
Brazier to spend time coaching in Japan 
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WELLINGTON: Black Ferns Sevens player Kelly Brazier will take a short-term 
sabbatical later this year to coach in Japan. Brazier will coach the Brave Louve in the 
Taiyo Seimei Women’s Sevens Series. 
 
She is the second Black Ferns Sevens player to take a sabbatical , with captain 
Sarah Hirini recently announcing she would spend some time playing sevens in 
Japan. 
 
Like Hirini, playmaker Brazier will complete the World Sevens Series in Toulouse 
before taking up her coaching contract as the spot coach for the Brave Louve. 
 
Following the Taiyo Seimei series, Brazier will return to New Zealand to prepare for 
the 2024 Paris Olympic Games with the Black Ferns Sevens. 
 
Brazier is looking forward to the challenge. 
 
‘‘ I am very excited for the opportunity for myself and my family to live abroad. It will 
be a great experience for us all. 
 
‘‘ But more importantly, it provides me with a pathway to do something I’m 
passionate about while still playing. 
 
‘‘ It will be a massive learning experience, which is hugely exciting. Through this 
time, I will be soaking up as much as I can, developing my knowledge, learning and 
growing as a coach.’’ 
 
Black Ferns Sevens coach Cory Sweeney said it was a fantastic opportunity for 
Brazier. 
 
‘‘ Kelly is an integral part of our team’s success, and this is a great chance for her to 
grow as a coach and pursue her aspirations off the field,’’ Sweeney said. 
 
‘‘ Throughout her time with the 
Black Ferns Sevens, we have 
continued to assist her in 
developing her coaching craft, and 
she has never shied away from 
being involved. 
 
‘‘ This is the perfect chance for 
Kelly to learn, grow and be 
challenged in a new environment .’’ 
— RNZ 
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