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2021 SENIOR PATHWAYS

Welcome from the Principal
This booklet provides the assistance necessary for students and their parents to make informed decisions regarding
their subject choices for 2021.
Some special features of our senior school courses are:
•
•
•
•
•

a broad range of subjects to suit the needs of individual students;
opportunities for multi-level study to provide flexibility;
opportunity to study STAR courses that lead to industry qualifications;
a strong focus on the need to gain national qualifications;
alternative pathways (Gateway, Transition to Work Programmes) – provide ready-to-work training opportunities.

DreamCatcher provides descriptors of all subjects. Please note that some courses involve additional costs for special
materials or fieldwork trips. Selection of such courses is an acknowledgement that you are prepared to pay this
additional cost.
Senior students should discuss their course ideas with their parents and make informed choices.
No student who reaches the age of 16 years in Year 11 and Year 12, should consider leaving without first discussing
other options with our staff in the Guidance and Careers Department. Certainly students should not leave at 16
unless they have secured employment or are attending another educational training course.
Please feel free to contact any staff member for further assistance at any time. We are more than happy to discuss
the information contained in this booklet either by email, telephone or with a school appointment.
Alastair Sinton
Principal

Guidelines for Using Senior Pathways
Before making a final decision on your course for next year consider those subjects which would be of use in a future
career path. Careful selection of subjects means finding out about the pathways that link your subject selection with
future goals.
As you read through this book refer to pages 6 and 7 to see a subject flowchart as not all subjects continue and make
sure your pathway is not blocked by selecting a group of subjects that come from only one faculty area.
If you are unclear about the pathways to a career in the future then be sure to select a range of subjects that can
take you in different directions. Complete your subject selection pathway from Year 13 back to your current year
through DreamCatcher or on page 4 of this document.
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A student who has several paths to follow is able to take advantage of opportunities that may come several years in
the future. The subjects offered are listed in alphabetical order of departments on DreamCatcher.
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To find information about your possible course over several years follow the pathway of subject selection below. First
consider what career or interests you want in the future. Refer to your Career Profile within DreamCatcher and follow
the instructions given. Ask your parents or caregivers about skills and abilities that you have. Seek information from
your class teachers, Deans and Career staff. Look in the newspaper and career websites to find out about the types
of jobs that are available. Ask the question: “Am I qualified to get the career I would really like when I leave school?”

Tina Yule
Associate Principal

Our Vision: Te Kitenga
Together as learners, we are inspired to grow
At Mount Maunganui College we believe it is important for our community to be inspired by a love of learning so that
we discover and pursue our aspirations and dreams. We are committed to growing a community that continually
strives to be the best that we can be.
“Mā tō rourou, mā tōku rourou, ka ora ai te iwi”

Our Strategic Focus: Te Rautaki Arotahi
As a community of learners, Mount Maunganui College will:
•
•
•

Empower all learners to be confident, connected and to succeed with integrity;
Form respectful relationships that are responsive to the needs of all; and,
Grow active learners who positively contribute to our society.

Structuring a Course
Students entering a subject for the first time at all levels - Student must meet the criteria as specified in the Pathways
booklet.
The structure of the senior school aims to provide students with a wide variety of subjects to study and the opportunity to
work at appropriate levels through multi level studies.
300 Subjects - Year 13 - Level 3 - Backward Pathway Mapping (use the DreamCatcher template)
It is most important for all students to have a clear perception of pathways to their final year at College and be well
prepared for tertiary education. A degree of ‘glide time’ may be introduced by creating a seventh option line which may
operate before school. If class numbers are insufficient (as per school policy or staffing is unavailable) a class may not be
offered in that particular year. Students in most cases will be able to take the course by correspondence.
For administration purposes students will stay with their year group unless a student has to repeat a year.
Subjects
Subjects are full year courses of study, directed towards success in a National Certificate of Educational Achievement
(NCEA). Most subjects operate for four hours in the 25 hour cycle of five days.
Multi Level Study
For many students there are real advantages to include subjects from various levels in a course of study. Many Year 12
students will include in their courses subjects from Level 1 and a number of Year 13 students will study a combination of
Level 1, 2 and 3 subjects. There may even be some Year 12 students for whom study of Level 3 subjects is appropriate. This
option will be negotiated with the individual student.
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Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13
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Backward Pathway Mapping
Enter the 5 subjects you want to study at Year 13 and work backwards.
For Example:
IF ENGINEERING IS THE CAREER OF YOUR CHOICE, THEN YOUR BACKWARD MAPPING COULD LOOK LIKE THIS:
Indicates a Compulsory Requirement for this Career
Year 11

Year 12

Year 13

English

English

Chemistry

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics Calculus

Science

Physics

Physics

Graphics

Chemistry

English

Physical Education

Graphics

Physical Education

Accounting

Physical Education

IF VETERINARIAN IS THE CAREER OF YOUR CHOICE, THEN YOUR BACKWARD MAPPING COULD LOOK LIKE THIS:
Indicates a Compulsory Requirement for this Career
Year 11

Year 12

Year 13

English

English

Physics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics Calc or Stats

Science

Biology

Biology

History

Chemistry

Chemistry

Drama

Physics

History

Te Reo Maori

History

NOW... COMPLETE YOUR BACKWARD MAPPING FOR YOUR CHOSEN CAREER OF: ........................................................
Year 11

Year 12

Year 13

English
Mathematics
Science or Horticulture
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NOW... COMPLETE YOUR BACKWARD MAPPING FOR YOUR CHOSEN CAREER OF: ........................................................
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Year 11
English
Mathematics
Science or Horticulture

Year 12

Year 13

Getting it Right
Making Wise Choices
If a student does not know what tertiary path or career they may move into – subject choices should be kept broad
and not subject specific.
Making the Right Choice
Should be based on:
•
•
•

your interests
your abilities
any career intentions you
have.

To make good decisions you need the right information, check
that you have:
•
•
•
•

checked with Career Staff
updated your Career Profile in DreamCatcher
researched
made connections with people working in those areas in the
community.

Student Support Programmes
Very Able Students
Some students have special talents in academic studies. Students who show outstanding ability in one or more
subjects are encouraged to develop these skills further. In subsequent years these students are then given the
opportunity to study the subjects at a more advanced level. In this way students are provided with the stimulus to
enhance their special academic skills. This will be co-ordinated by:
Mrs O'Meara (GATE Co-ordinator)
Email - dinaho@mmc.school.nz
Guidance Network
Changes, challenges and decisions are part of every adolescent’s life. Mount Maunganui College has supportive
staff who may be able to help with decision making and problem solving. The guidance staff includes three Guidance
Counsellors, a Careers Counsellor and Deans at each year level who can help students with educational, personal,
career and social matters. As well, the Deans are in charge of options and class organisation at each year level.
Students wishing to talk to Guidance staff can either go directly themselves or can be referred through their subject/
form teachers. Parents can arrange appointments by phoning the College and asking for the Guidance / Careers
staff.

Pathway Charges
Course Costs
Parents / Caregivers are obliged to pay specific course costs where they have explicitly agreed to do so. This includes
only the costs which are required to pay for materials, field work and other resources and does not include external
qualification costs. These costs are indicated for each subject in DreamCatcher.
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If students have outstanding course costs they may not be permitted to enrol in that course again.

5

2021 Subject Pathways - Core Subjects
LEARNING
AREAS

YEAR 9

ENGLISH

•

English

YEAR 10

•

English

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

YEAR 13

NCEA LEVEL 1

NCEA LEVEL 2

NCEA LEVEL 3

•
•

•
•

English
Contextualised
English

•
•

English
Contextualised
English

•

Psychology

•

Psychology

English
Contextualised
English

PSYCHOLOGY
MATHEMATICS

•

Mathematics

•

Mathematics

•

Mathematics

•
•
•
•

Mathematics
Maths Calculus
Maths Statistics
Contextualised
Mathematics

•
•
•

Mathematics
Maths Calculus
Maths Statistics

SCIENCE

•

Science

•

Science

•
•
•

Science
Horticulture
Contextualised
Science

•
•
•

Biology
Chemistry
Earth Space
Science
Physics
Marine Studies
Contextualised
Science
Horticulture

•
•
•
•
•

Biology
Chemistry
Earth Space
Science
Physics
Marine Studies

Geography
History
Geography /
History
Tourism
Classical Studies

•
•
•
•

Geography
History
Tourism
Classical Studies

Physical
Education
Health
Outdoor
Education
Applied
Recreation

•

Physical
Education
Health
Outdoor
Education
Applied
Recreation
Nutrition and
Wellbeing in
Society

•
•
•
•
SOCIAL
SCIENCES

•

Social
Studies

•

Geography /
History

•
•
•

Geography
History
Geography /
History

•
•
•
•
•
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HEALTH AND
PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
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•
•

Physical
Education
Sports
Performance

•
•

Physical
Education
Sports
Performance

•
•
•
•

Physical
Education
Health
Outdoor
Education
Applied
Recreation

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

2021 Subject Pathways - Optional Subjects
LEARNING
AREAS

YEAR 9

ARTS

•
•
•
•
•

Music
Dance
Drama
Visual Art
Elite
Performing
Arts

COMMERCE

LANGUAGES
# 6 and 12 Months

TECHNOLOGY

•

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

YEAR 13

NCEA LEVEL 1

NCEA LEVEL 2

NCEA LEVEL 3

•
•
•
•
•

Music
Dance
Drama
Visual Art
Elite
Performing
Arts

•
•
•
•

Music
Dance
Drama
Visual Art

•
•
•
•
•
•

Music
Dance
Drama
Design
Painting
Photography

•
•
•
•
•
•

Music
Dance
Drama
Design
Painting
Photography

•

Commerce

•
•
•

Accounting
Economics
Business Studies

•
•
•

Accounting
Economics
Business Studies

•
•
•

Accounting
Economics
Business Studies

•

Personal Financial
Management

•

Personal Financial
Management

•

Personal Financial
Management

•

•

ESOL
» Foundation
» English
• Te Reo Maori
• Mahi Toi
• Languages

•

•
•
•
•

ESOL
» Foundation
» English
Te Reo Maori
Mahi Toi
French
Japanese

ESOL
» Foundation
» English
• Te Reo Maori#
• Mahi Toi
• Foreign
Languages
and Culture

•

•
•
•
•

ESOL
» Foundation
» English
Te Reo Maori
Mahi Toi
French
Japanese

•

•

Computing

•

Computer Science

•

Computer Science

•

Computer Science

•

Creative Media
Design
Food and
Nutrition

•

Digital Film

•

Digital Film

•

Digital Film

•

•
•

Food and
Nutrition
Hospitality

•

•

Food and
Nutrition
Hospitality

•

Food and
Nutrition
Hospitality

•

Computing

Food and
Nutrition

•

ESOL
» Foundation
» English
• Te Reo Maori
• Mahi Toi
• Languages

•

Soft Materials

•

Soft Materials

•

Soft Materials

•

Soft Materials

•

Soft Materials

•

Graphics (DVC)

•

Graphics (DVC)

•

Graphics (DVC)

•

Graphics (DVC)

•

Graphics (DVC)

•

Hard Materials
Wood

•

Hard Materials
Wood

•

Hard Materials
Wood

•

Hard Materials
Wood

•

Hard Materials

•

Hard Materials
Metal

•

Hard Materials
Metal

•

Hard Materials
Metal and
Engineering

•

Hard Materials
Metal and
Engineering

•

Automotive

•

Automotive

•

Trades and
Construction

•

Trades and
Construction

•

Employment
Development

•

Employment
Development
Gateway
Trades Academy

•
•

Gateway Plus
Trades Academy

•
•
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EMPLOYMENT
DEVELOPMENT
/ GATEWAY

YEAR 10

Please note that all optional subjects are available based on enrolment numbers.
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Level 1 (100) Subjects - Year 10 2020 to Year 11 2021
Qualifications
National Certificate of Educational Achievement – Level 1
•
•
•
•

To achieve the NCEA Level 1 qualification all students must have reached the required national standards in
Literacy (10 credits) and Numeracy (10 credits) and therefore the course must include English and Mathematics.
80 credits of achievement or unit standards gained during the year, qualifies the student for Level 1 NCEA.
Students will be able to gain NCEA certificates with merit or excellence. The more merit and excellence grades
they achieve the better the endorsement - refer to Page 11.
Course endorsements are available - refer to Page 11.

Course Alternatives
The following courses of study are offered:
1.

A course of English, Contextualised English, Mathematics and Science, Contextualised Science or Horticulture at
Year 11 is compulsory. (Note English and Mathematics must be included to meet the Literacy and Numeracy
requirements.) A Social Science is highly recommended.

2.

All students must take a course of SIX subjects - three compulsory and three options.

3.

10DLN students may choose to take two options and undertake project work in place of the third option.

4.

Refer to your Subject Pathway Plan in DreamCatcher.

Students will study English, Mathematics and Science and three other subjects from the group listed below.
SIX subjects need to be selected in DreamCatcher.
Select THREE subject from below:
Social Science:
Geography*
Geography / History*
Geography / History (102)
History*
**Health and Physical Education:
Applied Recreation*
Health*
Outdoor Education*
Physical Education*
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Arts:
Dance*
Drama*
Music*
Visual Art*

Commerce:
Accounting*
Business Studies*
Economics*
Personal Financial Management
(103)
Languages:
English Second Language
French*
Mahi Toi / Tikanga Maori (103)
Te Reo Maori*
Japanese*
Project Work
Individual Project (101DLN)*

Employment Development
English (103EDE)
Mathematics (103EDM)
Horticulture (103EDH)
Technology (103EDT)
Wellbeing (103EDW)

There may be more than one class of a subject available if numbers warrant it.
* indicates the subject leads to a University approved subject.

**Applied Recreation, Outdoor Education and Physical Education
are the same standards being assessed.
Choose ONE only.
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Technology:
Automotive
Computer Science*
Digital Film*
Food and Nutrition*
Graphics (DVC)*
Hard Materials - Wood*
Hard Materials - Engineering (102)
Hospitality (103)
Soft Materials*
Trades & Construction Wood (102)

Level 2 (200) Subjects - Year 11 2020 to Year 12 2021
Qualifications
National Certificate of Educational Achievement – Level 2
•
•
•

80 credits of achievement or unit standards gained during the year. This may be 80 Level 2 credits or a minimum
of 60 Level 2 credits plus 20 additional Level 1 credits.
Students will be able to gain NCEA certificates with merit or excellence. Students require 50 credits at Merit or
Excellence level to gain a qualification endorsement - refer to Page 11.
Course endorsements are available - refer to Page 11.

Year 12 Course Alternatives
1.

A course of English at Year 12 is highly recommended.

2.

All students must take a course of SIX subjects – comprising of 200 and / or 100 subjects. Generally English plus
five options.

3.

Refer to your Subject Pathway Plan in DreamCatcher.

Generic Entry Criteria to 200 Subjects
The criteria for entry to subjects at this level is restricted as follows:
Level 2 Subjects
•
•
•

16 or more Level 1 Achievement and / or Unit Standard credits – automatic entry unless a higher entry requirement
is stated, eg 201 Mathematics;
12-15 Level 1 Achievement and / or Unit Standard credits – right of entry after discussion with Head of Department.
All other students must discuss their interest with the Head of Department.

Select SIX subjects from below:
English:
English (201/202)*
Contextualised English*
Communication Skills (203)

Mathematics:
Maths with Calculus* (201)
Maths with Statistics* (201)
Contextualised Maths* (201)
Mathematics (202* / 203)

**Health and Physical Education:
Applied Recreation*
Health*
Outdoor Education*
Physical Education*

Science:
Biology*
Chemistry*
Earth and Space Science*
Horticulture (203)
Marine Studies (203)
Physics*
Contextualised Physics*

Arts:
Art Design*
Dance*
Drama*
Music*
Painting*
Photography*
Commerce:
Accounting*
Business Studies*
Economics*
Personal Financial Management (203)

Languages:
English Second Language
French*
Mahi Toi / Tikanga Maori (203)
Te Reo Maori*
Technology:
Automotive
Computer Science*
Digital Film*
Food and Nutrition*
Graphics (DVC)*
Hard Materials - Wood*
Hard Materials - Engineering (202)
Hospitality (203)
Soft Materials*
Trades & Construction Wood (202)
Employment Development /
Gateway
Gateway (203)
Trades Academy (203)
Communication Skils (203EDE)
Life Skills (203EDL)
Horticulture (203EDH)

There may be more than one class of a subject available if numbers warrant it.
* indicates the subject leads to a University approved subject.
**Applied Recreation, Outdoor Education and Physical Education are the same standards being assessed.
Choose ONE only.
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Psychology
Psychology*

Social Science:
Classical Studies*
Geography / History*
Geography / History (202)
Geography*
History*
Tourism (203)
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Level 3 (300) Subjects - Year 12 2020 to Year 13 2021
Qualifications
New Zealand Scholarship
•

A New Zealand Scholarship pass can be achieved through additional examinations.

National Certificate of Educational Achievement – Level 3
•
•
•

80 credits of achievement or unit standards gained during the year. This may be 80 Level 3 credits or a minimum
of 60 Level 3 credits plus 20 additional credits at Level 1 and or Level 2 NCEA.
Students will be able to gain NCEA certificates with Merit or Excellence. Students require 50 credits at Merit or
Excellence level to gain a qualification endorsement.
Course endorsements are available - refer to Page 11.

Year 13 Course Alternatives

RECOMMENDED:

1.

FIVE University approved subjects.

2.

All other students must take a course of FIVE subjects with one subject
at Level 2 / Level 1.

3.

Refer to your Subject Pathway Plan in DreamCatcher.

All students planning on
attending University in 2022
are advised to take an
English rich subject such as:

4.

Optional free University STAR papers available - see Mrs Doherty if interested.

English 301/302
Classics
History

Generic Entry Criteria to Year 13 Subjects
The criteria for entry to subjects at this level is restricted as follows:
Level 3 Subjects
•
•
•

16 or more Level 2 Achievement and / or Unit Standard credits – automatic entry unless a higher entry requirement
is stated.
12-15 Level 2 Achievement and / or Standard credits – right of entry after discussion with Head of Department;
All other students must discuss their interest with the Head of Department.
English:
English*
Contextualised English*
Psychology
Psychology*
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Mathematics:
Mathematics*
Maths with Calculus*
Maths with Statistics*
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Science:
Biology*
Chemistry*
Earth and Space Science*
Marine Studies (303)
Physics*
Social Science:
Classical Studies*
Geography*
History*
Tourism (303)

**Health and Physical Education:
Applied Recreation*
Health*
Nutrition and Wellbeing in Society*
Outdoor Education*
Physical Education*

Languages:
English Second Language
French*
Mahi Toi / Tikanga Maori (303)
Te Reo Maori*

Arts:
Art Design*
Dance*
Drama*
Music*
Painting*
Photography*

Technology:
Computer Science*
Digital Film*
Food and Nutrition*
Graphics (DVC)*
Hard Materials - Wood*
Hard Materials - Engineering (302)
Hospitality (303)
Soft Materials*

Commerce:
Accounting*
Business Studies*
Economics*
Personal Financial Management
(303)

Gateway
Gateway (303)
Trades Academy (303)
Police Course (303)

There may be more than one class of a subject available if numbers warrant it.
* indicates the subject leads to a University approved subject.

**Applied Recreation, Outdoor Education and Physical Education are the same standards being assessed.
Choose ONE only.

Course (Subject) Endorsements - Questions and Answers
14 credits at either Merit or Excellence Level. At least three of the 14 credits must be from internal and a minimum of
3 credits from external assessments.
Scenario: I have 14 Excellence credits from internal assessment and 3 Merit credits from external assessment in Level
1 English. What endorsement do I get?
You would get a Merit endorsement. Although you have 14 credits internally assessed at Excellence, you need the
3 externally assessed credits to achieve a course endorsement. As these 3 credits are at Merit your endorsement will
be at the Merit level.
In order to get a course endorsed, does a student need at least 3 credits internally assessed at Merit/Excellence and
3 credits externally assessed at Merit/Excellence?
Yes. The 14 credits required for endorsement must include at least 3 credits from internally assessed standards as well
as at least 3 credits from externally assessed standards. The only courses exempt from these requirements are Levels
1-3 Physical Education, Levels 1-3 Religious Studies and Level 3 Visual Arts.
Once entries and results have been submitted to NZQA, can results and the make up of a course be altered?
Yes. Entries can be added to an existing course until the final file submission date in December. There will be a closeoff date after which entries cannot be withdrawn or moved from one course to another.
Course endorsement does not change any existing rules for data returns, derived grades, reviews or reconsiderations.
The endorsement check simply checks the course and the standards in it to see if the candidate has met the course
endorsement criteria. As course endorsement requires at least 3 credits from externally assessed standards, NZQA
will not begin the endorsement check until all external results have been finalised.

NCEA Certificate Endorsements
If a student gains 50 credits at Excellence, their NCEA qualifications will be endorsed with Excellence. Likewise, if a
student gains 50 credits at Merit (or a combination of Merit and Excellence), their NCEA will be endorsed with Merit.
The Record of Achievement shows endorsement awards.
Credits earned can count towards an endorsement over more than one year and more than one year level.
However, the credits must be gained at the level of the certificate or above. For example, Level 2 credits will count
towards endorsement of a Level 1 NCEA, but Level 1 credits will not count towards endorsement of a Level 2 NCEA.

University Approved List
Drama

Music Studies

Biology

Earth and Space Science

Painting (Practical Art)

Business Studies (Marketing)

Economics

Photography (Practical Art)

Calculus

Education for Sustainability

Physical Education

Chemistry

English

Physics

Classical Studies

French

Psychology

Dance

Geography

Science

Design (Practical Art)

Health Education

Technology

Design & Visual Communication
(Graphics)

History

Te Reo Rangatira or Te Reo Maori

Digital Technologies

Home Economics
Mathematics
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Future Pathways
What to consider NOW for your possible Future Pathways
Your Future Pathways can be determined by your subject selection as early as in Year 10. A programme called
DreamCatcher will help guide the decision-making process to ensure future pathways can be achieved app.dreamcatcher.school.nz (refer to page 15)
An important aspect of this process is to explore and specifically research possible places of study. Each provider has
different entry criteria for their courses – ensure informed decisions are made using the tools available.
Most universities use a score system to help identify which students will be invited to study in each course. This ranked
system is a useful guide for all students wishing to study at any University.
GENERAL OVERVIEW OF TERTIARY ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
TERTIARY COURSE

LITERACY and NUMERACY

NCEA REQUIREMENTS

CERTIFICATE

Literacy (may be required)
10 credits in English at Level 2

Completed 3 or 4 years secondary
schooling.
Some courses require NCEA Level 1 or a
number of Level 2 credits.

Literacy
DIPLOMA

10 credits in English at Level 2
- 5 credits in Reading
- 5 credits in Writing
Literacy

DEGREE
Open Entry

10 credits in English at Level 2 or higher including:
- 5 credits in Reading
- 5 credits in Writing
Numeracy
10 credits in Mathematics at Level 1 or higher

DEGREE
Limited Entry
Refer to each Provider’s entry
criteria

Literacy & Numeracy
Same as for Common Entrance Standard

Minimum of 48 credits at Level 2 (or
higher) over four subjects.
Generally,
no
particular
subject
requirements – few exceptions.

Common Entrance Standard is the
minimum requirement for degree entry.
Details of Level 3 credits/subjects and
requirements for Common Entrance
Standard are outlined on the our NCEA
page.

Limited Entry applies to degree courses
where numbers are restricted. Higher
requirements are set and are in addition
to
achieving
Common
Entrance
Standard.

University Entrance - Common Entrance Standards
The table below represents Common Entrance Standard which is the minimum requirement to gain entry into a
degree programme at a New Zealand University. Most universities have additional requirements to this standard so
it is important that you research the entry criteria for all possible providers carefully. Use DreamCatcher as your tool
to research.
UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
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Achievement of NCEA Level 3
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(60 credits at Level 3 or higher and 20 credits at Level 2 or higher)

14 credits in each of THREE subjects from the University approved list of subjects on the previous page
The remaining credits to achieve NCEA Level 3 may come from either achievement or unit standards
UE Literacy - 10 CREDITS (5 in reading and 5 in writing) from:
specific Level 2 and higher achievement standards, or specific Te Reo Maori and Te Reo Rangatira Level 2 standards; or
two specific Level 4 English for academic purposes unit standards
UE Numeracy - 10 CREDITS at Level 1 or higher from specified achievement standards or three specific numeracy unit standards
Since 2019 the University of Auckland requires that students enrolling must have a minimum of 17 credits in English Level 2.

Recommended Subjects - Tertiary Study
This is only a general guide for study areas where a background in certain school subjects is strongly recommended.
•
•
•
•

There are many other study areas that do not require any particular subjects. Remember all subjects are useful for
knowledge and skills.
Only a very small number of University courses have compulsory requirements. These tend to be Science related
courses. Refer to the table below.
Rank scores indicated below will give an idea what students need to aim for. Students must specifically research
providers and add to their profile in DreamCatcher. Entry criteria can change yearly.
E.L.R. = subjects rich in English language (English and subjects from the Social Sciences)
Rank score calculations - apply to your Level 2 results to give you an indication of how you are going:
Excellence = 4 points

Merit = 3 points

STUDY AREAS

YEAR 11 SUBJECTS

YEAR 12 SUBJECTS (Level 2)

Architecture

Visual Art or Graphics
Mathematics
Science

Design and / or Visual Art or Graphics
Mathematics

Achieved = 2 points
YEAR 13 SUBJECTS (Level 3)
Portfolio
Design and or Painting or Graphics
One E.L.R. subject
Physics or Calculus
Rank Score - 230

Business

(degree level study)

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics
(Statistics or Calculus)
Rank Score - 180

Law

No specific subjects.

No specific subjects

Engineering

Mathematics
Science

Mathematics
Physics
Chemistry

Minimum - one E.L.R. subject.

Calculus - 17 External Credits
Physics - 16 External Credits
Chemistry
Rank Score - 260

Mathematics
Science

Biology
Chemistry
Mathematics

Mathematics
Science

Mathematics
Minimum two out of the three sciences;
Chemistry, Physics, Biology

Health Science

Mathematics
Science

Mathematics (optional)
Minimum of one of the sciences;
Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Minimum of one of the following;
Biology, Chemistry
Physics, Science
Mathematics
Plus
One E.L.R. subject
Nursing
Rank Score - 230

Technology /
Physical Sciences

Mathematics
Science

Mathematics
Physics
Chemistry

Maths with Calculus
Physics
Chemistry
Technology

Mathematics
Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Maths with Statistics (or Calculus)
Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Biological Sciences

Health Sciences

(Dentistry, Medicine,
Medical Science,
Physiotherapy, Pharmacy)

(Nursing, Occupational
Therapy)

Maths with Statistics (or Calculus)
Minimum two out of the three Sciences in order of priority;
Chemistry, Physics, Biology
One E.L.R. subject
Bio Medical
Rank Score - 280
Health Science
Rank Score - 250

Rank Score - 220

All links and resources to assist you in making informed decisions are in DreamCatcher.
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Veterinary Science

Science
Mathematics

Biology
Chemistry
Maths with Statistics (or Calculus)
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Senior Subject Selection Timetable

Structuring a Senior Course Evening - 6pm - 7pm - School Hall
Term 3 - Week 1
Tuesday 21 July

An information evening for parents / caregivers and students to learn how to structure a
senior course that will ensure all pathways remain open in the future. This is a new initiative
for the school as the process of selecting senior subjects is quite difficult and the more
informed you and your child are the easier the process is.

Introduction in Y10, 11 and 12 assemblies about the process and what students need to do.
Information books are given out this week with subject selection information instructions.
Planning and Discussion Process
Term 3 - Weeks 2-4
27 July - 14 August

DreamCatcher is open with subject information – access available at home via the
computer.
A full copy of the Senior Pathways book is available online via the school website or
DreamCatcher.
Planning subject selection to start - discuss with parents / caregiver your thoughts.
If leaving school enter LEA code in DreamCatcher.
Future Focus Week 3
Assemblies will focus on making appropriate subject selections and the process.
Year 10 students will be selecting subjects for 2021 during their Geography / History classes.

Term 3 - Weeks 3-5
3-20 August

Year 11 and 12 students will be given time in computer room to make subject selections
and adjust career plans if necessary. Print plan from DreamCatcher and take home to
show parents / caregiver.
Have discussion with parents / caregiver / subject teachers / form teachers regarding your
next year subject selection.
Deans will monitor students selection.
Careers Pathways Evening in School Hall (take your paper copy with you)

Term 3 - Week 3
Wednesday 5 August

Term 3 - Week 5

MMC SENIOR PATHWAYS 2021

Thursday 20 August
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Teachers available to check your subject selection ideas (will you be accepted into the
course).
Employers available (5:30pm - 7pm) to discuss what subjects you need to take to pursue
that career option or what their normal day at work is like.

Final date for subject selection in DreamCatcher.

Subject Selection Instructions

Student Subject Selection Process
**NEW: includes Assessment Standards**
LOG ON TO: app.dreamcatcher.school.nz
Prior to starting this section you should have:
1. Completed tools on ‘Self-Assessment’
2. Completed/Edited: Career Ideas to Explore
3. Completed/Edited: Career Research

Select: Subject Selection – Quick Access button
1. Note the minimum Level of Education required and ‘Subjects Recommended to Study’ at school for the
Career Pathway to remain a possible option
2. Scroll down to view each year and level. To view subjects you have taken in the past and the ones you
intend to do in the future

http://www.dreamcatcher.school.nz

MMC SENIOR PATHWAYS 2021

Check Subjects Selected keep your career ideas OPEN
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CLICK:
Read Instructions and Open YOUR schools subject selection pathway booklet – go to the area relevant for your
year level you are applying for.
1. Are there any compulsory subjects?
2. How many subjects can you choose?
3. Does your subject lead to a University Approved subject?

Click on ‘Select a Department’
1. A selection of ‘Subjects’ which sit under this Department will appear
2. Click on ‘Information’ for each subject to view the details of the course
3. Identify the Year you are applying for eg: 2019 – Yr 12 (please see below)

MMC SENIOR PATHWAYS 2021

If you wish to APPLY for this subject– click on ‘Apply’
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Now displaying in ‘Current Subjects’
Select all your other subjects then:
For each subject, select the appropriate subject code. It is important to refer to:
o Prerequisite information – am I eligible to apply for this course?

http://www.dreamcatcher.school.nz

Click on SELECT SUBJECTS to continue adding, THEN click on Subject Pathway to review overall plan
CHECK POINT – print your subject selection PDF or view on your Screen…..
1. Do your subjects flow from one year to the next?
2. Are you taking all subjects recommended for your possible future plan?
3. If not, can you take an alternate pathway to reach your destination? Eg: summer school, Polytechnic or
PTE course, on the job training
What NEXT?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Discuss with your Parents/Caregiver
Discuss each subject with Head of Department or Teacher in Charge – [HOD/TIC]
Study hard to ensure you meet academic entry criteria
Your REQUESTED subject may be DECLINED or ACCEPTED

Declined from taking a subject?
1. The HOD should have given an alternative option in the message
2. If you have any queries see or message the teacher concerned and/or Dean
3. Re-select your new subject and code
4. Put all subjects in numerical order – declined at the bottom
MMC SENIOR PATHWAYS 2021

http://www.dreamcatcher.school.nz
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NEW: Relevant for Level 1, 2, 3 NCEA students
View Potential Assessment Standards offered CLICK:
NOTE: ADD Assessment Standards when your timetable is confirmed

Once your Course Subjects are confirmed
Transfer: Assessment Standards from SUBJECT SELECTION

to ACADEMIC TRACKING

….creating a holistic overview of all standards available for your next academic year

Academic Tracking

MMC SENIOR PATHWAYS 2021

Review your REPORTS:
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•
•
•
•

NCEA credits available at each level of learning
Literacy and numeracy credits available at level 1
University Entrance reading and writing credits at level 2
Finally: Your actual results displayed

http://www.dreamcatcher.school.nz

Questions I Need Answered:
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Selecting and Checking my Subjects for 2021

2021 YEAR 11 STUDENTS - NCEA LEVEL 1

My Year 11 Choices

Compulsory

Compulsory

English or
Contextualised Mathematics
English

4

Compulsory

5

6

Science,
Horticulture or
Contextualised
Science

Students are placed into the correct level by the
Head of Department.

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?
YES / NO

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?
YES / NO

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?
YES / NO

Students are encouraged to take a maximum of two subjects from any one learning area. This restriction is to ensure students
keep their options open for a variety of possible pathways in Year 12.

2021 YEAR 12 STUDENTS - NCEA LEVEL 2

My Year 12 Choices

Highly
Recommended

2

3

4

5

6

English or
Contextualised
English

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?
YES / NO

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?
YES / NO

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?
YES / NO

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?
YES / NO

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?
YES / NO

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?
YES / NO

1.

English and Mathematics are highly recommended.

2.

There is a wide range of subjects available at Level 2 and students following a Degree Course Pathway should carefully
consider which subjects lead on to Level 3 subjects.
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My Year 13 Choices
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2021 YEAR 13 STUDENTS - NCEA LEVEL 3
1

2

3

4

5

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?

Will I meet the
pre-requisites?

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

For University at least THREE subjects MUST be selected from the University approved list (page 11) - preferably all five
subjects.

