest standing
Waitangi Day event in the South Island.

Wednesday March 15

Triple M run

Cashmere Club 10.30am

This run is especially for those who are free on weekdays. A different organiser each time (a
volunteer from a previous run) will take us on a ramble to a suitable picnic spot, with an occasional
visit to a place of interest on route. BYO lunch or pick up refreshments on route.
Stuart & Tessa Castle H. 358 2095 M. 021 431 250

Wednesday February 15

Triple M run

The Peg 10.30am

This run is especially for those who are free on weekdays. A different organiser each time (a
volunteer from a previous run) will take us on a ramble to a suitable place to refresh. Depart from
the Peg 10.30am. Heading north to include the Cheviot area with a lunch option to support the
earthquake affected businesses, so bring some money with you. Good turnout for this one would
be great.
Ted & Barbara Clarke

Friday April 7

Jenny Steere 365 0151

980 8596

Sunset run

Cashmere Club 6.30 pm

Yet another chance to take time out with MG friends. Leave from the Cashmere Club for a short
run up the hills to a vantage point and enjoy the sunset. Bring folding chair, nibbles and something to drink.
Tony Reid 021 243 7412 & Sandra Frame 022 302 2622

Mon—Sun February 20—26.

Pre 56 Rally

Kimber Run

Details in the next issue of the Canterbury MaG or check the website.

Easter 14 –17 April

Classic Fighters Blenheim

There are still two units at the Cherylea Motel, Blenheim, which will be held for us for a short while
longer. If you wish to join the MG party at Easter in Blenheim please contact Trevor as soon as
possible.

Whanganui

The 21st Biennial Pre 56 rally based in Whanganui. It is too late to enter if you are reading the
Canterbury MaG but you might still catch a ride with one of the large contingent of Canterbury
members heading across the strait for the event.
David Provan 339 0222 M. 021 1841 803

Cashmere Club 7.30pm

Our regular monthly meeting at the Cashmere Club, 50 Colombo Street, Beckenham. Dinner is just
$15 for a two course meal and the drinks are certainly not downtown prices. Sometimes a speaker
but normally just a great time to catch up with other like-minded MGers.

April date to be confirmed
Sunday February 19

Club night

Trevor Ingham 358 4021
Wednesday April 19

Triple M run

Cashmere Club 10.30am

This run is especially for those who are free on weekdays. A different organiser each time (a
volunteer from a previous run) will take us on a ramble to a suitable picnic spot, with an occasional visit to a place of interest on route. BYO lunch or pick up refreshments on route.
Geoff Stemmer M 0274 322 087
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By her own admission Audrey
Hutcheon was quite a goer.
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one child aged about three years
old. The young woman was in her early 20s and was married to Bert Wheeler who was in the
army. He was five years older than she was. The year was 1945. It was at the time of the Second
World War.
My husband's brother had an
MG sales service and there
used to be people coming from
all over to get knowledge and
help. He had a workshop
where he lived at 237 Lyttelton
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They met back in 1959 on a
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won). Graham had just sold
his TD.
Within days of
returning from Queenstown
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had
renewed
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the MGCC, she was not going to miss out on the MG experience.
Her competitive streak surfaced immediately. She had been a champion skater as a youngster,
an active tramper and she was straight into club events, competing at Ruapuna sprint days (with
more track time than anyone else). In a short time Shirley’s organisational instincts surfaced.
She was a trained secretary. She became involved in assisting at events, timekeeping at
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using her knowledge and many contacts at the City Council, to help with the club’s activities.
She thought about ‘her’ club, the members and what was happening and was always keen to
share whatever was on her mind with the right person. She would bounce up and stand right
beside her target, waiting impatiently to pass on her latest idea. We always listened.
At events Shirley circulated, chatting with as a many people as possible, particularly new
members, including them and introducing them to others. In a very short time she knew where
anyone came from, what pets they had, (and the pets’ names).
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of the Canterbury Car Club
and also took part in racing at
Wigram.

At a club auction, Shirley purchased a brick from the MG factory in the UK. Graham made a
stand for it, and they presented this as an annual award, ‘The Club Brick’ a trophy Shirley and
Graham won more than once.

Those were the days, we had
fun, good clean fun, no drugs,
just a love of cars.
We had an MG. Recently this
car has been restored to its original condition.

25.11.1935 - 04.01.2017

The restored MG in 2010.

We went to Hill Climbs in Dunedin and racing in Carlyle Street. The street would be closed off for
a standing quarter mile.
We went to Nelson every Christmas and New Year for races on Tahuna Beach. It was always
crowded. We would camp around by the reservoir. Here you got more sandflies, because of the
trees, but it was quieter and peaceful in the heat.
In Christchurch we even had racing behind the causeway at McCormacks Bay on the way to
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Over the years Shirley’s interests have been wide ranging, but invariably included helping
people. She was a member of St Andrews College committees, for over 20 years, she was a
Nutrimetics agent who always went the extra mile to help her clients, she was enormously proud
of her son Douglas and his family in Batten Rouge, USA and visited whenever they could.
She made a major contribution to the smooth running of our Club and we will miss her greatly.
Our sympathies and love to Graham, Douglas and family.
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CHRISTMAS DINNER

A SURPRISING RACING DRIVER

OH!! What is being said between
these two?

Send us your thoughts. Those
‘printable’ may even appear in
the next MaG!

Some arrived in their MGs
while others…….

Sumner and up on the
Cashmere Hills.
There were trials on a Saturday
night out in the country, and two
cars always had an envelope to
tell us the destination in case we
got lost. It was important in our
case, because we had food we
had baked for our supper in our
car boots. We would end up at a
country hall for a dance. Another
friend and I who were on the
committee always seemed to
end up in the kitchen. She was
Monica Green and married to
Hec Green, a well-known racing
Racing in the standing quarter mile, no helmets then.
driver from that time. My
husband Bert complained that
he couldn't ever get me to
have a dance with him
because I was in the kitchen.
Some helped out more than
others.
Monica and I didn't drink so we
had clear heads, and what fun
we had!
Among my photos there is one
of my being presented with a
cup and a corsage of flowers
at the Christchurch club
rooms. As you can see I was
very shy at that time.
Audrey driving at Tahuna Beach.
In the group there were Don
and Dorrie Ransley, Halsley
and Audrey Logan from
Nelson, Delby Drewery, Stan
and Dot Johnothan (he had a
caravan place in Papanui Rd),
Olive and Fred Sharman, Olga
and Harold Bandy, Vic and
Zelma Neece, the Archibald
brothers, the Stanton brothers,
Bob Bradford, Buck Sheridan
and Jack Brewer. In Dunedin
we stayed with Sybil and Percy
Lupp.
I think there is a dare-devil in
me somewhere although I am
curtailed a bit now. I once
enquired about flying a plane,
Audrey receiving a presentation.
but the classes were too
expensive. I'd like to go down in a parachute, but I was put off going in a balloon because of
the fire underneath”.
Notes obtained from an interview Audrey gave for NZine, 27/07/2010. It is intended more
details be published in a future issue of the MaG.
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HUBERT CHARLES: ENGINEER EXTRAORDINARY
By Mike Allison
There are few engineers who
are truly worthy of
being
honoured by such a title,
indeed it is probably true to
say that only a small number
would so consider themselves
other than fulfilling the job for
which they were being paid.
Truly extraordinary, one would
have to include James Watt,
Richard Trevithick, Richard
Arkwright, Thomas Telford,
Joseph Whitworth, Isambard
Brunel and Robert Stephenson
from the previous centuries:
men who made a mark on this
world, far in excess of their
nominal works. Then there
were slightly lesser mortals,
whose works are still admired,
Abraham Darby and Henry MG management, messieurs (A) Muzzell (B) Charles (C)
Bessemer might be included in Colegrove (D) Cousins (E) Kimber (F) Propert (G) Lord.
this list, which would be too long
to enumerate fully: people who
made a significant contribution to the history of engineering products. In the motor industry,
amongst the truly original thinkers connected with the motor industry were Karl Benz, Marc
Birkigt, Frederick Lanchester, and Laurence Pomeroy senior, Georges Roesch, Hubert Charles,
and Alec Issigonis might be in such a list. Hubert Charles is, perhaps a surprise in this exalted
company, but I will make the case in what follows, basing my thesis not on Charles the designer
of the most successful and famous British sports cars of the 1930s, but on Charles’ experience
across a wide spectrum of engineering disciplines. Charles was also one of the first to take a
more modern outlook on their
works, and gave credit to those
who helped him achieve his
ends, unlike many of his
predecessors.
Where,
for
instance, would Brunel be
without Gooch? Very few great
men achieve their aims without
others to assist, and in this
Charles was possibly too
generous.
Charles was born into a
successful middle-class family
on November 22 1893. His
father was a London solicitor,
Thomas Charles, himself born
in the tiny hamlet of Water End,
near Hemel Hempstead, and
his mother was born Constance
Hope, who originated from
Hastings. The Charles family
settled in Totteridge, now part of

TRIPLE M NOVEMBER / ANDREW WEBSTER
where
a
considerable
number of purchases were
made, then via the back
roads from Ashburton to
the motorcycle museum.
This was of interest to
most of the participants in
the run, there were many
modern styles of motorcycles there. From there
on the choice of route
home was up to the
individual. We chose to go
home via Methven, Rakaia
Gorge and Darfield which we
found was a very pleasant drive.

Display at Springlynne Motor Cycles Ltd.

Thanks to Allan and Judith Bain for an interesting Triple M event.

MGs being worked on at the Edmund Road factory.
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HUBERT CHARLES: ENGINEER EXTRAORDINARY
the northern extremity of London,
but in the late 19th century still a
small country village, and so
Hubert Noel was born in Barnet.
There was an older sister, Marjory
Hope, who was to marry Graham
Dawson in 1916, a pilot in the
RNAS who was destined to have
a very distinguished career in the
RAF, being an Air Vice Marshal at
the time of his death as a result of
an aircraft accident in 1944.

Wednesday November 16
By Peter Chiverton
The first decision of the day do
we run top up or top down?
Well the day was on the chilly
side so being a softy, top up
was agreed.
We gathered at Dunsandal, a
good mid-week turnout of 21
cars.
The instructions sent us along
the Main South Road to
Ashburton for the first stop at
the museum and art gallery.
The
museum
was
very
interesting as many of the
exhibits
bought
back
memories of days past and
was very educational on the
history of Ashburton and
district. However the art in the
art gallery, as in all art, is in
the eye of the observer and I
found it a little strange with
most pictures having a ghostly
figure in them which did not
suit my taste. For the true
artist the mechanics of the
painting is probably very
skilful.

Start of the run at Dunsandal.

Museum Art Gallery Ashburton.

From the art gallery / museum
we were directed to Lake Hood
for lunch where the team split
into two groups. Those with a
picnic lunch were directed to
the rowing sheds which Allan
Bain had opened for shelter but
by this time the weather had
improved which made sitting
outside quite pleasant. The
second group had a pleasant
lunch at the Lake Restaurant.
After lunch we went back to
Ashburton to the sock factory

Lunch at Lake Hood.
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Hubert attended Sir Roger
Chomeley’s School in Highgate,
obtaining sufficient credit to
enable him to study mechanical
engineering at University College,
London. He obtained First Class
Honours in his B.Sc. course, and
immediately
obtained
work
developing the engine of a
Triumph motorcycle for racing, MG 18/80s and M Type Midgets head down the MG Aband installing a fuel injection
ingdon factory line.
system of his own design. Sadly,
this work was ill timed, and the machine was never completed, as the Great War had started,
and Charles found himself in the Royal Naval Air Service, gazetted as a sub-lieutenant
(Engineer). It is not recorded that it was through Hubert that Marjory met her future husband, or
whether this meeting was as a result of his being injured during the Gallipoli campaign.
Sub-lieutenant Charles was working on the primitive naval aeroplanes and airships, and was
particularly concerned with the engine cut-out with aeroplanes which occurred during tight aerial
turns, although these were not as serious with naval aircraft, at the time only used for
reconnaissance work. He was transferred to the Royal Flying Corps of the army, where
aeroplanes were becoming used in combat roles. He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant,
and was henceforth, from 1917,
working in the crash investigation
arm of that service, the 56th
Squadron, and then promoted
captain. He was called to find the
cause of the crash of a SE5a
plane which had caused the death
of one of the most experienced
pilots of the time, Captain James
McCuddon, and was able to
explain the crash on a carburetter
fault, causing the engine to misfire
and the aeroplane to stall, this
leading to the development of the
more famous SE5b, fitted with the
Wolseley Viper engine. By 1919,
Charles was in the newly formed
Royal Air Force, where he was
promoted to the rank of squadron
leader, which encouraged him to
remain in the service for another
A selection of Triple M Cars having a final fettle in the
Abingdon MG factory.
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year, before finding a niche as
chief engineer in 1921 at the
Leamington Spa works of the
Zephyr Carburetter Co, and
working on car and aircraft
applications.
The owner and managing director
of Zephyr was Denis Brock.
Charles filed three patents during
his time at Zephyr, always with
Brock as joint applicant, no doubt
as MD of the company, rather
than actually contributing to the
work. Over the next years, Brock
had formed a working relationship
with Edward Boughton and
William Emmott, who were
located
nearby
in
their HN Charles (tall suited gentleman) overlooks the work on
Automotive Products Company,
the C Type Midgets.
working on applications of the
Lockheed hydraulic brakes which had recently become available in the United States. These two
took Brock into partnership in 1926, and there was no place for Charles and his carburetters, and
he was apparently effectively demoted. Whether this was at the root of his future dislike of
hydraulic brakes is not recorded, but it seems likely, although it has to be said that hydraulic
application of any given lining area to any given drum does not secure a more efficient braking
performance than that employing rods or cables.
Charles made it known that he was looking for a senior job, and as so often happened in the
1920s, he was snapped up by Sir William Morris, who appreciated good engineers in his
burgeoning company. Charles was put alongside William Woollard, Chief Engineer of Morris
Engines Ltd, who was at the time designing a new engine for an 18hp Morris car, with overhead
camshaft, to replace the six cylinder side valve units, which had been totally unsuccessful.
Charles moved into rented rooms in Woodstock Road, Oxford, some five miles from the Cowley
works, where he spent his
working
days,
but
more
importantly a few doors from the
home of Cecil Kimber, who was
busy thinking about a new model
MG based on the new Morris
engine. Kimber naturally knew
Charles, and quickly secured his
(unpaid) help in getting the MG
Six laid out. Charles sketched
ideas, and Kimber expected his
man Cousins to draw the details.
Now Cecil Cousins was a good
practical man, with no academic
training; he had learnt his trade in
the old-fashioned way of listening
to and watching the skilled men,
and
proving
a
first-class
mechanic had then risen to be
foreman. He told Kimber that he
needed a man to help with this The R Type suspension working hard as Doreen Evans
detailing work, upon which the
puts it through its paces.
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A VISIT TO ABINGDON — WAY BACK WHEN
Then on to the emission testing
building where we watched a
Midget on another rolling road
being tested to ensure it met the
exhaust emission levels decreed
by the State of California, this
Midget’s ultimate destination. At
that time all cars were required to
meet certain emission levels.
Those for the EU and USA
markets
were
comparatively
similar and only a few sample
cars from each shipment were
tested. However California had
more stringent rules and every car
destined for that state had to be
tested and certified. We absorbed
all this and more technical
Is your B here? Or is it over on the far side?
information as we watched a
technician finishing off a test drive. Then wonder of wonders, we were invited to have a go!
We were installed behind the wheel and ‘drove’ the Midget on the rolling road for about 15
minutes each. We had to follow a pre-printed rolling graph just outside the driver’s window.
The
graph
prescribed
acceleration, with gear change
points, cruising periods, ‘soak
periods’ (stationary, idling in a
traffic jam) and braking, all to
simulate
California
driving
conditions, and recorded the
tester’s efforts alongside the pre
printed graph. I found it a bit
nerve racking revving the hell
out of the poor little (brand new)
Midget, particularly in the lower
gears in an attempt to keep up
with all the (imaginary) L.A. traffic around and kept falling behind the graph. Di on the other
hand had no such inhibitions
and was told by the test superDi concentrates on L.A. road conditions.
visor that her result was the best
ever by a visitor and would she like a job. I think he probably said that to all the girls!
After that bit of excitement our guide and his fiancée joined us for a late lunch at a nearby Inn,
the ‘Magic Midget’ of course, where, in the bar lined with a photographic history of things MG,
we talked about the plant. He spoke of the ‘MG spirit’ that still existed there despite the
problems in other BL factories; the amazing labour relations record - no stoppages other than
supply outages as a result of strikes in other BL plants. He told us about the rumours of an
Abingdon built ‘B replacement based on the TR7 but V8 engined. It was a dream of course,
but it probably helped keep morale up. Unfortunately the suits at BL were in charge and the
Midget was shortly to cease production, while the ‘B had a little over three years production life
left. Nevertheless the possibility that 1980 would see the end of the line for the factory as well
was simply unthinkable, something would turn up!
And so, on what at the time was a positive note, our MaGic day at Abingdon ended with the
thoughts that there was still plenty of MG excitement to come.
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A VISIT TO ABINGDON — WAY BACK WHEN
By Dren Errington
As mentioned in the last issue of the
MaG, back in 1977 Di and I were in the
UK with the serious objective of MG
visits, primarily, the 2 day MG
Silverstone race meeting, Syd Beer’s
amazing collection and Abingdon, the
home of MG (1929 to 1980) and the
‘Mecca’ for MG enthusiasts. The
preparatory phone call to Abingdon was
not a good start. Firstly they’d changed
the phone number, 0251 didn’t cut it
anymore and the answer was “Good
Morning British Leyland”, no mention of
the MaGic initials.
Nevertheless we
soldiered on teeing up an appointment
for the following day.
The visit to Abingdon was everything we’d hoped for. We signed in at Gate 3, the one gate that
always appeared in the photos back then, and walked over to meet a chap from the HR department, our companion for the day. We started at Block A, as you do, also to entry point for the ‘B
and the Midget in the form of partially completed bodies delivered by road from Carbodies Ltd
and then followed the assembly process right through to testing and rectification. Incidentally,
road testing had only just stopped few months prior, with the installation of a new rolling road
system. The assembly process was very similar to the British Leyland equivalents in New
Zealand. I had been working for NZ Motor Corp Assembly Division prior to this trip and it was
very quickly apparent that apart from body shell assembly from the CKD packs (completely
knocked down) in the NZ plants, in almost every respect the processes, plant layout, even the
wall colours in factory and offices were just like those in Auckland and Petone. Of course in NZ
they were building Morris 1100s,
Marinas, 1800s, etc rather than ‘Bs
and Midgets.

The process for the bodies began
with the unloading from the delivery
truck directly to a large second story
door. No robotics here, the bodies
were then placed on small trolleys
and pushed by hand between work
stations to have upholstery, trim,
wiring etc installed, all on the upper
level. At the end of this line they
dropped ‘through the floor’ to ground
level onto a waiting engine, gearbox
and suspension, to eventually reach
the rolling road. The assembly
process finished with the rectification
Loads of bodies waiting for the lift upstairs.
department where the inevitable dents
and scratches were removed or the odd mechanical ill cured. Then they were driven out to the
car park to await despatch, nearly 80% of them to the USA (about 8 of every 10 cars). From
here we were guided quickly past the Development and Competition department where there
was some secret squirrel stuff going on. Triumphs being prepared for rallies maybe - no wonder
we weren’t allowed to see.
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reputation of the nascent MG
Car Co depended. A few
people were interviewed, and
in the end Cousins chose a
young man from Maidenhead
with the necessary background.
This
man
was
Reginald Jackson. Jackson,
although
himself
not
a
draughtsman, knew enough
about third-angle projection to
make passable drawings from
Charles’ sketches, but by the
end of 1928, Charles had
officially transferred to MG and
his staff had been increased
with the addition of a qualified
draughtsman, Keith Smith, and The MG K3 with Howe at wheel and Hamilton alongside
an apprentice, Jack Daniels, during fuel testing on the autostrada in readiness for the
who went on to much higher
Mille Miglia.
things, although not in the
whiskey industry, the sour-mash man being another of that name!
Jackson had been put in charge of the experimental workshop and his particular strength was
that he was more than capable of translating drawings into the parts needed, and the car
progressed well and was ready for launch at the 1928 Motor Show. A month or two beforehand,
Jackson had seen a prototype Morris Minor, and talking this over with Cousins they reasoned
that an MG based on this chassis would appeal to a wider clientele than the Six model, and that
MG should build a car based on this to give opposition to the Austin Seven, which had been
receiving wide reporting due to their success in trials and at Brooklands. Cousins reported this
to Charles, who passed the message to Kimber, who was not at all enthusiastic, as his ideal
was a car to take on the Bentleys and Lagondas at less than half their price. Charles pressed
the point that a small car would have a much wider potential customer attraction, and could be
more profitable than the large cars which so many manufacturers were trying to sell to a
dwindling customer base, following the contracting economy in the post-war period. Kimber was
not totally convinced, but he took the idea to Morris who was fully supportive, and allowed
Kimber two rolling chassis to be
taken to Edmund Road, “to see
what they could come up with!”
The result was, of course, the
MG Midget. Designed and built
in four weeks may seem
remarkable now, but it was the
way of life in the late 1920s,
when car manufacturers built
cars in what Reg Jackson
described to me in later life as
“knife and fork methods”.
Indeed, the rate of development
accelerated to such a pitch that
formal drawings of parts relating
to vehicles were not completed
until mid-1936, long after some
of the models had passed into
history!
The original Midget was, of

The MG J4
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course, in reality a Morris
Minor fitted with a lightweight
two-seat body, which in turn
had started design life as a
Wolseley model which never
went into production, but was
bought in 1926/7, with the
assets of the Wolseley
Company, by Sir William
Morris out of receivership
from Vickers Ltd, who no
longer wanted to be involved
with car manufacture. The
price was £730,000, which
may now appear a bargain,
but at the time represented a
great deal of money, possibly
equating to £25 million now,
and this from personal funds!

MEMBER INTERVIEW - BILL & MARGARET HOPKINS
outings have priority.

Where is your favourite
place to holiday?

The MG SA Tickford.
Charles found the Midget a poor
car, with brakes which could only be described as “adequate”, and handling which was reaching
its limits at the top speed of 60mph of which the car was capable. He had already had a hand in
developing the brakes for the larger cars, so it was easy to re-route the cables to effect a straight
pull on the levers which actuated the brake-shoes, and to arrange for these to be operated from
a cross shaft mounted centrally in the chassis. I don’t think Morris Motors adopted this system for
the Minor, they turning to hydraulic operation from 1932.
The engine development was left to Jackson,
who pointed out that there was no camshaft
overlap at TDC, and he made a new camshaft
from an unmachined blank. Camshaft timing
was thus modified slightly, and this timing was
adopted for the 1930 race Midgets entered in
the Brooklands Double 12 race that year, and
for subsequent production cars. Meanwhile,
Charles designed a “proper” camshaft, the
timing of which was used in all subsequent MG
models after 1932, and allowed engines to rev
more freely, which in turn led to higher outputs.

What is your favourite meal?
Again another hard question for us. We enjoy Thai, Vietnamese and Italian. Don’t mind which,
they are all good but Bill stills likes his ‘Chip Butties’.

What music would you have booming out of your
garage/workshop?
Margaret

Definitely no music.

Bill
Anything from 1950 to 1980, most frequently
played would be Roxy music, Dire Straits and the
Eagles when I am down in the basement garage.

In the handling department Charles was
designing a completely new chassis, underslung at the rear, with improved axle location.
There was little which was revolutionary about
the layout, but spring location was taken care of
with the front pivot, while at the rear the springs
were not shackled in the manner of most cars,
but slid in trunnions. Such location was being
used by other manufacturers at the time, and
there is no factual evidence that Charles
cribbed the ideas from any one in particular: he
was adapting currently known technology to suit
his own ends, within the MG budget, which was
far from generous.
This new chassis, coded EX120, formed the
basis of a new racing car, although it was sold

Our favourite place to
holiday is a hard one. We
very much enjoy Paris and
have been there a number of
times. Our first time was
when we stayed for 2 days in
the car park under the Eiffel
Tower in our campervan in
1974. Times have changed
somewhat since then but we
still do love Paris. Closer to
home our favourite city
would have to be Sydney.
We first visited Sydney in
Margaret driving at Ruapuna.
1975 and fell in love with the
harbour.
It has been a
stopping off place for us returning from overseas trips. For the last 12 years one of our sons has
lived in Sydney so we often go over to visit him. We also very much enjoy South East Asia,
particularly Thailand and Vietnam.

Anything Else?
We both love boating having come from boating
families. Margaret’s father was a fisherman for many
years and Bill grew up on the Clydeside, Scotland, his
father being a foreman in the ship yards. Before
shifting to Christchurch we spent many hours on the
Otago Harbour fishing, etc. We have also had many
holidays up in the Marlborough Sounds with our
children as they were growing up and now have a
launch in the Nelson Marina. We love taking our
grandchildren for trips up into the Abel Tasman where
they can walk the track and swim at their leisure.
Family times together are important to us.
At their first Pre 56 rally in
Queenstown.

A Rotol advert that appeared in the April
1940 edition of The Aeroplane magazine.
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as the MG Midget Mark 2, with a chassis
number prefix ‘C’. The prototype car had
already taken the speed records for ‘baby’
cars, reaching 100mph at Montlhéry, so this
name was attached to the model, which
swept the board in the prestigious
Brooklands Double 12 race, taking the first
five places and the Team Prize.

Can you recall your most
memorable/non-memorable
trips or events in your MG?
Our most memorable trip
would be when a group of us
with our 4 old TFs went to the
National Rally in Wanaka. We
then went on to Queenstown
and down to Tuatapere where
the 7 of us walked the
Humpridge
Track.
We
travelled back via Riverton,
Catlins River, Dunedin and
Oamaru
to
Christchurch.
Great people, great cars and
wonderful country side.
Our most non-memorable trip
Bill adjusting Margaret’s helmet.
would be in the BGT coming
back from a Queen’s Birthday
weekend in Westport. We ran the big end bearings and had to get towed from Waipara.
However, in true MG fashion, friends sat by the side of the road with us consuming a bottle of
wine while we waited for the tow vehicle to arrive from Christchurch.

If you were heading on a
country
drive
in
the
Cotswolds (England) or off the
beaten track around Geraldine, who, living or deceased,
would you like to take with
you and why?

This was the time for making the chassis
the basis for the road sports cars, which the
C-type nominally was. There followed a
wonderful series of cars, using four and six
cylinder engines, all low slung, and all fast
for their small engine size, but, and this was
the basis of their success, they were
inherently safe cars to drive. Steering was
taken care of with a direct and straight
transverse push-pull movement from the
steering box to the nearside steering arm,
which at the same time allowed for the use
of
high-ratio
gearing
while
giving
tremendous ‘feel’ to the driver, and very
responsive to steering wheel movement.
However, Charles was not satisfied, and
looked for a way to eliminate steering kickback on uneven roads. This was achieved
in part with his centrally mounted slave
steering arm, which fed movements of the
wheel to each road wheel independently. This
Hubert and May Charles, 1979.
steering gear was used on the Magnette
K-series and J4 racing Midget, introduced at the end of 1932, but was expensive to produce
and did not really give the full answer for which he was looking.
Spurred on by development of racing cars, the cylinder head was modified at the behest of
Charles to a cross-flow layout, with inlet and exhaust ports on opposite sides. Then the
camshaft diameter was increased, initially for the six cylinder engines to increase its torsional
rigidity. All this led to more powerful engines, no longer blighted by overheating problems.

We would take the whole crew
who did the Humpridge Track
with us because we have done
so many wonderful trips in our
MGs with them from the top of
the North Island to the bottom of
the South Island. Great cars,
great company, great fun.

If you had space for one
more car in your garage
what would it be and why?

HUBERT CHARLES: ENGINEER EXTRAORDINARY

Canterbury Pre 56 contingent in Kaikoura overnighting
before going onto the ferry in Picton.

We would probably go for restoring our 1972 Rover 2000TC which was brought back from
England in 1975 and has been sitting in our workshop waiting for restoration. A close second
behind this would be Margaret’s mother’s 1952 Morris Minor which we drove a lot around
Dunedin and the Otago Peninsula when we were teenagers. It is also sitting alongside the Rover
in the workshop. These will have to wait until we complete the restoration of our 1954 XK 120
Drop Head Coup Jaguar and our 1967 E Type Jaguar which are at present in the garage. We do
get to occasionally drive our 1960 XK150 Fixed Head Coup Jaguar but not often because MG
Page 8

Thoughts were turning towards independent wheel suspension and the elimination of heavy
beam axles, so experiments were started on independent front suspension in 1933 on a J2
chassis, using a split front axle. Jackson and his assistant Syd Enever were carrying out this
work, and it was at this time that Syd was taken under the wing of Charles as he was always
coming up with suggestions for improvements, and keen to develop these new ideas. The
modified J2 experiments only underlined the problem that the chassis was far too flexible. This
was fine with the old beam axles mounted on stiff springs, where chassis flexing allowed a
positive contribution to road holding. The J2 has wonderful handling on smooth roads equal to
any other car, but once up and down movement of the axles due to road conditions came into
play then things tended to get interesting, with each wheel on the axle trying to take charge!

In October 1932 Charles took time off his work schedule to marry May Margaret Fardon. They
married at Woodstock, from whence she came. May had a three brothers and a sister. Colin,
one of the brothers, had a family, and it is through the kindness and cooperation of his
daughter, Hilary, that much of the family information has been included. Hubert and May
Charles settled into their new home in Banbury Road, Oxford. There were no children in the
family, but they enjoyed the company of the extended family.
1933 was the year the K3 Magnette made its mark in the world of motor racing. While now we
only see the cars puttering around, we should take time out to remember that they were the
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cutting edge of motor
sporting
development,
providing a basis from
which amateur drivers
could ‘have a go’ in
international as well as
national events, and win
races or at least their
class in motor races. The
K3 was, by the standards
of its day, very fast, a
match for many cars with
much bigger engines and
costing
hundreds
of
pounds more. Supported
by the older Midgets and
the newer J4 model, the
Abingdon marque more
or less had its classes in
racing sewn up for the
next few years. The
Midgets became faster,
and their road holding
deficiencies
became
Patent for EX150 independent rear suspension.
more noticeable. With
over 100bhp available
from both 750cc and 1100cc capacities, engine outputs were not a problem, but keeping the car
on the road certainly was.
With the workload of keeping the cars going, developing new models for the road and all the
normal pressures of keeping production running, it was nearly two years before Charles finalised
the design of the chassis stiffness problem, which was to specify an ultra-stiff, but light, frame,
and using a wishbone suspension in each corner. Charles used torsion bars as the springing
medium, then a novel although not completely revolutionary design. It was decided that the best
way to test these new ideas was in a racing car, and the result was the R-type Midget,
announced in April 1935. This car was programmed as ‘EX147’ in the Factory records. While
there was also a larger road going version of the car under ‘EX150’, sadly this car was never
completed, however Cowley resurrected this larger saloon which later became the MG SA, albeit
with conventional suspension.
At Morris Motors a number of important changes were happening. Leonard Lord was a rising
star, having been responsible previously for getting the Wolseley Company back into profitability,
and in 1934 was appointed in operational control of all Morris’s companies. Sir William was
ennobled, became a baron, mainly in recognition of his charitable works, and became Lord
Nuffield. He was approaching 60 years of age, and with no family heirs to take control, he
desired the establishment of order within his companies, and sold all his enterprises to a public
holding company with the title of Nuffield Products Ltd. This meant that Wolseley, MG and the
SU Carburetter Company all came under Leonard Lord’s direct control, as well as Morris Motors
itself, and Morris Commercial Cars, the light truck wing of the Morris Empire.
What exactly followed we cannot be sure, but as subsequently reported to me by some of those
present at the time, Lord was emphatic that he alone was in charge, and that each
manufacturing unit would have to become profitable, and that the best way of achieving this was
by centralising financial and design control. All development work was hitherto to be conducted
at Cowley. Lord rather sneered at the work on EX147/150, stating to a group which included
Cousins and Jackson, “We don’t want none of this suspension nonsense on any of our cars, leaf
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to have a look. Both
our sons were with us
and were sworn to
secrecy when we
purchased the car
and had it shipped
home. It arrived just
before
the
MG
Christmas dinner that
year. Di had quipped
to us “Do you have an
MG on your Christmas list?” When they
had left to go to the
function we parked
the car on their drive
with a Santa Claus
hat with writing that
said “I do believe in
Santa Claus”.
The
Bill driving the TF at Ruapuna, still left hand drive.
cat was nearly let out of
the bag during dinner
when Eric Wright said to Dren “the paintwork on your car is looking good”. Di and Dren had a
puzzled look as they knew their TF was still in the paintshop. They couldn’t wait to get home to
find out whose car was parked in their driveway. The club membership application (which had
been given to us 2 years prior) was duly filled in.
We enjoyed the TF for several years participating in Pre 56 Rallies in both the North and South
Islands as well as club days. Margaret had reservations about the left hand drive and we
decided to convert the car to right hand drive. Rather than have no MG on the road we looked
into buying a BGT which was our pick of the hard top models. In 1997 we were able to buy a
recently restored 1971 BGT with wire wheels from Charlie Fulton in Dunedin. Margaret then
participated in events at Ruapuna and we made some improvements to the car by adding
power brakes, tapered shims to the front suspension to make the steering lighter and finally a
Moss supercharger
which really makes
the car a joy to drive
on the open road.
Margaret liked the
new silver TF when it
came out. In 2006,
when the model was
being sold off, we
were able to buy a
2004 silver anniversary model. Margaret
drove it out of the car
yard with only 27 km
on the clock. We
have now owned the
car for 10 years and
the mileage has just
gone over 10,000 km.
TF now converted to right hand drive.
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HUBERT CHARLES: ENGINEER EXTRAORDINARY
springs will serve us for many years to come!” While at Abingdon, he told Kimber, Propert and
Cousins that the experimental department had to be disbanded, and jobs would be found at
Cowley for all technically qualified staff. This included Charles and Enever, Charles being given
the post of ‘Designer, MG cars’, alongside Gerald Palmer, who was responsible for Morris and
Wolseley models. Enever was to be liaison officer with the Abingdon works, but now based at
Cowley, which suited him as he lived closer to Cowley than to Abingdon! Jackson suffered rather
worse initially, being given a job as itinerant works engineer visiting customers suffering
problems with their MG cars.
Charles had patented 10 original ideas while at MG, giving credit to co-workers where
appropriate, as well as contributing so much support to the activities of the Company and its
customers.

Bill and Margaret with the MG fleet.

When did you first get involved with MGs?
We first encountered MGs in 1967, not long after we got married. Margaret was working for an
insurance company and a 1954 Green MG TF, which had had a fire in the engine bay, came up
for tender via the Loss Adjuster. We had long admired MGs as our dream cars and the chance
to pick one up and repair it was an exciting possibility. Having just bought our first house (quarter
acre section with a tiny cottage) we were strapped for cash. Unfortunately the car sold for £5
more than we had tendered. We believe the owner bought it back.
We weren’t to renew our association with the mark until 1991 when we met Di and Dren
Errington who are our neighbours. Dren was restoring his TF and we had a large garage going
unused. He stored the
rolling chassis in this garage
while he worked on the
body. Over the next few
years gentle hints became
more purposeful “when are
you guys going to buy an
MG?” In 1996 we had a
holiday to the U.S.A. On
arriving there Bill picked up
a copy of the Hemmings
Automobile Magazine which
had a number of classic
MGs for sale. Advertised in
it was a 1954 TF that had
had a lot of work done on it.
The car was in Fort Lauderdale, Florida and since we
were going down to the
Florida Keys we stopped in
TF as first seen in Fort Lauderdale.
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That Palmer and Charles did not get on is not really surprising. The former regarded the latter as
a “loose cannon”, no doubt information fed him by Len Lord, who regarded the motor car as a
means of getting to places and nothing more, and Charles left during 1937 to move back into the
aircraft industry. Sir Roy Fedden was the engine designer of the Bristol Aeroplane Company
near Bristol, and had been an enthusiastic customer of MG cars, using them in rallies and trials.
When Kimber decided that it was time to equip the MG factory for military work, he contacted
Fedden, who ensured that Reg Jackson was placed at the Gloster Aeroplane Company’s works
to look into the ways of setting up a proper inspection department within MG to meet the
required standards. It is likely that Fedden got wind of the fact than Hubert Charles was unhappy
at Cowley, because a consortium of companies headed by Rolls Royce and Bristol were setting
up a joint company, called Rotol Ltd (‘Ro’ from Rolls Royce, ‘tol’ from Bristol!) to produce and
improve designs for variable pitch aircraft propellers, which were previously regarded by the
Ministry as an unnecessary complication as they were not inherently reliable, having tried both
electrical and hydraulic power to make them work. It was Rotol who perfected designs, and
Charles was involved with this work, which was in time for reliable variable pitch propellers to be
used in the Battle of Britain fighters, and all subsequent British war ’planes.
Lord himself left Morris Industries in 1937, making the mistake of asking Lord Nuffield for a rise,
which was turned down taking the view that he made financial rewards; they were not something
staff should ask for. Lord left, very upset, and went on a world cruise, returning to work initially
for the Nuffield Benevolent Association, before moving to Austin Motor Company in 1938.
Charles’ work in the aircraft industry on war work took him in 1941 to one of Herbert Austin’s
shadow factories at Cofton Hackett, where he worked on the operational problems associated
with the four-engine bomber aeroplanes, initially Stirlings and later, Halifaxes and Lancasters.
With Leonard Lord in charge, this brought the two men together again, and Lord got Charles
involved in thinking about post-war car design, it seems on the engine design of the small
A-series unit of 800cc, and slightly larger B-series of 1200cc. Engineer in charge of this work
was Bill Appleby, and while it was very much secondary to the war work, time was found to
patent various items of original thinking from Charles.
With the war over, Charles continued to work on the new engine range, the larger of which was
eventually put into production with the A40 Devon model, introduced in 1947, but shortly before
this Charles again found himself at odds with Lord’s dictatorial mode of management and
resigned in 1946, turning to consultancy and obtaining work with both Cam Gears Ltd, who
supplied steering gears to, amongst others, the Nuffield Group, and Norton Motors Ltd,
manufacturers of quality motor cycles.
During this time he met Gilbert Manley, probably through Norton Motors, for whom Manley was
also working, and in 1953 they formed a partnership, Manley & Charles, which sought contracts
from the engineering industry and which was apparently successful at first. However, this was
wound up in 1956, following a mutual agreement, and Charles went to work as an engineer for
Humphrey & Glasgow Ltd, contracted in the oil and gas industries, and just getting involved with
North Sea gas and oil fields.
In 1962, Charles moved to Associated Octel Ltd, who were endeavouring to solve problems in
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CLUB CAPTAIN’S REPORT

Greetings everyone
I am looking forward to a new year of MGCC
events. Even the questionable weather should
represent summer by the time this MaG is in your
letterbox. With the 2017 MG event calendar
being put in place by the committee, the pressure
is on to keep providing interesting and
challenging events and activities for you all to
enjoy.
Looking back through the last couple of years of
MaGs really does show how active the Club is
and the wonderful level of member support.
Often it is not the regular runs that stand out, but
those that are one-off opportunities or a special
event where our participation has been welcomed.
Diagram from patent application for modified rear
suspension for EX150.
the automotive emissions field from the point of view of fuels, and Charles was designated
Chief Engineer until his retirement in 1968, at the age of 71, living happily and contented until
1982, when he died on 18 January at the age of 88 years.
It was at the Bletchley, Buckinghamshire site, operated at the time by Octel, that I was able to
meet Charles, thanks to an introduction from Syd Enever. Although reluctant to talk about his
time at MG, I was able to elicit a little from him, but it was obvious that, while he respected
Enever and Jackson, and asked after Cousins and others, he had nothing to say about Lord or
Thomas. He felt that the R-type MG was a wasted opportunity, which inspired me to research
the model, and even to try to buy one at one stage.
The man was an imposing figure and spoke fluently and authoritatively on engineering matters,
and after my week with him I felt that I would have been able to work for him, but that never
happened, although in studying his works at Abingdon and his contribution to the overall picture
at MG, I have grown to admire him immensely. During his working life he patented no fewer
than 53 of his works, a remarkable number. I believe he was not always well served by
colleagues he trusted, which probably did not fit him for the highest levels of management,
where one needed to be ruthless. Charles was an honourable man, some others were not.
He was undoubtedly the brains behind the MG operation and its many successes between
1929 and 1937. His works are to be found even in the SVW and T-series cars of pre-war times.
There was little inspiring about the Morris or Wolseley cars of that period: drive any of them and
you will quickly see what I mean! Yet the cars produced at Abingdon 1936-39 from the same
basic parts are worthy of the ideal of the original MG cars, those of the so-called vintage era,
pre-1929, offering as they did good value for money. Even the TA with its plodding engine has
good handling, and the extra cubic capacity does provide a more relaxing drive that the TripleM cars, which needed to be “rowed along with the gear-lever to get their best”, as Reg Jackson
once said to me. However, from a pure engineering perspective, the making of a world beating
racing car from the Morris Minor was something few others could have achieved. This, coupled
with his works in aeronautical engineering and industrial engineering, surely puts Hubert Noel
Charles amongst the all-time great engineers: truly an engineer extraordinary.
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If you have any bright ideas or hear of an activity that the Club could possibly join in with then
Leonid and I would love to hear about it. These additional opportunities for a great day out
certainly can add further variety to our MG year.
By the time this MaG comes out, all those at the President’s BBQ will have admired the cars
presented for this year’s concours. Just maintaining a MG in top condition and cleanliness makes
all entrants of both the Concours and Pride of Ownership event winners in my mind. These
owners have a pride and passion for their vehicles and are prepared to put in the many hours
work maintaining such a high standard of presentation. They also have an in-depth knowledge of
how their car ‘should’ look. I am convinced these entrants maintain garage-cum-workshops just
as spotless and organised as their cars. To have even one of our garages looking clean and tidy
is something I used to aspire to, but now have accepted the reality that the Frame- Reid garages
are primarily used to store lots of stuff. Mostly, there is room to park cars and if you have a map
and a torch a visitor may find the wine fridge. One day our kids will eventually claim their
possessions then I shall be forced to have a very big clean-up of what is left behind.
As some members are already aware, I maintain a close relationship with my mate Google. In
the lead up to our small concours event, I looked on-line for some information that might fill in a
bit of my MG-knowledge-gap. Up came several MG Car Club concours procedures manuals, one
providing 119-page document of rules and precise information about the correct standard for
each class of MG being judged. I was much relieved when Dren sent me his documentation and
informed me this was all he and David P would be using on the day. Just one page! Talk about
keeping things simple at the Canterbury Club. Bet both Dren and David have neat and tidy
garages too.
Take care sharing the road with all the tourists.

S andra Frame
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PAUL WALBRAN MOTORS

EDITORIAL
The New Year once again started
splendidly with a glorious day of
around 30 degrees for the annual
Vintage Car Club picnic at Little River.
Naturally a huge turnout of MGs.
Sadly, regulars Shirley and Graham
Inwood were not there and just a few
days later Shirley passed away.
There was a very large turnout of MG
people for Shirley’s memorial service
on January 11 which was followed by
an MG cortege of around 25 cars
through central Christchurch to the
Cashmere Club for afternoon tea. It was a moving tribute to a great club member. Di & Dren
Errington have written an obituary taken from their eulogy given at the chapel. This is on
page 15.
Bill and Margaret Hopkins are the feature of this issue’s member interview and I sincerely thank
them for the time they put into the article. As you will read Bill has a lifetime of work ahead of him
with the cars he has waiting for restoration.
Dren Errington, ‘A Visit to Abingdon – way back when’ and John McDonald, ‘A Surprising Racing
Driver’, have again produced fascinating articles and I thank them once again.
I also thank my good friend in the UK, Andy Knott, who helped source the article on Hubert
Charles.
You will have probably noticed that in recent issues we have been getting less and less for the
classified section which is disappointing as I know there are always a lot of member’s cars for
sale. If you have a car or parts for sale please send details to me and I will place them in the
classified section for no cost. We are a very big club and it makes sense that the most likely
buyers will be other club members. Just a photo or two and some words plus your contact details
is all that are needed. Note the deadline for the next issue on page 1.
I spend a lot of time thinking about the balance of the Canterbury MaG to ensure there is always
something of interest for all of our member readers. We always get great feedback from articles
of a technical nature but these are the hardest to secure. If you have some special knowledge or
interest in the technical area please make contact with me as it might just be what we are looking
for. We have the ability to scan photographs and we will even type out handwritten notes if you
do not have access to a computer.
A large contingent of Canterbury members are off to the National Pre56 Rally in Whanganui in
February and we wish them all a safe and enjoyable trip across the ditch.
I look forward to see you at an MG event during the rest of Summer.

David Blackwell
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

MOTORKHANA
MOTORKHANA – Adams Road, West Melton

Hello again after the holiday season. I hope
it has been both enjoyable and relaxing
either at home or away. Welcome new
members to the MG Marque and those who
are about to join us in the coming events we
have planned for you.

20 November 2016
Results

TIMING SHEET

Name
Noel Barnes
Garry Steere
Stu Moore
Maria Barnes
Roger Foy
Bob McIntosh
Pat O'Connell
Lawrie Steere
Dren Errington
Mark Cumming*
David Proven
Jenny Steere
Di Errington
Frank Sin
Stuart Castle
DNF
Kevin Sarjeant

Car
MGZR
Midget
MGTF
MGZR
MGBGT
MGBGT
MGA
MGA
MGTF
MGA
MGTF
MG3
MGTF
MGB
MGB

A
32.78
33.28
33.19
33.97
36.22
34.19
38.56
36.94
36.40
36.72
38.53
35.69
38.47
38.85
43.13

MGA

39.19

*Pat’s grandson

B
23.09
24.69
26.53
26.35
28.72
27.53
26.93
28.94
28.50
28.75
29.94
31.62
29.50
36.34
36.25

C
25.20
26.10
27.91
26.50
27.15
27.75
27.90
28.75
29.44
29.10
30.25
28.34
31.81
32.97
32.56

D
33.25
32.22
36.19
37.22
35.87
41.34
40.93
40.22
41.16
40.94
42.00
46.85
44.59
48.59
48.59

32.16

51.78

Car

Points

Overall

Noel Barnes

MG ZR

114.32

1 st

Garry Steere

Midget

116.29

2 nd

Stu Moore

MGTF

123.82

3 rd

Total
114.32
116.29
123.82
124.04
127.96
130.81
134.32
134.85
135.50
135.51
140.72
142.50
144.37
156.75
160.53

Overall Results
Cat.
Overall

Men

Ladies

Name

Noel Barnes

MG ZR

114.32

1 st

Garry Steere

Midget

116.29

2 nd

Stu Moore

MGTF

123.82

3 rd

Maria Barnes

MG ZR

124.04

1 st

Jenny Steere

MG 3

142.50

2 nd

Di Errington

MGTF

144.37

3 rd

Last year ended with a relaxing evening at
Tai Tapu Hotel. Was that you who arrived
by helicopter, or were you one of the Xmas
decorated participants? The New Year
started at Little River domain where the
MGs again outnumbered others in the VCC
well organised day (weather included, being
sheltered from the Nor’wester).
Our motoring involved two trips on the
Lewis Pass route to Blenheim to share
celebrations with our family for Xmas and
welcoming a second great grandson. Traffic
was well behaved with large numbers of
police present plus the fifteen car convoys
precluded most options of passing. Our
Christchurch families all enjoy visiting the holiday places up North too with one of them hitting The
Press for 21 years at Tahunanui camping. Driving took longer but the scenery is great.
We are off to a good start with the MMM run, the President’s BBQ and the concourse, so check
out the coming planned events in the centrefold to see which ones you can be a starter in. Every
one of last years events had good numbers which is an indication of a very good motoring club.
Many other clubs are experiencing poorer turnouts and as the age of cars and drivers increase I
believe programme adjustments and happy friendships help to compensate. Our events and
monthly meetings certainly are proving successful. Pride in our cars and convivial membership is a
good mix. I know we get busy or get overloaded with work, but turning up to support the
committee’s efforts is appreciated. Have you sent Club Captain your e-mail address for contacting
information and latest news yet?
Perhaps you may like to arrange repairs and spit & polish ready for the 2018 National Rally we
are organising in Timaru. Let the committee know any ideas that you would like included in future
enjoyable events. Let us know also of any good events you particularly enjoyed, or improvement
suggestions as we all need feed back.

Shirley Johnson

A great day. Thanks to the time keepers and marshals, and once again, Frank
and Iris for the track.
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PRESIDENT

COMMITTEE

Shirley Johnson (David)

Tony Reid (Sandra)

H 332 5776 M 027 2442520

M 021 243 7412
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H 358 4021

Stuart Castle (Tessa)

trevor.ingham@ieee.org
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Leonid Itskovich (Elena)

stuartmcastle@hotmail.com

H 358 5990
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SECRETARY

Bob McIntosh (Lesley)

Jenny Steere (Lawrie)

H 384 5425 M 021 0871 8057
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bobmc@snap.net.nz
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Ted Clarke (Barbara)
H 980 8596 M 021 987 527

CLUB CAPTAIN
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Stu Moore
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John McDonald (Susan)
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Timaru

Bronwyn McMurtrie &
Andrew Hewitt
94 Beach Road, Ashburton.
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03 308 6252
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03 548 3899
03 686 2521
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CLASSIFIEDS - NEW MEMBERS

CLUB EVENTS

Cover photo

For sale

Kevin Sarjeant competing in the
Motorkhana.

February

“Call it MGA” by Piers Hubbard & Roger Martin
Copy 62/251
Contact Brian Reid 03 434 8680 A.H. 03 434 3043

Sat/Sun 4,5

Skope meeting

021 421 829. reid.br@xtra.co.nz

Monday 6

Okains Bay

Wednesday 15

Triple M run

Contents

Sunday 19

Sunset run

Club contacts

2

Mon-Sun 20 –26

Pre 56 Whanganui

President’s report

3

Editorial

4

Club Captain’s report

5

Member interview

6

A visit to Abingdon

10

March

New Members
Don & Jill Lyall

Christchurch

MGA

Andrew Moss & Brenda Banning

Christchurch

MGBV8

Warren & Marilyn Harrington

Hanmer Springs

MG TF

A very warm welcome to the club.
We hope to see you often, enjoying the Marque of Friendship.
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Club night

Triple M November

12

Sunday 12

Last of the summer wine

Christmas dinner

14

Wednesday 15

Triple M run

Obituary - Shirley Inwood

15

Coming events

16

A Surprising Racing Driver

18

Hubert Charles - Engineer
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Motorkhana

30

TBC

Kimber run

Classifieds/new members
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Easter 14-17

Classic Fighters Blenheim

Wednesday 19

Triple M run

New Year’s Day Picnic at Little River
MG CAR CLUB (CANTERBURY CENTRE)
P.O. Box 1775, CHRISTCHURCH 8140
Editor : david.blackwell@xtra.co.nz
Secretary: mgservicecentre@xtra.co.nz
MGCC (CANTERBURY CENTRE) WEBSITE: www.mgcarclubcanterbury.nz
MGCC (NZ) WEBSITE: www.mgcarclub.org.nz
OUR BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER: 02-0865-0020158-00 (BNZ Armagh St Branch)
CLOSING DATE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE: March 4
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