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2019 HIGHLIGHTS
• Johanna Wood was elected as the first-ever
female President of New Zealand Football while
Andrew Pragnell was appointed as CEO. Former
Football Fern Michele Cox was named CEO of the
NZ Football Foundation
• New Zealand Football joined forces with Football
Federation Australia to submit a historic coconfederation bid to host the first 32-nation
FIFA Women’s World Cup in 2023. Confirmation
of the ‘As One’ bid was made in simultaneous
launch events at Auckland’s Eden Park and
Melbourne’s AAMI Park
• The All Whites entered an exciting new era with
former captain Danny Hay being appointed as
head coach. Hay’s reign kicked off with matches
against Ireland and Lithuania, laying the
foundations for a promising 2022 FIFA World Cup
qualifying campaign
• The Football Ferns took centre stage by competing
at the FIFA Women’s World Cup in France and,
during the build-up, earned one of their most
notable results by beating England. It was the
first time a New Zealand national team, male or
female, had ever defeated England at any level
• After winning bronze at the 2018 FIFA U-17
Women’s World Cup, coach Leon Birnie and his
team featured as finalists in four categories –
Team of the Year, Coach of the Year, Emerging
Talent Award (Anna Leat) and Favourite Sporting
Moment – at the prestigious ISPS Handa
Halberg Awards, held in early 2019. The New

Zealand public voted goalkeeper Leat’s heroics
in the penalty shoot-out win over Japan as its
favourite moment of 2018
• Young All Whites midfielder Sarpreet Singh
completed one of the most notable transfers
in New Zealand’s footballing history, moving
from Wellington Phoenix to German giants
Bayern Munich
• The strategic direction of football in this country
underwent a refresh to reflect the ever-changing
needs of participants in the game and New Zealand
society. The refreshed approach is outlined in
‘Football in New Zealand: The Strategic Direction
2020-2026’, which was informed by a wide range
of people involved in all areas of the game
• The immediate future of the men’s national
league, currently known as the ISPS Handa
Premiership, was mapped out with New Zealand
Football releasing the findings of an extensive
review. The result is an expanded national league,
including promotion/relegation from the 2020/21
season onwards
• McDonald’s celebrated its 20th year as a
commercial partner of New Zealand Football
while Nike and Sky Sport also extended their
respective relationships, as well as several new
partners coming on board
• Kiwi referees continued to make their mark on
the world stage with over 100 international
appointments, headlined by the performances of
Anna-Marie Keighley and Sarah Jones at the FIFA
Women’s World Cup

• The Futsal Whites nearly made history at the
OFC Futsal Nations Cup, coming agonisingly close
to qualifying for a first FIFA Futsal World Cup
appearance but being narrowly edged out by the
Solomon Islands in a penalty shoot-out
• The Futsal Ferns continued their impressive
introduction to the international stage, winning
the Gold Coast International Futsal Challenge in
Australia before a ground-breaking 4-0 win over
Kuwait – the first time a senior New Zealand
futsal national team had won against nonOceania opposition overseas
• The U-23 men enjoyed a golden year, overcoming
senior opposition to win the Pacific Games before
qualifying for the Tokyo Olympics in recordbreaking fashion
• The U-20 men made an impact at the FIFA U-20
World Cup but were cruelly denied a place in the
quarter-finals while the U-17 men earned just New
Zealand’s fourth-ever win at a male FIFA U-17
World Cup
• The female national age-group teams also
performed strongly, the U-20 women qualifying for
the FIFA U-20 World Cup while the U-17 women
won silver at a four-team tournament in China
• The Future Ferns Domestic Programme (FFDP)
continued to achieve great results, bringing its
number of graduates to the professional ranks to
nine players

• The main national football competitions – ISPS
Handa Premiership, National Women’s League,
ISPS Handa Chatham Cup and NZ Football
Foundation Kate Sheppard Cup – again served
to entertain fans and increase the profile of the
domestic game, including all four finals being
shown live on Sky Sport
• The inaugural online FIFA 19 National
Championship was staged as New Zealand
Football expanded its range of competitions to
include e-sports for the first time. The two winners,
Campbell Knowles (Breakaway airbrn) and Harry
Blackmore (Hashtag Honey Badger), went on to
represent New Zealand at the FIFA eNations Cup
in London
• It was a landmark year for futsal competitions
with each taking place under new names after
undergoing an exciting rebrand – Men’s Futsal
SuperLeague, Women’s Futsal SuperLeague,
Tertiary Futsal Championships, Youth Futsal
Championships and NZSS Futsal Championships
• The work of New Zealand Football’s seven
federations continued to develop the game at
community level, particularly in the key growth
areas of futsal and women’s football
• A range of community activities created interest in
football and futsal around the country, thousands
of participants taking part in events such as
Fit4Football Roadshows, Futsal Roadshows and
Girls and Women’s Week, as well as the 5+ A Day
Football & Futsal in Schools programme

Anna Leat and her U-17 women’s
team mates pick up Favourite
Sporting Moment at the ISPS
Handa Halberg Awards
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HONORARY PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Like all sports in this country,
football will be greatly
challenged over the coming
months and these are certainly
unprecedented times.
But there is every reason to
be optimistic and I have been
proud to see how our football
community has responded to the
threat posed by COVID-19. Our
strength of character has been on
show as we have all done our bit
to save lives.
It is clear that the sporting
landscape – both in New
Zealand and all over the world
– will forever be changed by the
ongoing impact of this pandemic.

8

Matthew Holdridge, Harry Ngata
and Holly Nixon.
Ms Muir made numerous
recommendations relating to a
cultural rebuild of the Football
Ferns and other matters relating
to New Zealand Football such
as its structure and processes,
cultural and diversity issues,
and relationships with key
stakeholders. The Review Action
Plan Monitoring Committee
was set up to ensure those
recommendations were adhered
to and appropriate changes made.

But we are fortunate that
football is well placed to bounce
back after many years of growth
and development, imbuing us all
with great hope that our sport
will again assume an important
place in the fabric of New
Zealand society.

That process took place over
the next year and I was pleased
to report in November of 2019
that, in my view, it was time
to disband the monitoring
committee due to the fact that
the key recommendations had
been actioned or, in cases where
they were ongoing, appropriate
systems had been put in place to
ensure they were either being
actioned or monitored.

We can draw further confidence
that will be the case following
the implementation of the
recommendations of Phillipa
Muir, who released the findings
of an independent review into
the conduct and culture of New
Zealand Football in October of
2018. A committee was set up to
oversee the implementation of
those recommendations, chaired
by myself and also consisting of
Andrew Pragnell, Johanna Wood,

I would like to take this
opportunity to acknowledge
everybody involved with the
monitoring committee, whose
work has provided New Zealand
Football with true potential
for culture change and to
maximise the benefits from Ms
Muir’s robust review. Regular
updates on this process were
made available on the New
Zealand Football website and
the organisation’s relationships

with its stakeholders have been
strengthened as a result of this
transparency, while a higher
level of engagement with our
membership has been built.
It is now incumbent on New
Zealand Football to ensure we
never regress to the situation that
led to Ms Muir being engaged
and it is important that systems
are maintained with that in mind.
Strong leadership and a clear
direction will be needed, especially
as we deal with the additional
challenge posed by the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
To that end, I was delighted to
see Dr Johanna Wood elected
as President of New Zealand
Football in April of 2019, writing
herself into the history books
as the first-ever female to rise
to the role. Johanna has many
positive qualities and brings
a unique perspective to her
ground-breaking leadership
of the Executive Committee,
which welcomed three new
members in 2019 in the form of
Andrew Bowater, Jackie Barron
(both elected in April) and
Jannine Mountford (co-opted in
December through to the 2020
Annual Congress).
It was also pleasing to see Dr
Michele Cox, a former Football
Fern, appointed CEO of the NZ
Football Foundation to replace
the outgoing Noel Barkley.

The elevation of Johanna and
Michele brings to life New
Zealand Football’s commitment
to achieving a greater level
of female representation at
board level, which is outlined
among many other goals in our
refreshed strategic plan for the
game. By electing Johanna, this
country has already shown itself
to be a trail-blazer in that regard
as few other females hold such
standing in other FIFA nations.
But there is still much to be done
as we work towards our goal of
making football the most inclusive
sport in New Zealand.
That is a key facet of the new
strategic plan, which was released
after an extensive consultation
process in 2019 and set out a
clear direction for the sport over
the next six years. Its successful
implementation requires buyin from everyone involved in
football at all levels of the game
and I am looking forward to
seeing its values being embodied
across the country.
New Zealand Football and
its federations will look to
lead the way and I believe the
stewardship of the game is
in safe hands under Andrew
Pragnell, who was appointed
as CEO shortly after Johanna’s
election. Andrew successfully
guided the organisation through
a challenging period on an interim
basis and is therefore ideally

placed to lead the sport in the
aftermath of COVID-19.
While allowing all New
Zealanders to engage with
football by returning the
community game to good health
is the priority, there is much to
look forward to at a more elite
level in 2020 and beyond.
New Zealand Football is
currently involved in a
historic joint bid with Football
Federation Australia to co-host
the 2023 FIFA Women’s World
Cup ‘As One’, raising the distinct
possibility of bringing one of
the biggest events in the world
to these shores. The impact of
hosting such a tournament in
the Asia-Pacific region would be
massive and I am sure you are
like me in eagerly awaiting the
outcome of our bid.
On the international front, the
All Whites will soon kick off their
campaign to qualify for the 2022
FIFA World Cup in Qatar and
there is every reason to be excited
about that prospect with a golden
generation of talent available to
recently-appointed coach Danny
Hay. We also have two teams, the
Football Ferns and men’s U-23s,
set to compete in the Tokyo
Olympic Games while the U-17
and U-20 FIFA Women’s World
Cups are likewise both in store.

where much of the strength of
our game lies. Football is one of
the few sports in New Zealand
to boast healthy participation
numbers, particularly in the
rapidly-growing areas of futsal
and women’s football.
The most recent findings from
Sport NZ position football as the
team sport of choice for both
young people and adults, giving
our game a solid platform to build
from as we look to return to some
form of normality.
On a sadder note, football was
not spared from tragedy in
2019 and our community was in
mourning after losing three of
its members in the Christchurch
mosque attacks: Atta Elayyan,
Tariq Omar and Sayyad Milne.
I wish to take this opportunity
to pay tribute to their lives, as
well as all other members of the
football and futsal community
we lost in 2019.
I would also like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone
involved in football in 2019, I look
forward to joining with you all in
2020 as football returns to the
forefront of our lives.
GARTH GALLAWAY		
NZ Football Honorary President

There is just as much promise at
community level and it is here
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Kia ora koutou,
We are currently living in a very
different world than the one we
knew before and it is a time of
uncertainty for us all.
We do not know what our new
normal will be like as we deal
with the challenges posed by the
COVID-19 pandemic together as
a nation. But what I can say for
certain is that our football family
– New Zealand Football staff,
Executive Committee, federations,
stakeholders, partners, clubs and
schools – are all working hard
to navigate a path forward into
unchartered territory.
The football community is close
knit and our sport has a genuine
power to bring people together,
meaning football will play a key
role over the coming months
as we look to lift our spirits and
return to some form of normality.
Like all sports around the world,
football will be greatly challenged
by the impact of COVID-19.
But we are fortunate in that the
strength and resilience of all of the
wonderful people involved in our
community give us a solid platform
to build from as we look to get the
sport up and running again.
There is certainly plenty to
look forward to after a groundbreaking year in 2019. Firstly, I
would like to say how honoured
I was to be elected as the first
female President of New Zealand
Football in April, as well as
earlier being elected as an OFC
Member of the FIFA Council. To
be one of only several females
to hold such a standing among

FIFA’s 211 member associations
is a huge privilege and it is not a
responsibility that I take lightly.
At the 2019 Annual Congress,
the membership had the
opportunity to thank Phil Barry
for his work with and for New
Zealand Football. Phil brought
significant governance skills and
financial acumen to the Executive
Committee over a five-year
period. On behalf of New Zealand
Football, I wish to thank Phil for
his service to the organisation
and his contribution to football.
Unfortunately, at last
year’s congress we did not
acknowledge the contribution
to football of the immediate
past president, Deryck Shaw,
so I would now like to take this
opportunity to thank Deryck
for his work with and for New
Zealand Football.
During his time as a member
of the Executive Committee,
Deryck was, and remains,
a passionate supporter of
football in New Zealand, making
significant contributions to a
wide range of football business.
He worked internally to build
the relationships within football,
delivering on agreed outcomes
around player, coach and referee
participation, governance
policies and organisational
sustainability, and externally
strengthening New Zealand
Football’s relationships with the
Oceania Football Confederation
and FIFA.
Deryck provided collaborative
leadership and operated in a very
transparent manner through

GOVERNANCE
Executive Committee for 2019
Johanna Wood (President – Elected May 2018)
Garry Carnachan (Vice-President – Elected May 2018)
Paul Cochrane (Member – Elected 2012. Re-elected 2013 and May 2017)
Scott Moran (Member – Elected 2015. Re-elected April 2019)
Mike Killick (Member – Elected May 2016)
Rakesh Naidoo (Member – Elected May 2017)
Jackie Barron (Member – Elected April 2019)
Andrew Bowater (Member – Elected April 2019)
Jannine Mountford (co-opted by Exco December 2019 through to
Congress 2020)
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Election of NZF Executive Committee Members
In accordance with Statute 29.2 of the NZ Football Statutes (2014),
elections of the seven elected members of the Executive Committee put
forward by the Nominations Panel, and elections of the three elected
members of the Executive Committee put forward by the Search Panel,
are conducted in accordance with the NZF Electoral Code and are voted
on at the Annual Congress of NZ Football.

what was a very difficult period,
initiating the review that led to
the Muir report and in particular
was responsible for widening the
scope of the review to include all
areas of New Zealand Football.
Without his commitment and
leadership, New Zealand Football
would not have had the platform
from which to work in ensuring
that football in this country is in a
better place than it was in 2018.
I am now looking forward to
making a positive contribution
of my own to a sport that
means so much to so many
New Zealanders. We have gone
through a period of transition but
both the Executive Committee
and senior leadership team of
New Zealand Football, along
with all our stakeholders and
membership, are committed to
delivering football in a manner
that brings enjoyable experiences
for all and creates a sense of pride
in our game across the nation.
An important step was taken in
that quest during 2019 as the
strategic direction for football
in this country went through a
refresh. This extensive process
included valuable input from
people involved in all areas of
the game and has resulted in an
amended strategic plan that will
allow football to flourish further
over the coming years.
Importantly, it is not just a
strategy for New Zealand
Football to implement. It is
intended to drive the wider game
and I look forward to seeing our
football community embrace its
values – inclusiveness, respect,
enjoyment, collaboration and

In line with Statute 36.8, if a position or up to 50% of the positions of the
Executive Committee become vacant, the Executive Committee shall
fill the position(s) in question until the next Congress, when a candidate
(which can be the person who the Executive Committee temporarily
filled the position with) will be elected for the remaining term of
mandate. The Executive Committee may, at its discretion, dispense with
calling the filling of the position(s) if the vacancy occurred within six
months of the date on which the next Congress would likely take place.
Executive Committee Membership of other NZF
Governance Committees
CEO Performance Committee (Johanna Wood, Scott Moran, Paul
Cochrane)
Referees’ Committee (Scott Moran)
Women’s Football Committee (Johanna Wood)
Players’ Status Committee (Scott Moran)
High Performance Committee (Jackie Barron)
Club Licensing (Mike Killick)
Diversity and Inclusion Committee (Rakesh Naidoo)
Schools Committee (Garry Carnachan)

ambition – while playing an
important role in achieving the
key outcomes.
In May of 2019, the Executive
Committee was also pleased to
appoint Andrew Pragnell as CEO
of New Zealand Football after a
thorough recruitment process.
Andrew had acted in the role on
an interim basis for the previous
10 months and impressed with
his high level of stakeholder
engagement and leadership
of the organisation during a
challenging period. He is a
strategic, critical and reflective
thinker who will help take New
Zealand Football forward.
One of the most exciting projects
Andrew is currently overseeing
with a number of other New
Zealand Football staff is our
historic joint bid ‘As One’ with
Football Federation Australia to
host the 2023 FIFA Women’s
World Cup. After many months of
hard work, this was confirmed in
December and has the potential to
bring huge benefits to this country,
not just for football but for New
Zealand society as a whole.
Our bid is truly unique – it would
be the first co-confederation FIFA
World Cup and also the first FIFA
Women’s World Cup to be held in
the Southern Hemisphere – and
we stand ready ‘As One’ to deliver
the most successful celebration
of women’s football ever.
Just how massive this
tournament has become was
on show in France in 2019 and
I was fortunate enough to be
in attendance to witness some
of the action first-hand. Our

Football Ferns did not manage
to achieve their goal of creating
history but can be proud of their
efforts and I know how much
they are relishing the prospect
of starring for their country on
home soil next time around.
We are continuing to work
closely with Football Federation
Australia to make sure our bid is
as persuasive as possible and are
looking forward to hearing if we
have been successful.
There is much else to look ahead
to with great anticipation with the
Tokyo Olympic Games also on the
horizon, while the All Whites will
soon launch their bid to qualify
for the 2022 FIFA World Cup
under the guidance of new coach
Danny Hay. I know football fans
all over the country have been
waiting patiently to see their All
Whites heroes in action again on
these shores and I look forward
to seeing them pack out the
stands during our home fixtures
on the path to Qatar.
As a country, we have made great
strides in international football
in recent times and it was again
a satisfying year in that regard
with several of our national teams
recording notable results. Most
impressive were the performances
of the men’s U-23 and U-20 sides,
the former winning the Pacific
Games and later qualifying for the
Tokyo Olympics while the latter
made a huge impact at the FIFA
U-20 World Cup.

Halberg Awards and I wish to
congratulate everyone involved
in that campaign on their welldeserved recognition.
Away from the international
scene, steady progress continued
to be made in the community
game throughout 2019 and there
is much more in store as the new
strategic plan comes to life in clubs
and schools all over the country.
Unfortunately, it was also a
year marked by tragedy and I
wish to pay tribute to the three
members of our football and
futsal community who lost their
lives in the Christchurch mosque
attacks – Atta Elayyan, Tariq
Omar and Sayyad Milne – as well
as all others we lost in 2019.
I also wish to thank everyone who
put in so much time and effort
for the good of the game in 2019,
particularly those who volunteer
to do so selflessly each week.
The running of our sport would
not be possible without you and I
look forward to joining you all in
helping move football forward in
2020. Finally, I would like to thank
all of the Executive Committee
members who have worked
tirelessly during a period of change
and supported me in my role.
Kia kaha
JOHANNA WOOD		
NZ Football President 		
FIFA Council Member

The exploits of our U-17 women
at the previous year’s FIFA U-17
Women’s World Cup were also
rewarded at the ISPS Handa

Executive Committee Meetings in 2019
20 February (Wellington)
12 March (Auckland)
2 April (Congress)
28 May (Auckland)
18 July (Hamilton)
9 September (Auckland)
17 October (Auckland)
28 November (Auckland)
Strategy Consultation Meetings
From August – October 2019 Exco members
were represented at all Federation Strategy
Workshops held regionally.
FIFA Congress 2019 Representation
Johanna Wood (FIFA Council Member)
Garry Carnachan (NZF Delegate)
Rakesh Naidoo (NZF Delegate)
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GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT
Many members of our wonderful
football community celebrated
success in 2019 but it was also
a year of transition for parts of
our game while being tinged
with great tragedy and sadness
at times.
In May of 2019, I had the great
honour of being appointed as
CEO of New Zealand Football
after serving in the role on an
interim basis since July of the
previous year. I felt privileged
to be given the opportunity
to lead one of the country’s
most prominent sporting
organisations and am excited
by the prospect of playing a
key role in the development of
football in this country.
Shortly before my appointment,
a ground-breaking moment
occurred when Johanna Wood
was elected as the first female
President in the history of New
Zealand Football. Johanna is one
of the few women to hold such
a position in world football –
while also sitting on the Oceania
Football Confederation Executive
Committee and FIFA Council –
and brings strong leadership to
the role. Her deep background in
community football governance
will prove invaluable.
Our game has come a long way
in recent years and many people
across the country have worked
tirelessly to make sure it has a
bright future. But we believe
there is still a lot more to come
and that the potential for further
development is massive.
The challenge for New Zealand
Football is to do all we can to
drive that development and to
ensure football is well placed to
meet the needs of not only our
current members but also the

12

changing face of New Zealand
society and those who may
want to play football but face
barriers to enter the traditional
football system.
Many steps were taken in 2019
to work towards this goal,
most notably a refresh of the
strategic direction for football
in this country. The strategy
was informed by a wide range
of people involved in all levels
of the game, who had their
say via a series of regional and
national engagement workshops
throughout the latter half of
the year.
The result is ‘Football in
New Zealand – The Strategic
Direction 2020-2026’, which
I believe will serve the game
well over the coming years. It
is important to note that this
new strategic plan is not just
intended to be implemented
by New Zealand Football and
its federations – it is a strategy
for the sport itself and we
are looking forward to joining
everyone involved in the game in
bringing it to life.
While the refresh does not
signal wholesale change from
our previous direction, there
are some significant shifts
in the new strategy. These
include an elevated purpose,
new values at the heart of the
strategy and four key outcomes
areas: enrich lives through
football; strengthen capability
and leadership across football;
inspire performances on the
international stage; and ensure
New Zealand Football is a highperforming organisation. In
regards to the latter, there was
significant change within New
Zealand Football in 2019 as an
internal restructure ensured

the organisation would be fit
for purpose to help implement
the new strategic direction and
embrace the challenges ahead.
Football’s ability to bring people
together and the close-knit
nature of our community were
both on show in March in the
aftermath of one of the darkest
days in New Zealand history. The
Christchurch mosque attacks
tragically cut short the lives of 51
Kiwis and football sadly lost three
of its valued members: Futsal
Whites goalkeeper Atta Elayyan,
Tariq Omar and Sayyad Milne.
All three had a true passion
for football or futsal and their
losses continue to be greatly
felt, most achingly by their
friends and family but also by
the wider football community
and particularly our colleagues
at Mainland Football, which
came together to mourn and
support those families in the
days that followed the senseless
attacks. Sadly, they were not the
only members of our football
community that were lost in
2019 and I wish to pay tribute to
all others who passed away over
the course of the year and thank
them for everything they did for
our game.
On a positive note, there was
a lot to be excited about as a
football fan in 2019, not least
our historic co-confederation
bid with Football Federation
Australia to host the 2023 FIFA
Women’s World Cup ‘As One’.
After months of hard work
behind the scenes, the bid was
submitted to FIFA in December
and we are continuing to work
closely with Football Federation
Australia to secure the rights to
hold what would be the biggest
celebration of football ever seen
on these shores.

Another memorable moment for
women’s football arrived early in
the year when the U-17 women’s
national team was recognised
for its bronze-winning feats at
the 2018 FIFA U-17 Women’s
World Cup by becoming
finalists in four categories at the
prestigious ISPS Handa Halberg
Awards, winning favourite
sporting moment.
The female game was in the
spotlight again in the middle of
the year when the Football Ferns
competed at the FIFA Women’s
World Cup in France. While
they did not manage to achieve
their goal of creating history
by progressing past the group
stages, the Ferns represented
our country with pride and did
write a new chapter in their
history with some notable
results in their extensive buildup to the tournament. Most
famously, they became the first
team from New Zealand to beat
England at any level with a 1-0
win over the Lionesses.
Also making a mark
internationally was the
refereeing pair of Anna-Marie
Keighley and Sarah Jones, who
were both selected to officiate
in France and performed with
distinction. Their appearance
highlighted the fact that there
are pathways right to the very
top for everyone involved in
football in New Zealand, not
just from a playing or coaching
perspective.
Soon after the biggest women’s
football event in the world, there
was further exciting news on the
international front as Danny Hay
was appointed head coach of
the All Whites. As a proud New
Zealander and former captain

of the side, I am sure Danny will
be an inspirational leader and,
like all Kiwis, am looking forward
to seeing him take the team on
a journey we hope will end in a
berth at the 2022 FIFA World
Cup in Qatar.
It was largely a pleasing year
for our national teams on the
international stage with the
All Whites impressing on their
return to action under Danny
in November, the Futsal Whites
coming agonisingly close to
making the FIFA Futsal World Cup
for the first time and the Futsal
Ferns becoming the first senior
futsal national team from New
Zealand to defeat non-Oceania
opposition on foreign shores.
In age-group action, the U-23
men won the Pacific Games and
then qualified for the Tokyo
Olympics in record-breaking
fashion while the U-20 men
captured the imagination of the
sporting public in a memorable
run at the FIFA U-20 World
Cup. The U-17 men did not
progress past the group stages
at their World Cup in Brazil
but earned what was only New
Zealand’s fourth-ever win at the
tournament by beating Canada.

continues to develop with great
progress being made and quality
football experiences being
delivered by our federations and
clubs. COVID-19 has presented
an enormous challenge to the
delivery of all sport in New
Zealand and, while we all
recognised the need for football
to adapt and change before
the pandemic, never more so
has there been a critical point
in time to review the delivery
and sustainability of football in
New Zealand. I hope that the
findings of this work in 2020
help to lay the next platform for
football to continue to flourish in
New Zealand.
To all of our federations, clubs,
schools, partners, stakeholders,
funders and sponsors and,
in particular, all those who
volunteer to give their time for
football, thank you very much
for your support and helping to
deliver football in 2019. We look
forward to joining forces with
you all again as we aim to further
grow the beautiful game.
ANDREW PRAGNELL		
NZ Football CEO

There was also success for the
female national age-group sides
with the U-20 women sweeping
all before them in qualifying
for the FIFA U-20 Women’s
World Cup while their U-17
counterparts won silver at a fourteam tournament in China.
While achieving on the
international stage is a key
priority for New Zealand
Football moving forward, one
of the strengths of our game
is at community level and this
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GENERAL MANAGER OF FOOTBALL’S REPORT
It was a busy and eventful year in
2019. And a year of transition.
In September, I had the honour
of being appointed to the newlyestablished role of General
Manager of Football. I consider it
a huge privilege to be given the
opportunity to lead the Football
Department and work closely
with our strong and dedicated
team, our stakeholders and
football community to grow and
develop our beautiful game.
The newly-established Football
Department brings together
our previous football teams or
business units into one united
football department, ensuring
our structure is best-prepared
to deliver our new strategy
for football in New Zealand.
The new Football Department
includes a technical unit
(encompassing the national
teams and football development
team), the competitions and
events team, and the player
welfare team. This simple shift
provides the business with a
great opportunity to simplify and
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drive greater collaboration and
effectiveness, both on and off
the field.
Although a year of transition,
2019 also represented a year
of opportunity. In December,
we launched our historic joint
bid with Football Federation
Australia for the first-ever
co-confederation hosted FIFA
Women’s World Cup in the
Asia-Pacific region in 2023.
The ground-breaking ‘As One’
bid includes a minimum of five
host cities and stadiums in each
country and over 100 training
sites across the two nations,
presenting an unprecedented
opportunity to showcase
women’s football and New
Zealand to the world. This bid
was not a small feat and required
the support and dedication of
many. I would like to recognise
the effort and significant
contributions made by all our
partners in the development of
this historic bid. If we can create
history and bring the biggest
women’s sporting event in the
world to New Zealand, there are

so many who were integral to
that happening.
On the field, our national
team programmes continued
their development as we
drive towards our goal of
inspiring performances on the
international stage. We took
some exciting steps forward
in our male programmes with
the U-23 men qualifying for the
Olympics and the U-20 men
performing strongly at the FIFA
U-20 World Cup in Poland, only
to suffer a heartbreaking loss to
Colombia on penalties in their
Round of 16 match. The female
programmes continued to build
on a very strong 2018, with the
U-20 women qualifying for the
FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup
while the U-17 women’s campaign
to qualify for the FIFA U-17
Women’s World Cup remains
live in the wake of the measles
outbreak in the Pacific.
On the court, we had a busy
futsal calendar. The Futsal
Whites produced their bestever performances on the

international stage but narrowly
missed out on a first-ever
qualification for the FIFA
Futsal World Cup in a penalty
shoot-out loss to the Solomon
Islands while the Futsal Ferns
continued their development by
participating in the Gold Coast
International Futsal Challenge
and later earning the country’s
first-ever senior futsal national
team win over a non-Oceania
country overseas.
In November, we released the
findings of an extensive review
and evaluation of the men’s
national league. ‘The National
League Moving Forward:
2020/21 and Beyond’ document
set out an evolution rather than
revolution of the competition
with the key outcomes to
establish a longer competition,
greater connectedness between
national league entities and
the community game and
integrating an appropriate player
development pathway.
The community game remains
in a strong and healthy position

with football continuing as the
most popular team sport in
New Zealand. Our diversity and
inclusion work continued with the
completion of our gender balance
assessment and the introduction
of some fantastic federationled initiatives to provide coach
education materials to a wider
audience. Education of the
football leaders across the
game continued, with record
attendances in the Advanced
Coaching pathway while the
Community Coach pathway
continued to grow in size and
numbers under the stewardship
of the seven federations. We
continue to see fantastic growth
in girls and women’s football and
futsal in general with over 9,000
female participants taking part
in Girls and Women’s Week and
now over 30,000 registered
futsal players.
We moved into a new investment
cycle with ACC as a key partner
to reduce the incidence and
severity of injuries in football.
Led by the player welfare team,
the Fit4Football programme

reached over 5,000 coaches and
over 57,000 players.
Football’s greatest resource is
its people. Community football’s
continued success is directly linked
to the dedication and passion of
the clubs and countless volunteers
that support our beautiful game. I
would like to recognise and offer a
huge thank you to all the coaches,
referees, administrators and
volunteers who form the life force
of the sport.
Finally, the launch of the new
‘Football in New Zealand – The
Strategic Direction 2020-2026’
means we enter 2020 with a
clear purpose and a welcomed
shift from targets and numbers to
supporting positive experiences
and strong communities. An
important and immediate focus
will be to further embed our
new football structure and work
in partnership with our football
community with a clear sense of
purpose and positive values. I look
forward to the challenge ahead.
DANIEL FARROW
NZ Football		
General Manager of Football
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TECHNICAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT
It was a busy and exciting year
for the Technical Team. I was
privileged to be named New
Zealand Football Technical
Director during 2019 after filling
the role on an interim basis up
until that point.
The Technical Team operates
across all pathways of the Whole
of Football Plan, providing
strategic and technical support
to our federations and clubs, as
well as operating nine national
teams across football and
futsal. The role of the Technical
Team is to oversee the longterm development of the game
in New Zealand, from the
grassroots through to the elite,
in collaboration with our key
stakeholders across the country.
This year brought continued
strength across all aspects of
our community game. Record
numbers of coaches attended
courses throughout the country
which we are confident will
have a lasting positive impact
on the experiences of our
footballers, both young and
old. We saw sustained levels
of high participation across our
traditional pathways and strong
growth in the girls and women’s
game, as well as in futsal. It was
also another busy year for our
national teams with a number of
them having the opportunity to
perform on the world stage.
The Football Ferns were the
busiest of our international teams
during 2019. Led by head coach
Tom Sermanni, the Ferns played
nine top-quality games leading
into the FIFA Women’s World
Cup. Amongst those games
were some fantastic results,
including wins against Argentina,
Norway, Mexico and England.
Unfortunately, those strong
results couldn’t be repeated at the
tournament itself in France and
the Football Ferns were not able
to progress through the group
stages. The Ferns capped off the
year with games against China
and Canada at the Yongchuan
International Tournament in
China. They will be looking
forward to the Tokyo Olympics
with excitement as Sermanni
continues to develop the team.
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The All Whites welcomed new
head coach Danny Hay in 2019
as the 18th coach in the team’s
history. Under the guidance of
Hay, the All Whites played in two
international fixtures against
Ireland and Lithuania during the
November FIFA window. Hay
introduced a number of exciting
young players to the men’s
national team environment and
played a positive, attacking style
of football that bodes well for the
future. The All Whites now look
to the 2022 FIFA World Cup as
the next major tournament to
prepare for.
Our Futsal Whites had the
opportunity to qualify for the
2020 FIFA Futsal World Cup by
taking part in the OFC Futsal

Nations Cup in New Caledonia.
Led by coach Marvin Eakins, the
Futsal Whites were looking to
qualify for the World Cup for
the first time in their history.
They produced their best-ever
performance on the international
stage and came within a whisker
of qualifying, losing on penalties
to a strong Solomon Islands team
in the final.
The Futsal Ferns also had an
opportunity for international
action early in the year when
they competed at the Gold Coast
International Futsal Challenge
against regional sides from
Australia, lifting the trophy

after winning all six matches.
Under coach Nic Downes, they
also made history by becoming
the first futsal national team
from New Zealand to earn a
full international win against a
non-Oceania country overseas
by defeating Kuwait 4-0 during a
four-nation tournament in China.
The U-23 men’s national team
likewise had a strong year as they
prepared for qualification for the
Tokyo Olympics. Led by coach
Des Buckingham, they took part
in and won the Pacific Games,
an impressive feat given they
were competing against senior
opponents. They then had two
strong performances against the
Olyroos in Australia, drawing both
games 1-1 in preparation for the
OFC Olympic Q ualifiers. The team
then qualified for Tokyo by going
unbeaten, including a 5-0 win over
Solomon Islands in the final.
Our U-17 men meanwhile
travelled to the FIFA U-17 World
Cup in Brazil. Led by coach Jose
Figueira, they were drawn in a
group with Angola, Brazil and
Canada and were unfortunate not
to progress through the group
stages after recording one win.

in New Zealand. They were drawn
in a group with Honduras, Norway
and Uruguay and, after the first
two games, had already qualified
for the knockout stages with
wins over Honduras and Norway.
After being defeated in their final
group match, they came up against
Colombia in the Round of 16 and
experienced the heartbreak of
losing on penalties. The most
pleasing part of the U-20 campaign
was that a number of those
players went on to represent the
All Whites for the first time – this
progression is the key purpose for
our national youth teams.
On the female side, our U-20
women qualified for the FIFA
U-20 Women’s World Cup by
going unbeaten at the OFC
Women’s U-19 Championship in
the Cook Islands. Coach Gemma
Lewis and her team will be looking
forward with confidence to 2020.
But our U-17 women endured
frustration in that their campaign
never got off the ground. Due to a
measles outbreak in the Oceania
region, their shot at qualifying for
the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup
has had to wait until 2020. They
did receive some international

action though, making the most
of it by winning two games at a
tournament in China.
The Technical Team looks forward
to a fulfilling 2020 where we
will continue to focus on the
overall growth and development
of football in New Zealand
through continued support for
the domestic game. We will be
preparing for an Olympics for
both our Football Ferns and the
men’s U-23 sides and will also be
readying our teams to compete in
the FIFA U-17 and U-20 Women’s
World Cups. Our All Whites will
start their quest to qualify for the
2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar,
while our Futsal Whites will begin
their preparations for future
qualification of their own.
I would like to thank the
contribution of all our
stakeholders for the amazing
work they do to support the
beautiful game here in Aotearoa
and further afield.
ANDREW BOYENS		
NZ Football Technical Director

Our U-20 men also competed
on the global stage at the FIFA
U-20 World Cup in Poland. Also
coached by Des Buckingham, the
team provided a huge amount of
excitement for football followers
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FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD CUP BID
An exciting moment took place
in December of 2019 as New
Zealand Football and Football
Federation Australia came
together to submit a historic coconfederation bid to host the first
32-nation FIFA Women’s World
Cup in 2023.
The ground-breaking bid – which
has received the unified support of
the governments of New Zealand
and Australia – promises to amplify
women’s football in Asia and
Oceania like never before as the
two culturally and geographically
aligned nations work ‘As One’ to
deliver a truly inspired celebration
of women’s football.
Confirmation of the ‘As One’ FIFA
Women’s World Cup 2023 bid
was made in simultaneous launch
events at Auckland’s Eden Park
and Melbourne’s AAMI Park,
just hours before the official bid
book was submitted to FIFA at its
global headquarters in Zurich.

players and fans alike, with worldclass venues in both nations
utilised as diverse and vibrant
local communities welcome the
world for FIFA’s global female
showpiece.
New Zealand’s Minister for
Sport and Recreation, Grant
Robertson, said the joint bid is an
unprecedented opportunity for
the two countries to showcase
their commitment to women’s
sport and continue their track
records of successfully hosting
major sporting events.
“New Zealand and Australia are
both countries that champion
and celebrate women’s sport,
and it has been no surprise to see
the football community, stadia,
host cities and regions across our
two countries embrace this bid,”
Minister Robertson said.

“We know New Zealand and
Australia can work as a team to
deliver something unique and
world class, while also creating
a legacy for women and for
football, both in our countries and
across Asia and Oceania.”
New Zealand Football President
Johanna Wood said the level
of cooperation on display by
FFA and NZF in a short period
of time to develop the joint
bid submission highlights the
excellent way in which the
nations would work to host the
tournament.
“The opportunity to partner,
across not just member

association boundaries but
also confederation boundaries,
represents a new level of
cooperation for football,”
Wood said.
“I would like to thank the team
who have worked tirelessly to
get our submission together
which is no mean feat but, more
importantly, demonstrates
the strong relationship
between our two nations and
member associations.”
There are three other nations
bidding to host the tournament –
Brazil, Colombia and Japan – with
a decision due to be made by the
FIFA Council in June of 2020.

If successful, a co-hosted FIFA
Women’s World Cup in Australia
and New Zealand would deliver
an unparalleled experience for
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FOOTBALL FERNS SUMMARY
The Football Ferns were very
much in the spotlight in 2019,
completing a busy schedule of 14
international matches and taking
part in one of the biggest sporting
events on the planet, the FIFA
Women’s World Cup.
With their campaign in France
looming large on the horizon, an
intense programme of preparation
was put in place for the Ferns,
which brought a series of matches
against many top-class opponents
in the first half of the year.
The aim of these fixtures was
to ensure the Tom Sermannicoached side would be wellequipped to compete at the World
Cup, in which they were set to
come up against the Netherlands,
Canada and Cameroon.
After securing qualification
under Sermanni in late 2018, the
Football Ferns’ build-up began
with participation in the Australiahosted Cup of Nations during
February and March.
The Ferns were looking to beat
their trans-Tasman rivals for the
first time since 1994 and competed
well but fell 2-0 to the world’s
sixth-ranked team. A confidenceboosting 2-0 win over Argentina
then followed, in which CJ Bott
hit the headlines after scoring one
of the finest goals ever seen by a
Football Fern with a spectacular
strike from 40 yards while Katie
Rood also found the net.
New Zealand then signed off on
the tournament with a 2-0 loss to
Korea Republic, Sermanni having
taken a huge amount of value

22

from seeing all of his outfield
players in action against nonOceania opposition as he looked
to firm up his World Cup plans.
The preparation for France
continued a month later in Spain
with a pair of clashes against
Norway. The Ferns were beaten
1-0 in the first but bounced back
impressively to earn their second
win of the year with a triumph
by the same scoreline, courtesy
of Rosie White’s early goal. It
was the team’s first victory over
a higher-ranked opponent since
2015, fuelling hopes of a positive
lead-in to France.
That consisted of several more
matches in May and June on
foreign shores, two of which were
against a pair of heavyweights in
the form of the USA and England.
The Ferns came up against the
USA in front of over 35,700 fans
in St Louis and were defeated
5-0 as the reigning World Cup
champions showed why they
were favourites to retain their
title in France.
Sermanni’s side benefitted greatly
from the experience though and
put what they had learned to good
use in their next two encounters.
They firstly outclassed Mexico 2-1
in New York with goals from Sarah
Gregorius and White before pulling
off one of the most notable results
of their history against England.
In front of over 20,000 fans in
Brighton, the Ferns stunned Phil
Neville’s team – who were ranked
third in the world – with a 1-0
victory. It was the first time a

national team from New Zealand
had ever beaten England at any
level, male or female, and arrived
thanks to a Gregorius strike early
in the second half, as well as an
inspired performance in goal from
Erin Nayler.
That put the Ferns in high spirits
with the World Cup now only days
away but they were brought back
down to earth with a 1-0 loss to
Wales in Cardiff in their final hitout before heading to France.
Nevertheless, the Ferns went
into the World Cup having gone
through an extensive programme
of preparation and were wellprepared to tackle their initial
goal of progressing past the
group stages for the first time.
That quest began on a sour note
however when key defender
Meikayla Moore suffered a
significant injury on the eve of
the opening match, ruling her out
of the entire tournament and for
many more months. That forced
a late re-think for Sermanni and
meant he was even more reliant
on the squad’s core of veteran
campaigners, which included
goalkeeper Nayler, captain Ali
Riley, Abby Erceg, Ria Percival,
Rebekah Stott, Betsy Hassett,
Annalie Longo, White and
Gregorius.
Sermanni was also denied the
services of a fully-firing Hannah
Wilkinson, who was included
in the squad after performing
miracles to make a swift recovery
from serious injury but was short
of match sharpness, therefore
having to be used in a cameo

role from the bench. Amber
Hearn, the top scorer in New
Zealand’s footballing history, was
meanwhile not available for the
tournament due to injury.
The squad did feature plenty of
emerging talent though with Bott
firmly establishing herself as a
player capable of performing at
the highest level after several
years on the fringes of the team
while Olivia Chance likewise
took the opportunity to force
her way into the starting lineup, offering some welcome
guile in the attacking third. The
lightning quick Paige Satchell was
meanwhile an exciting prospect
for Sermanni to turn to when
defences were tiring.
It was therefore a promising set
of players that took the field to
open New Zealand’s World Cup
campaign against the Netherlands
and they performed strongly, very
nearly earning a positive result but
suffering heart-break by conceding
a goal with one of the last actions
of the game to lose 1-0.
The nature of that performance
against such a high-quality
opponent gave Sermanni’s side
confidence and they then took on
Canada with the hope of earning a
landmark result. But, after holding
the classy Canadians in a scoreless
first half, a pair of goals in the
second spell consigned the Ferns
to a second successive defeat
and left their dreams of making
history hanging by a thread.

eliminated from the tournament.
The Ferns fell behind in the
second half but kept their hopes
alive by forcing an own goal to
equalise. They then pushed hard
to find a winner in the closing
stages but were hit with a sucker
punch deep into stoppage time,
Cameroon taking advantage of
the Ferns committing so many
numbers forward to score and
progress from the group at New
Zealand’s expense.
It was a disappointing way to
end the campaign but with many
players adding to their experience
on the biggest stage and a number
of promising youngsters coming
through, Sermanni had reason to
be optimistic moving forward.
In the months that followed the
World Cup, 124-cap midfielder
Katie Duncan announced she
would now be stepping down
permanently from international
football – she had earlier come
out of retirement to play under
Sermanni – while Gregorius
entered a new phase in her life by
taking up an off-field role with the
FIFPro World Players’ Union.
The playing group that gathered
when the Ferns returned to

action for a two-match tour
of China in November had a
fresh look to it with Claudia
Bunge receiving a first call-up
while goalkeeper Lily Alfeld,
Jana Radosavljevic and Nicole
Stratford – a late inclusion in
the World Cup squad to replace
Moore – were also yet to be
capped.
The Ferns put in a dominant
display in the first match of the
tour against China but were
left to rue passing up several
opportunities to score in being
beaten 2-0. They then had the
chance to exact some revenge on
World Cup foes Canada but signed
off on their year with a 3-0 defeat.
The tour was mainly a chance
for Sermanni to give some
of his emerging players the
opportunity to impress, taken
most notably by Bunge. The
young defender immediately
looked at home on the
international stage and appears
set for a promising career.
The Football Ferns will now
look to search for a winning
combination as they build
towards competing at the
Tokyo Olympic Games.

The equation was now simple
in their final match of the group
stages – defeat Cameroon or be

23

ON THE WORLD STAGE

02

ALL WHITES SUMMARY
The All Whites embarked on a
new journey in 2019 with former
captain Danny Hay being handed
the reins as head coach mid-way
through the year.
Hay, who previously coached the
New Zealand U-17 national team
and led Eastern Suburbs to the
ISPS Handa Premiership title, took
over following the resignation of
Fritz Schmid and followed Ricki
Herbert in becoming just the
second person to both captain and
coach the All Whites.
“I’ve been heavily invested in the
game in this country for a very
long time now and the All Whites
in particular is something that
is very close to my heart having
played for, and captained, the
side,” Hay said on being appointed.
“It’s an exciting time for the game
as I firmly believe we have a
balance of experience, youthful
vitality and real quality,” he added.
“Ultimately, the next few years
is about bringing these players
together on a regular basis so
that we have a genuine chance
of qualifying for the 2022 FIFA
World Cup in Qatar.”
The first steps on that quest took
place for Hay and his charges in
November with a pair of friendlies
in Europe against the Republic of
Ireland and Lithuania. Hay turned
to All Whites experience for
his support staff with assistant
coaches Rory Fallon and Jason
Batty both having captained
the side while Neil Emblen was
previously interim head coach.
Hay signalled his belief in the
potential of New Zealand’s
emerging talent by selecting a
youthful squad that featured
seven players yet to be capped
at senior level – namely Joe Bell,
Elliot Collier, Elijah Just, Max
Mata, Callum McCowatt, James
McGarry and Nando Pijnaker.
But the promising youngsters
were joined by a host of more
established names with the
likes of Chris Wood, Winston
Reid and Ryan Thomas all being
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included in an All Whites squad
for the first time since late 2017.

McCowatt, who slid in to score
on debut.

footsteps of Mike, Shane, Michael
and Fred.

There was also a huge amount of
interest in the impact of Sarpreet
Singh, who was now one of the
country’s most high-profile
athletes after signing for German
giants Bayern Munich.

The All Whites appeared likely
to enter the break with a lead
but Ireland hit back on the stroke
of half-time, equalising when
Derrick Williams headed in a
Robbie Brady corner.

“I’ve had to make some really
tough decisions and leave out
players that are operating at a
high level, which is a good sign for
the future,” Hay said.

Skipper Reid, who had only
recently returned from injury,
was replaced at half-time as
Ireland carried their momentum
into the second period, scoring
twice more through Sean
Maguire and Callum Robinson to
triumph 3-1.

With so many changes in
personnel and a tight turnaround
from the match in Dublin just
several days earlier, it was always
going to be a challenging test
for Hay’s men, especially as they
also had to contend with the
unfamiliarity of playing on an
artificial turf.

“I think we’re developing a
different type of player now –
one who is more technical and
tactically aware – so that in itself
is exciting and I think the squad is
reflective of that.”
That promising blend of youth
and experience underlined
its potential in an impressive
first-up display against Ireland,
in which Hay’s possessionbased, attacking philosophy was
immediately evident.
Three players were handed
debuts from the start in Dublin
with Bell, Just and McCowatt
each giving a good account of
themselves. Bell was particularly
impressive in his deep-lying role
in front of the back four while
Just and McCowatt both caused
problems for the Irish defence.
The newcomers were joined by a
spine of experience in the line-up
as Reid, Thomas and Wood were
all included while Singh took on
the playmaker’s mantle in the
middle of the park.
All were given licence to express
themselves by Hay’s positive
approach and, despite featuring
85 places lower than Ireland on
the world rankings, the visitors
silenced Aviva Stadium with a
goal of exceptional quality on the
half hour.
In a passage of play that provided
a perfect snapshot of Hay’s
intent, the outstanding Thomas
combined with Wood in some
sharp interplay before releasing
Liberato Cacace to cross for

But Hay had made it clear before
the match that the result was of
little importance and was very
satisfied with much of what he
had seen.
“We did what we said we were
going to do, which was to put the
first piece of the jigsaw in place in
terms of changing the way the All
Whites play,” he said.
The aim was to continue that
progress in the second match
of the tour against Lithuania
in Vilnius, where Hay took the
opportunity to cast his eye over
the rest of the 24-man squad
by naming an entirely different
starting line-up.
That brought a debut for
McGarry at left-back while Collier
came in up front to make the first
start of his international career
after debuting from the bench
against Ireland.
Reid, Wood and Thomas were
all not available after returning
to their clubs but there was still
plenty of experience with Tommy
Smith captaining the side and
the likes of Bill Tuiloma, Michael
McGlinchey and Marco Rojas
also featuring.

One goal proved enough to win
it, Lithuania’s Arvydas Novikovas
rifling an unstoppable strike past
Michael Woud – who was making
just his second appearance for
the All Whites – on the stroke of
half-time.
New Zealand found more rhythm
after the restart but couldn’t
produce an equaliser as Hay was
denied the first positive result
of his reign. He continued to
invest in youth by introducing
Mata and Pijnaker in the second
half, taking the tour’s tally of
debutants to seven.
“The whole idea was to give
everybody a really good
opportunity and see whether
they were a good fit in terms of
character and mentality, ability
on the pitch and the way we want
to play,” Hay said.
“I think we’ll come out of this with
a very clear idea of how to move
forward.”
Hay will now look to build on the
promising foundations that were
laid in 2019 as the All Whites
begin their campaign to qualify
for the 2022 FIFA World Cup.

Notably, it was the first time in
New Zealand’s footballing history
that four players whose fathers
were also All Whites had taken
the field together – McGarry,
Alex Rufer, Matt Ridenton and
Andre de Jong following in the
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To prepare for the challenge
they would face in Poland, New
Zealand took on fellow World
Cup sides Korea Republic and
Mexico, earning a 1-1 draw and
3-1 win respectively.

AGE-GROUPS SUMMARY
the way with a seven-goal haul
across the two games – before
facing experienced outfits from
Vanuatu and Papua New Guinea
in their final group matches.

It was a golden year for the U-23
men’s national team, which picked
up two pieces of silverware and
qualified for the Tokyo Olympic
Games in the process.
Coach Des Buckingham first
brought a group of players together
for the Pacific Games, which were
held in Samoa during July.
That tournament gave those
selected the chance to put their
hands up to be involved in New
Zealand’s upcoming Olympic
qualification campaign, as
well as the opportunity to test
themselves against full-strength,
senior national teams.
Many notable names were not
available to Buckingham but
there was no shortage of exciting
talent among those included, who
were captained by three-cap All
White Logan Rogerson.
New Zealand eased into their
Pacific Games campaign with
comfortable wins over Tonga and
Samoa – in which Rogerson led
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They firstly held Vanuatu
to a scoreless draw before
maintaining their unbeaten
record with another notable
result against senior international
opposition, securing top spot in
the group with a 2-0 win over
Papua New Guinea.
The significance of that
achievement was underlined by
the fact that nine members of the
Papua New Guinea line-up were
part of the team that drew against
the All Whites in the final of the
2016 OFC Nations Cup before
being beaten on penalties.
Having gone through pool play
undefeated, Buckingham’s young
charges then staged a remarkable
comeback in the Pacific Games
final, scoring two late goals to
dramatically overcome New
Caledonia and claim gold.
While the main purpose of the
tournament was to prepare for
Olympic qualifying, winning
the Pacific Games was a huge
confidence-boost for the players,
who were aware they would soon
become an even stronger unit
with the introduction of even
more quality.

The likes of full internationals
Clayton Lewis, Myer Bevan and
Liberato Cacace were all brought
in for the Tokyo qualifiers, which
New Zealand warmed up for
with a pair of 1-1 draws against
Australia across the Tasman.
Buckingham then took his team
to Fiji for the Olympic qualifying
tournament and led them to a
bright start with high-scoring
victories over Samoa and
American Samoa.
The team then topped its pool
with a 4-2 success over a skilful
Solomon Islands, leading to a semifinal showdown with the hosts.
New Zealand turned on a
scintillating display in searing
heat to sweep Fiji aside 6-1 and
repeated the trick in the final
to again outclass the Solomon
Islands, this time scoring five
unanswered goals.
It was a particularly memorable
campaign for Bevan, who won the
golden boot after finding the net
12 times.
Their heroics in Fiji booked the
U-23 men a ticket to the Olympics
in impressive fashion and, with
a highly-talented crop of players
available, hopes are high that
history can be made in Tokyo.

New Zealand underlined its
regional dominance at this level in
2019, qualifying for the FIFA U-20
Women’s World Cup with ease
during an impressive campaign in
the Cook Islands in September.

The U-20 men captured the
imagination of the sporting public
in 2019, making a significant
impact on the international stage
and playing an entertaining brand
of football in the process.

Coach Gemma Lewis led her
side to the top of pool play with
an unblemished record, the
defending champions proving far
too strong for Tahiti, American
Samoa and Samoa while scoring a
remarkable 47 goals.

There was a particularly high level
of talent available to coach Des
Buckingham for the FIFA U-20
World Cup, which was held in
Poland during May and June.

Another high-scoring victory
over Vanuatu followed in the
semi-finals and it wasn’t until the
final that New Zealand’s defence
was finally breached in a 5-2 win
over New Caledonia.
New Zealand also dominated
the individual awards with Kelli
Brown picking up the golden
boot after scoring 21 goals while
Grace Wisnewski received the
golden ball as the tournament’s
best player.
Lewis will now take her
talented team to Costa
Rica and Panama
for the FIFA U-20
Women’s Cup.

For example, eight of the players
selected for the tournament –
Michael Woud, Nando Pijnaker,
Elijah Just, Joe Bell, Sarpreet Singh,
Liberato Cacace, Max Mata and
Callum McCowatt – would go on to
be included in Danny Hay’s first All
Whites squad later in the year.
Buckingham made sure they
would have every opportunity
to express their ample talents
by adopting a positive playing
style and hopes of a successful
campaign in Poland were further
stoked by a pair of impressive
results in the build-up.

That gave Buckingham confidence
going into the tournament but
even he must have been surprised
at just how well New Zealand
fared in their first outing, a Ben
Waine double helping give them a
5-0 win over Honduras.
It was one of the most notable
performances by an age-group
side from these shores with
Honduras having no answer to
the quality of New Zealand’s
attacking play.
They picked up where they left
off in the next game as a stunning
long-range effort from Gianni
Stensness helped them to a 2-0
win over Norway. Notably, the
New Zealand defence also kept
Erling Håland – one of the hottest
teenage properties in the world
– quiet and prevented him from
finding the net.
That result meant the team
became the first from this
country to win back-to-back
matches at an U-20 World Cup
and secured them a place in the
knockout stages.
There was therefore an
opportunity to freshen the
starting line-up for the final
group match against Uruguay,
nine changes being made as New
Zealand suffered a 2-0
defeat.
They were then denied a spot in
the quarter-finals in the cruellest
manner, eventually being edged
out by Colombia on penalties
after Elijah Just netted in a
1-1 draw. Goalkeeper Michael
Woud nearly made himself a
hero in the shoot-out, saving
two penalties and being denied
a hat-trick when his third block
was ruled out by the officials for
encroachment.
“We’ve come here and outplayed
teams,” Buckingham said.
“They’ve shown that New
Zealand players can not only
compete but can also win on the
world stage.”

27

ON THE WORLD STAGE

02

from the experience as he looked
to prepare for the World Cup,
set to be held in the football-mad
nation of Brazil in October.

The U-17 women received a
rare opportunity to compete
against opposition from outside
Oceania in a non-World Cup year
in 2019, taking up an invitation
to compete in a four-team
tournament in China during July.

The U-17 men had an active
year in 2019, taking part in two
international tournaments as a
raft of promising players were
exposed to international football
against non-Oceania nations for
the first time.

It gave coach Leon Birnie an early
chance to lay the foundations for
a successful FIFA U-17 Women’s
World Cup campaign and that
quest began promisingly with a
well-deserved 2-0 win over Chile
in their opening match in China.

Having successfully guided the
team to FIFA U-17 World Cup
qualification the previous year,
coach Jose Figueira had an early
opportunity to cast his eye over
the talent at his disposal in May
when New Zealand were invited to
compete in the Panda Cup in China.

A 2-0 defeat to the hosts then
followed but New Zealand
bounced back to defeat Thailand
2-1 to claim the silver medals.
Importantly, the tournament had
given Birnie’s players an early
introduction to international
football, placing them in good
stead for the challenges ahead.
Unfortunately, they will have
to wait for the opportunity to
book their World Cup ticket as
December’s Oceania qualifiers
were postponed due to an
outbreak of measles across
the region.

He made sure no stone would
be unturned in the talent
identification process by bringing
in a number of players who
were not involved in World Cup
qualifying and the new-look lineup made an immediate impact,
stunning the hosts in their first
match in China with a 2-0 win.
That feat was all the more
impressive given that Figueira’s
charges were coming up against
older, more experienced U-18
opponents at the tournament.
Defeats to Korea Republic and
Thailand then followed but
Figueira was able to take much

New Zealand built up for their
campaign with a pair of friendlies
against Mexico and Argentina
and were defeated in both
matches but had gained further
valuable experience against
world-class opposition.
The World Cup began on a
disappointing note with a 2-1
loss to Angola but Figueira’s side
then produced an outstanding
performance against hosts Brazil.
New Zealand eventually fell 3-0
to the skilful South Americans in
front of a raucous home crowd
but the scoreline did not reflect
the nature of the game, Brazil
flattered by the outcome after
scoring two late goals.
New Zealand still had a chance of
progressing to the knockout stages
as they entered their final group
game against Canada and did their
bit after a spectacular goal from
Matthew Garbett and a heroic
display by goalkeeper Alexander
Paulsen earned a 1-0 win.
Figueira and his youngsters then
faced a nervous wait to see if
they would progress as one of
the best third-placed teams but
other results did not go their
way, sending them home with
memories of recording just their
country’s fourth-ever win at a
male U-17 World Cup.

FUTSAL TEAMS SUMMARY

It was another successful year
for the Futsal Ferns with the
team continuing to make great
progress after being established
two years ago.
Coach Nic Downes took his
side to Australia in January
to compete in the Gold Coast
International Futsal Challenge,
in which the Futsal Ferns
would come up against regional
representative teams.
They had too much quality for any
other outfit at the tournament,
beating sides from Football
Queensland, Football West and
Football Victoria twice each to
claim the title.
The goals were shared around but
Rebecca Lake and Dayna Manak
led the way with four each.
The Futsal Ferns then took part in
a four-team tournament in China
in September.
They were outplayed in their first
two matches, falling 8-3 to the
hosts and 4-1 to Thailand, before
creating history in their final
game with a ground-breaking 4-0
win over Kuwait.
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Manak, Shivy Anthony, Maxine
Cooper and Sarah Alder all
found the net as the Futsal
Ferns became the first senior
New Zealand national team,
male or female, to win a futsal
international in a non-Oceania
country.

The Futsal Whites were looking
to make history in 2019 by
qualifying for the FIFA Futsal
World Cup for the first time and
came narrowly close to doing so.
Coach Marvin Eakins felt they
were better placed than ever to
launch a genuine bid to qualify
and so it proved as they charged
out of the blocks at the OFC
Futsal Nations Cup.
With the likes of Micky Malivuk
and Dylan Manickum in fine goalscoring form, New Zealand were
far too classy for American Samoa
and Vanuatu in their opening two
matches before completing pool
play with a perfect record after
notching a closer victory over
New Caledonia.
That set up a semi-final meeting
with Tahiti and the French
Polynesians offered plenty of

resistance but the Futsal Whites
emerged triumphant regardless,
a double from exciting young
prospect Oban Hawkins helping
them to a 3-2 win.
The Futsal Whites then came up
against the Solomon Islands – the
only Oceania country to ever
have competed on futsal’s biggest
stage. But New Zealand very
nearly became the second with an
inspired performance in the final.
Eakins’ team had one foot in
the World Cup at one point,
leading 4-2 with only a couple of
minutes left on the clock after
Malivuk again showed his class
with a double. But the skilful
Solomons then produced two
goals to dramatically send the
match into extra-time, the final
whistle eventually arriving at 5-5
as a thrilling encounter went to
penalties.
The Solomon Islands then held
their nerve from the spot to
qualify for Lithuania 2020 by
the slimmest of margins, leaving
the Futsal Whites heartbroken
but proud of putting in such an
outstanding effort.
There was some glory for
New Zealand in the individual
honours though with Manickum
receiving the golden ball as the
tournament’s best player while
Malivuk shared the golden boot
with his seven strikes.
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INTERNATIONAL RESULTS

CUP OF NATIONS
28 Feb
(Sydney)
3 March (Brisbane)
6 March (Melbourne)

ABOVE LEFT
The Football Ferns line-up before
taking on USA

Norway 1
Norway 0
New Zealand 0
New Zealand 2 Sarah Gregorius, Rosie White
New Zealand 1 Sarah Gregorius
New Zealand 0

FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD CUP
11 June (Le Havre)
Netherlands 1
15 June (Grenoble)
Canada 2
20 June (Montpellier)
Cameroon 2

New Zealand 0
New Zealand 0
New Zealand 1 Own goal

INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT
7 Nov (Yongchuan)
China 2
10 Nov (Yongchuan)
New Zealand 0

New Zealand 0
Canada 3

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES
14 Nov
(Dublin)
Republic of Ireland 3
17 Nov
(Vilnius)
Lithuania 1

New Zealand 1 Callum McCowatt
New Zealand 0

(Apia)

12 July
15 July
20 July

(Apia)
(Apia)
(Apia)

New Zealand 13 Dylan de Jong, Lachlan McIsaac 3,
Logan Rogerson 5, Byron Heath, Jake Porter 3
New Zealand 5 Logan Rogerson 2,		
Jorge Akers, Robert Tipelu, Seth Clark

New Zealand 0 		
New Zealand 2 Oliver Whyte, Dane Schnell
New Zealand 2 Dane Schnell, Billy Jones		

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES
6 Sep (Wollongong)
Australia 1
9 Sep
(Sydney)
Australia 1

ABOVE RIGHT
The Football Ferns celebrate beating
England in the build-up to the FIFA
Women’s World Cup

24 Sep

(Suva)

27 Sep

(Suva)

Semi-Final

2 Oct

(Lautoka)

Final

5 Oct

(Lautoka)

Tonga 0				
Samoa 1
Vanuatu 0
Papua New Guinea 0
New Caledonia 1

New Zealand 1 Clayton Lewis
New Zealand 1 Logan Rogerson

OFC OLYMPIC QUALIFIERS
21 Sep
(Suva)
New Zealand 6 Ben Waine 4 incl. pen,		

RIGHT
Callum McCowatt scores on debut for
the All Whites against Ireland
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10 July

		

Final

New Zealand 0
Argentina 0
New Zealand 0

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES
5 April (Marbella)
New Zealand 0
9 April (Marbella)
New Zealand 1 Rosie White
16 May (St Louis)
USA 5
22 May (New York)
Mexico 1
1 June (Brighton)
England 0
4 June
(Cardiff)
Wales 1

PACIFIC GAMES
8 July
(Apia)
TOP
The Football Ferns celebrate a wondergoal from C J Bott which helped them
secure victory over Argentina in the
Cup of Nations

Australia 2
New Zealand 2 CJ Bott, Katie Rood
Korea Republic 2

Samoa 1
			
Logan Rogerson, Myer Bevan
New Zealand 12 Clayton Lewis 2, Logan Rogerson,
American Samoa 0 		
Oliver Whyte, Myer Bevan 5, Ben Waine 2, Dylan de Jong
Solomon Islands 2			
New Zealand 4 Clayton Lewis, Myer Bevan 2,
Noah Billingsley				
New Zealand 6 Own goal, Ben Waine, Logan Rogerson, Fiji 1 				
Myer Bevan 2, Callan Elliot 			
New Zealand 5 Logan Rogerson, Myer Bevan 2,
Solomon Islands 0		
Ben Waine, Billy Jones			
31

ON THE WORLD STAGE

02

INTERNATIONAL RESULTS continued...

Round of 16

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES
11 May (Gniewino)
New Zealand 1 Ben Waine
Korea Republic 1
17 May (Gniewino)
New Zealand 3 Sarpreet Singh 2, Callum McCowatt 					
Mexico 1
FIFA U-20 WORLD CUP
24 May
(Lublin)
Honduras 0							
New Zealand 5 Own goal, Ben Waine 2, Sarpreet Singh, Matt Conroy
27 May
(Lodz)
Norway 0							
New Zealand 2 Gianni Stensness, own goal
30 May
(Lodz)
New Zealand 0
Uruguay 2
2 June
(Lodz)
Colombia 1
New Zealand 1 Elijah Just			
(a.e.t Colombia won 5-4 on penalties)

ABOVE
The U-23 men celebrate qualifying for
the Tokyo Olympics
RIGHT
The U-20 women celebrate qualifying
for the FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup

OFC U-19 WOMEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP
New Zealand 30 Kelli Brown 11 incl. pen, Rene Wasi 3, Gabrielle Rennie 3, 		
Maggie Jenkins 5, Grace Wisnewski, Amelia Abbott 2, Arabella Maynard 5			

3 Sep

(Rarotonga)

Tahiti 0							
New Zealand 5 Maggie Jenkins pen, Kelli Brown 4

6 Sep

(Rarotonga)

American Samoa 0							
New Zealand 12 Ava Collins 5 incl. pen, Gabrielle Rennie 2, Rene Wasi, own goal,

Samoa 0

BELOW LEFT
Gianni Stensness celebrates his
stunning goal against Norway at the
FIFA U-20 World Cup
BELOW RIGHT
Matthew Garbett jumps for joy after
scoring the winning goal against
Canada at the FIFA U-17 World Cup

31 Aug (Rarotonga)

		

Tahlia Herman-Watt, Arabella Maynard, Charlotte Wilford-Carroll
Semi-Final

9 Sep

(Rarotonga)

Vanuatu 0						
New Zealand 11 Kelli Brown 5, Gabrielle Rennie, Maggie Jenkins, Ava Collins,
Grace Wisnewski 2, Lara Wall

Final

12 Sep (Rarotonga)

PANDA CUP
25 May (Chengdu)

New Caledonia 2						
New Zealand 5 Gabrielle Rennie 2, Aneka Mittendorff, Maggie Jenkins, Kelli Brown

China 0

New Zealand 2 Matthew Garbett, 			
Jesse Randall

27 May (Chengdu)
29 May (Chengdu)
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New Zealand 0
New Zealand 0

Korea Republic 4
Thailand 1

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES
16 Oct (Buenos Aires)
New Zealand 0
19 Oct (Buenos Aires)
New Zealand 1 Oskar van Hattum

Mexico 2
Argentina 7

FIFA U-17 WORLD CUP
26 Oct
(Gama)
New Zealand 1 Matthew Garbett
29 Oct
(Gama)
Brazil 3
1 Nov
(Gama)
Canada 0

Angola 2
New Zealand 0
New Zealand 1 Matthew Garbett
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INTERNATIONAL RESULTS continued...

INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT
17 July

(Weifang)

New Zealand 2 Ella Russ, Kate Duncan Chile 0 					

19 July

(Weifang)

China 2

New Zealand 0

21 July

(Weifang)

New Zealand 2 Mona Walker pen,

Thailand 1 					

Ava Pritchard

OFC FUTSAL NATIONS CUP
28 Oct

(Paita)

American Samoa 0							
New Zealand 9 Micky Malivuk 2, Dylan Manickum 3, Josh Margetts, Marvin Eakins, 		
Stephen Ashby-Peckham 2

29 Oct

(Paita)

New Zealand 8 Micky Malivuk 2, Jordi Ditfort 2, Oban Hawkins, Logan Wisnewski, 		
Brayden Lissington, Dylan Manickum							

Vanuatu 1 		

30 Oct

(Paita)

New Zealand 4 Micky Malivuk, Dylan Manickum 2, Josh Margetts			
New Caledonia 2

Semi-Final

1 Nov

(Paita)

New Zealand 3 Oban Hawkins 2, Stephen Ashby-Peckham
Tahiti 2

Final

2 Nov

(Paita)

Solomon Islands 5 							
New Zealand 5 Miroslav Malivuk 2, Jordi Ditfort, Josh Margetts, Stephen Ashby-Peckham

			

a.e.t Solomon Islands won 2-1 on penalties

GOLD COAST INTERNATIONAL FUTSAL CHALLENGE

TOP LEFT
The U-17 women pose with their
medals after winning silver at the CFA
Team China International Women’s
Youth Football Tournament
TOP RIGHT
Josh Margetts, left, is congratulated
by his Futsal Whites team mates
ABOVE
Micky Malivuk celebrates finding the
net with the Futsal Whites bench
RIGHT
The Futsal Ferns celebrate winning
the Gold Coast International Futsal
Challenge
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Football Queensland 2

New Zealand 4 Rebecca Lake, Dayna Manak 2, Jess Verdon

Football West 2

New Zealand 8 Dayna Manak 2, Sarah Alder, Rebecca Lake, Britney-Lee Nicholson, Maxine
Cooper, Francesca Grange, Leah Gubb

Football Victoria 1

New Zealand 2 Rebecca Lake, Sarah Alder

Football Queensland 1

New Zealand 4 Tessa Leong, Leah Gubb, Maxine Cooper, Francesca Grange

Football West 1

New Zealand 3 Tessa Leong, Rebecca Lake, own goal

Football Victoria 1

New Zealand 3 Leah Gubb, Tessa Leong, Jess Verdon

INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT
7 Sep

(Chengdu)

China 8 								
New Zealand 3 Jess Verdon, Macey Fraser, Maxine Cooper

8 Sep

(Chengdu)

New Zealand 1 Jess Verdon 							
Thailand 4

10 Sep

(Chengdu)

New Zealand 4 Shivy Anthony, Maxine Cooper, Dayna Manak, Sarah Alder 			
Kuwait 0
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REMEMBERING THOSE WE LOST
It was largely a year of enjoyment
for many members of New
Zealand’s footballing community
as they celebrated their love of
the beautiful game but 2019 was
also marked by great sadness.

Sayyad Milne

The tragic events of the
Christchurch mosque shootings
on 15 March were felt deeply
across the nation and football
was at the heart of the mourning
after losing several members of
the sport’s cherished family.
Futsal Whites goalkeeper Atta
Elayyan, Tariq Omar and Sayyad
Milne were all among the 51
people who so tragically lost
their lives.
Atta, 33, played in 19
internationals for the Futsal
Whites and was a hugely popular
member of the team, as well as
being a respected figure in the
Christchurch technology industry.
Tariq was 24 at the time of his
passing and was passionate
about both playing and coaching
football. He played for FC Twenty
11 and coached junior and youth
teams at Christchurch United.

Atta Elayyan

Tariq Omar

Just 14, Sayyad was equally
football-mad and was a promising
goalkeeper for an age-group side
at Cashmere High School. He had
received a new ball for his recent
birthday and dreamed of playing
in Europe one day.

“Atta was a great man and wellliked by everyone in the futsal
community,” he said.
“There are no words to sum up
how we are all feeling. There is
a huge hole in our hearts as we
come to terms with the loss of a
great person and a good mate. He
will be sorely missed.”
Unfortunately, the victims of the
Christchurch shootings weren’t
the only losses for football in 2019.
The country’s dedicated group of
match officials were in mourning in
the first part of the year after the
double loss of Stephen Fletcher
and Dave Branton. Both were
members of the NZF Referees
Committee and gave many years
of service to the game.
Their passing was followed soon
after in April by that of Jock Irvine,
a highly-regarded administrator
who was a former chairman of
both New Zealand Football and
the Auckland Football Federation.
During his time as New Zealand
Football chairman, he was
instrumental in bringing the FIFA
U-17 World Cup to the country
in 1999 – the first time New

Zealand had ever hosted a FIFA
tournament.
In July, another much-loved
member of the football
community was lost when the
life of former All White John
Houghton came to an end. He
made 28 appearances for New
Zealand over a six-year period
from 1971 and also had an
outstanding club career, both
as a player and coach for Mt
Wellington.
His passing was followed in
August by that of two more New
Zealand representatives in Keith
Gibson and Ken France. Keith
played seven matches in 1954
and also shone on the domestic
scene for Wellington and Seatoun
while Ken represented his
country five times between 1967
and 1973, as well as achieving
success with Christchurch United.
Another All White was lost in
September with the passing of
Alex Juner, who was also a wellrespected referee. Alex was the
first Miramar Rangers player to
be named in a national team and
made one appearance for New
Zealand in 1957.

New Zealand Football CEO
Andrew Pragnell said it was a
dark day for both the country
and its close-knit football and
futsal communities.
“It’s hard to comprehend what
happened in Christchurch and
our thoughts and prayers go
out to everyone who has been
affected by these heinous acts of
violence,” he said.
Josh Margetts, a former team
mate of Atta in the Futsal Whites
and who was Futsal Development
Manager for New Zealand Football
at the time, was devastated to have
lost such a valued member of the
futsal family.
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Canterbury United players come together to mourn. Photo: Alden Williams

Stephen Fletcher
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McDONALD’S JUNIOR FOOTBALL
The Junior Framework in New
Zealand continues to thrive,
with nearly 50,000 children
taking part in football and futsal
on a regular basis and many
more being introduced to the
beautiful game through New
Zealand Football’s community
programme.

The most recent findings from
Sport NZ further highlight the
popularity of our code amongst
Kiwi kids with 19 per cent of
young people having participated
in football or futsal in the seven
days prior to taking part in the
survey. This figure is bettered
only by individual recreationbased activities such as running,
walking, swimming, biking,
trampolining and scootering,
making football the team sport
of choice for young people in
this country.

But it’s not just the participation
rates that are key to fostering
a love of football amongst New
Zealand’s children, the quality of
each participant’s experience is
also crucial and feedback from
all involved in the junior game
shows that positive experiences
are being had. This will serve
to fuel New Zealand Football’s
goal of more Kiwis playing and
loving football, as well as helping
to further engage children in an
active, sporting lifestyle.

Assisting in this quest is
McDonald’s NZ, which celebrated
its 20th year as a partner of New
Zealand Football and continues to
provide invaluable support to the
junior game. This partnership was
expanded in 2019 as McDonald’s
extended its sponsorship by
including futsal for four to
12-year-olds, recognising the rapid
growth of the small-sided sport.
Meanwhile, projects such as
the popular McDonald’s Junior
Football Coach of the Year
competition continue to reward

our tireless volunteers by
highlighting their contribution to
the game. The 2019 McDonald’s
Junior Football Coach of the Year
winner was Tarena Ranui, who
coaches a team from the Northern
United Sports Club in WaiBOP.
She was selected as a finalist with
six other worthy recipients from
each federation, who were drawn
from nearly 700 nominations
across the country. Each finalist
received a coaching pack, apparel
kit and trophy while Tarena won a
trip for two to watch Chris Wood
and Burnley play West Ham
United in the English Premier
League, as well as the All Whites’
match against Ireland in Dublin.

In 2020, McDonald’s will continue
to invest in areas that allow
New Zealand Football to build
on the existing support given
to players and coaches, while
providing nationwide promotion
of the game. Initiatives such as
the provision of thousands of
footballs, futsal balls and small
goals will meanwhile enhance
the game-day experience.
McDonald’s Coaching Videos and
Games Cards will also assist in
the development of players and
coaches alike.
In addition, the Small Whites
programme continues to reward
children taking part in the game
with posters and Player of the
Day certificates for all involved,
and coffee vouchers for parents
on the sideline. In 2019, Small
Whites packs were also available
to children involved in futsal, as
well as football, with over 8,000
packs distributed to clubs all
across the country.
The New Zealand Football Skills
Centres continue to provide an
aligned, co-ordinated approach
to junior footballers, aged nine
to 12 years. The main aim is to
provide a structured programme
for players in an enjoyable
environment that maximises
personal development.
It was also another positive
year for junior coach education
with 1,800 coaches of junior
footballers attending a formal
course, further equipping them to
provide age-appropriate tutelage
to children all over the country
and help foster a lifelong love of
the game.

8,051
FIRST KICKS
PLAYERS IN 2019
(4-6 YEAR OLDS)
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12,188
FUN FOOTBALL
PLAYERS IN 2019
(7-8 YEAR OLDS)

27,882
MINI FOOTBALL
PLAYERS IN 2019
(9-12 YEAR OLDS)

48,121

TOTAL NUMBER
OF JUNIOR PLAYERS
IN 2019
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
New Zealand Football had
another proactive year in
Community Development
and would like to highlight the
fantastic efforts of the thousands
who volunteered across the
country.
The core focus of the Community
Development initiatives New
Zealand Football undertakes
are across facilities provision
nationally at community level for
futsal and football; and increasing
diversity and inclusion across
playing, refereeing, coaching
and administration; as well as
supporting club capability through
tools such as the New Zealand
Football Quality Club Mark.
The year brought significant
strides in diversity and inclusion,
which was aided through the
provision of the New Zealand
Football Diversity and Inclusion
Committee, chaired by Executive
Committee member Rakesh
Naidoo.
All federations undertook
the opportunity to look
at the gender balance on
their respective boards, and
appointed a champion for
diversity and inclusion at both
board and staff level.
There were also a range of
innovative initiatives brought
to life across the country. For
example, Northern Football
provided Mandarin-assisted
delivery of the New Zealand
Football Senior Level 1 Coaching
Award and the New Zealand
Football Level 1 Referee
Certificate. Both courses were
well attended and participants
were able to use a course book
also translated into Mandarin,
with these resources now
available for use nationally.
At the end of 2019, New
Zealand Football was working
towards having an ethnicity
field available on its national
registration system. The data
insights available will support
New Zealand Football and
its federations and clubs to
undertake targeted initiatives
across our diverse communities.
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Looking toward 2020,
the focus for Community
Development will be on
working with key stakeholders
in supporting diversity and
inclusion initiatives, to support
federation advocacy in longterm planning submissions and
to monitor developments in
the Incorporated Societies Act
review, as well as undertaking
the triennial Quality Club Mark
refresh of documentation
and inspection of the criteria
involved for club accreditation.

5+ A DAY
FOOTBALL
& FUTSAL IN
SCHOOLS
The 5+ A Day Football & Futsal
in Schools programme continues
to provide children with the
opportunity to play for fun within
the primary school environment.
At the same time, it presents
parents and teachers with
the tools to deliver simple
programmes that will encourage
their children to become more
physically active in the school
setting. The resources available
through the programme are
based on providing children with
a fun experience, using footballbased challenges and the joy
of playing as the motivation for
participation.
In 2019, the programme allowed
nearly 70,000 children aged seven
to 12 to engage in football and
over 10,000 to take part in futsal.
Meanwhile, the Futsal in Schools
programme in secondary
schools continues to present an
unprecedented opportunity to
entice and educate year 11 to 13
students to coach, play, organise
and officiate the game of futsal
while being recognised with
the prospect of earning NCEA
achievement standards.
The invaluable support of the 5+
A Day Charitable Trust helps New
Zealand Football to continue in
its quest to introduce more Kiwi
kids to football and instil a lifelong
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COACH DEVELOPMENT
love of the beautiful game, as
well as promoting the benefits of
a daily diet rich in fresh fruit and
vegetables.

TALENT
Promising footballers in this
country continue to have a clear
pathway to the top with player
development a key focus for New
Zealand Football. During 2019,
a large percentage of players
selected for age-group national
teams were graduates of the
talent pathway.
Recent months have brought
significant changes to the
talent framework though with
New Zealand Football and its
federations working to improve
the capability of clubs to provide
quality development programmes
for a larger group of players.
Skills Centres, the first step on
the talent pathway, are now open
to players of all abilities to allow
for the fact that young players
develop at different rates.
Federation Talent Centres (FTC)
meanwhile continue to be run
across the country and are
tailored to meet the needs of
the unique environment of each
region. The club-based Talent
Development Programme (TDP)
– which is designed to help clubs
provide high-quality training
opportunities – continued to be
rolled out in 2019.

It was another busy year for the
New Zealand Football Coach
Development team in 2019 as the
number of coaches in the country
continued to grow.
It was a ground-breaking year
in some ways with a record
number of coaching courses and
attendances in the Advanced
Coaching pathway. This included
a sixth OFC/NZF B Licence
course in just five years. Once
again, advanced coaching
courses were able to be run in
each federation throughout the
calendar year.
The New Zealand Football
National Coaching Conference
was again run in Auckland with
keynote presentations from All
Whites and Football Ferns staff,
alongside many highly-regarded
professionals within the New
Zealand sporting industry.
New Zealand Football also
welcomed Danny Hay as the new
head coach of the All Whites.
Hay went through the New
Zealand Coach Development
pathway, and currently holds his
OFC/NZF A Licence, underlining
how these pathways create
outstanding opportunities for
our coaches and a route right to
the top of the game.

Meanwhile, Community Coach
courses continued to grow
in size and numbers thanks
to many hours of hard work
from federation staff. We also
offered an increasing number
of informal coach development
events which allowed coaches to
receive up-to-date information
pertaining to player and coach
development, thus ensuring
ongoing personal development
and lifelong learning.

professionals for their
contribution towards both coach
development and the wider game
in this country during their time
with New Zealand Football.

It was another encouraging
year for female coaches in
New Zealand, with community
volunteer coach Tarena Ranui
(WaiBOP) being announced as
this year’s McDonald’s Junior
Coach of the Year winner, while
Gemma Lewis was appointed
head coach of the women’s U-20
national team and Future Ferns
Domestic Programme (FFDP).
The Female Coach Scholarship
Programme also assisted 30
women of all ages and from
all federations in completing
advanced coaching courses.

We would like to thank all the
coach developers and federation
staff for their contribution, the
progress that has been made in
coach development would not
be possible without your efforts
and expertise. Thank you also to
those who attended our coaching
courses this year – we will
continue to do our utmost to assist
in your development in the future.

Looking forward, we have a very
exciting year ahead in 2020, with
the return of the OFC/NZF A
Licence, yet another OFC/NZF
B Licence and a multitude of
both advanced and community
coaching courses.

JAY AICKIN
NZ Football Coach and Referee
Development Administrator

We would like to make special
mention of former New Zealand
Football Coach Development
Managers Steven Dillon and
Owain Prosser, who have
now moved on to Melbourne
Victory and Oceania Football
Confederation respectively. We
thank both of these outstanding

The year again culminated in the
National Age-Group Tournament
(NAGT), which was held by
Capital Football and featured
girls and boys teams from each
federation. New Zealand Football
national team coaches and scouts
were out in full force as part of
the player identification process.
The Future Ferns Domestic
Programme (FFDP) meanwhile
continued to produce great
results with Gemma Lewis
becoming head coach. Two
players, Paige Satchell and Nicole
Stratford, progressed from the
FFDP to professional contracts,
bringing the total number of
professional graduates to nine.

327

REGISTRATIONS
ON 17 ADVANCED
COURSES IN 2019
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GIRLS AND WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT
A number of incredible
performances, both on and off
the field, took place in 2019 for
our girls and women’s football
and futsal community, as well as
our domestic and international
programmes.
Momentum rolled on for
female football and futsal with
participation continuing to
increase year-on-year since the
implementation of the Whole of
Football Plan in 2011. Girls and
women’s football achieved eight
per cent growth at junior level
(5-12 years), nine per cent growth
at youth level (13-19 years) and
13 per cent growth at senior level
from 2018 to 2019. This increase
meant a total of 19,281 girls and
women were collectively playing
football throughout New Zealand
in 2019.
Futsal meanwhile remains the
fastest-growing area of our
game with 27 per cent growth
in female participation rates
from 2018 to 2019. Junior futsal
increased by a staggering 44 per
cent while youth futsal grew by
26 per cent over the past year.
To ensure we continue developing
girls and women’s football and
futsal, New Zealand Football
continues to invest in three key
areas:
1. Participation: Development
of female-specific football/
futsal events and products
2. Awareness and Engagement:
Improving the visibility of the
women’s game
3. Football Systems and Strategy:
Development of a world-class,
performance-driven football/
futsal delivery system

- Girls and Women’s Week
reaching 9,000-plus female
participants
- The inaugural Women’s Futsal
SuperLeague competition
taking place
- National Women’s League
continuing to flourish in its
second season under the
extended, two-round format
- FIFA Women’s World Cup
Trophy Tour
- Delivery of a crossconfederation 2023 FIFA
Women’s World Cup bid
alongside Football Federation
Australia
Our federations meanwhile
continue to implement a number
of programmes within the
community and grassroots space,
with all federations now having
girls-only football leagues in
place – creating a fun, safe and
dedicated environment for our
female players to participate in.
Our annual Girls and Women’s
Week was completed across
all federations in February
with 9,000-plus females taking
part across the country in a
number of playing, coaching
and refereeing events, including
many opportunities to inspire
and grow our women’s football
and futsal workforce.
On the court in 2019, women’s
futsal grew from strength-tostrength with tournaments for
youth and university players
being joined by the inaugural
Women’s SuperLeague to cement
a pathway for females in futsal.
Canterbury United Pride set the
bar high in the first Women’s
SuperLeague by going unbeaten,
taking home first place with a
3-1 win over Capital, as well as
claiming the golden boot (Macey
Fraser), MVP (Serena Patel) and
golden gloves (Hannah Hegarty)
awards.

Significant milestones were
also achieved on the field in our
National Women’s League with
the profile of the competition
continuing to increase under
the double-round format.
Canterbury United Pride showed
they are just as good on the
field as they are on the court
by claiming back-to-back titles,
narrowly beating the Northern
Lights on penalties 4-2 after the
sides could not be split at 1-1
after extra-time.
Eastern Suburbs meanwhile
claimed the NZ Football
Foundation Kate Sheppard Cup
after two previous attempts in
2005 and 2017 with a 4-0 win
over Coastal Spirit, Tayla O’Brien
taking home the golden boot
and also jointly winning the Maia
Jackman Trophy for player of
the final alongside team mate
Erinna Wong.
Once again, we have seen many
of our female coaches making an
impact, both on and off the field
or court, through our domestic
and community programmes.
A total of 30 women benefitted
from the NZ Football Female
Coach Scholarship Programme
which assisted candidates of all
ages and from all federations
in completing coaching courses
from junior through to senior
licence level.
Community volunteer coach
Tarena Ranui from Northern
United (WaiBOP Football)
was announced as this year’s
winner of the McDonald’s
Coach of the Year competition
and in the elite space Gemma
Lewis was appointed to head
coach of the women’s U-20
national team and Future Ferns
Domestic Programme (FFDP)
after going through the FIFA
Coach Scholarship programme
with her mentor, Japan national
women’s team head coach Asako
Takakura. The future is promising
for female coaches and, with
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Nationally and internationally,
we have continued to see greater
investment and priority in
women’s sport with both FIFA
and the New Zealand government
releasing further strategies,
which not only ensure an ongoing
commitment to women’s sport
but also an increase in awareness
and engagement.

A number of wins were achieved
for our girls and women’s football
programmes in 2019, including:
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further opportunities opening
up, an ongoing investment being
made and further FIFA changes
for national age-group teams to
have a female coach within the
coaching staff, we expect to see
even more interest.
The administration of our game
also brought recognition with
Paula Walker (Central Football)
becoming the latest New Zealand
candidate to be accepted onto
the FIFA Women’s Leadership
Programme behind Helen Mallon
(Capital Football), who was
recognised in 2018.
Internationally, we saw the
Football Ferns compete with
some of the best teams in the
world at the FIFA Women’s World
Cup and, despite not making it
out of the group stages, they
tested several top-quality sides.
Globally, the FIFA Women’s
World Cup set the bar for
women’s sport very high and with
this success we have seen the
2023 tournament now extended
to 32 teams from 28.
New Zealand Football together
with Football Federation Australia
submitted a joint bid to host the
2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup
– a first for two confederations
and for football globally. We look
forward to learning the outcome
of our ground-breaking bid in
June of 2020.
ASHLEIGH COX
NZ Football Acting Women’s
Development Manager

9,000

FEMALE PARTICIPANTS REACHED DURING
GIRLS AND WOMEN’S WEEK

45

COMMUNITY

04

REFEREE DEVELOPMENT
The 2019 calendar year brought
good growth or stable numbers
in the majority of the seven
federations. Again, the game was
very fortunate to benefit from
the many volunteers around the
country, who did much both on
and off the pitch to try to support,
coach, encourage and improve
referees so that as many players
as possible could enjoy a fair,
safe game.
• The year ended with 1,107
registered referees – a slight
decline from the previous year
• Community-Based Referees
(CBRs) numbered 2,811
• 887 referees improved their
accreditation level at 98
courses (21 of which were
online courses) and on-field
assessments
• There were 78 futsal
accreditations
• Large numbers continued to
register for online referee
courses
Weekly or fortnightly coaching
sessions continued over the
winter season in many centres
to groups of referees. New
Zealand Football provided four
coaching sessions for use during
the winter. In addition, a further
three sessions were able to be
used with a special purpose
group. A national course for
female referees was held, with
particular emphasis on those who
were to officiate on the National
Women’s League. The talent
identification and development
programmes continued with 15
referees attending the Stage 3
Referee Development Academy.

A Stage 3 Futsal Course held in
conjunction with the Tertiary
Futsal Championships had 12
participants, including two
from the Oceania Football
Confederation (OFC) and another
two from New South Wales
Futsal, plus a coach.
High performance sessions
continued for referees and
assessors, strengthening the
Whole of Football pathway
through talent and excel to elite
refereeing. Referees officiated
in the China and Saudi Arabian
Super Leagues, as well as the
Hyundai A-League. There was
also participation at the Dallas
Cup and the New South Wales
Premier Futsal League.

In February, New Zealand
Football and the refereeing
community were sad to lose
Stephen Fletcher, who was a
member of the NZFRC, a former
national league referee and a
driving force for much of the
referee development work over
a number of years within the
Northern Football Federation
region. Another former member
of the NZFRC, Dave Branton,
also sadly passed away after
giving many years of service to
the game.

I wish to extend a warm thank you
to all the referees throughout the
country who officiate week-in and
week-out, often alone, to provide
match officials at many venues
with little reward but the grateful
thanks of all the players and
coaches. Many of them work very
hard during the week to ensure
they are fit and prepared for the
game. Behind this group are many
administrators, who spend hours
dealing with ground closures,
transferred games and referee
unavailability, communicating

with referees to ensure that there
is a qualified, neutral person for
both teams.
KEN WALLACE
NZ Football Referee
Development Manager

The New Zealand Football
Referees Committee (NZFRC)
continued its strategic overview.
It provided strategic oversight
and amended the referee
development pathway.
Four participants attended
the FIFA Futuro III Instructors
Course in Honiara in October –
two for technical and a further
two for fitness.
Internationally, the highlights
were undoubtedly the
performances of Anna-Marie
Keighley and Sarah Jones at the
FIFA Women’s World Cup in
France and those of Nick Waldron
and Isaac Trevis at the FIFA U-17
World Cup in Brazil. There were
89 appointments to OFC, AFC
and Tier 1 and 2 internationals
and tournaments. Futsal also
featured with 17 referee
appointments and 11 assistant
referee appointments.

117

INTERNATIONAL
APPOINTMENTS
IN 2019
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FUTSAL DEVELOPMENT

These goals for futsal are firmly
on track after the continued
growth in participation and
quality opportunities on offer in
2019. League growth increased
to over 30,000 registered players
(eight per cent growth from
2018) and more than 25,000
participants engaged with the
federation-led schools and
community programmes (33 per
cent growth).
To support this rapidly-growing
base of participants, the
full pathway of futsal coach
education driven by New Zealand
Football is now complete and was
implemented throughout 2019.
As a result, coaches are now
being educated and provided with
the appropriate resources to lead
player development from a threea-side festival-based approach
for young children right through
to coaching a full Futsal National
League programme. In 2019, we
had 133 new futsal coaches come
through this pathway.

OVER

Another vital component to
the blossoming of futsal in this
country is the fostering of a
skilled base of match officials
and progress has been significant
in 2019 with 273 new futsal
referees being introduced.

The Goals 4 Schools pilot project
was also delivered across 2019
in three federations. The key
drivers for this programme
include addressing the trends
in sport participation and also
the societal challenges that are
facing modern New Zealand. Time
constraints, facility availability,
cost and accessibility of sporting
opportunities are all major barriers
to New Zealanders enjoying a
healthy and active lifestyle. New
Zealand Football aims to remove
these barriers by implementing the
Goals 4 Schools programme.
Goals, balls and bibs were sent
to around 40 individual schools
or centres in order to illustrate
how a robust project strategy
and passionate development
system can be coupled with
equipment to encourage informal
physical activity for children and
provide enjoyable futsal and
football experiences. This pilot
will continue into 2020 and will
form the basis of evidence for a
nationwide roll out.
Another exciting community
project was the development
of the Community Futsal Fund
that will be rolled out in 2020.
The NZF Community Futsal
Fund is an available pool of
funding that member federations
are encouraged to apply for
to support innovative, robust
and sustainable community
futsal projects, tailored around
federation needs that will
contribute towards New Zealand
Football’s futsal-related strategic
priorities.

30,000

REGISTERED FUTSAL PLAYERS
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New Zealand Football’s goal in
futsal is to make it the nation’s
best and biggest small-sided
sport, as well as establishing
this country as possessing one
of the world’s leading futsal
development systems.

The Futsal in Schools Programme,
College Futsal Programme
and Community Roadshow
Festivals continued to reach new
participants across the country
with 25,338 players engaged in
2019 (33 per cent increase from
2018). What is encouraging from
these numbers is 40 per cent are
female players who have been
exposed to futsal, this coupled
with a 35 per cent increase in
formal female participation is a
great sign for the future growth
of the female game.
Competitions have continued
to play a major role in providing
valuable player development
opportunities for futsal players
in New Zealand and 2019
was yet another exciting year
in that regard. New Zealand
Football successfully delivered
six rebranded national futsal
competitions and made history
in the process. A record number
of entrants took part in both the
New Zealand Secondary Schools
Futsal Championships and AIMS
Games while the Men’s Futsal
SuperLeague, Women’s Futsal
SuperLeague, National Youth
Futsal Championships and
Tertiary Futsal Championships
also proved popular with players
and spectators alike. These
competitions were also vital
for giving coaches and referees
valuable on-court experience.
The rebranding of all national
futsal competitions was a major
win and signals New Zealand
Football’s commitment to
progressing these competitions.

The Futsal Whites and Futsal
Ferns were both in action during
2019 but the inaugural OFC
Futsal Champions League was
the final international fixture on
the calendar. The tournament
was hosted in Auckland in early
December and Auckland Football
Futsal were the New Zealand
representatives after winning
the 2018 Men’s SuperLeague. Six
teams battled it out over the fourday tournament with Solomon
Islands champions Kooline
claiming the title. Auckland
picked up the bronze medal after
cruising past Tahiti’s AS Pirea in
the third-place play-off. Adam
Larce-Paulsen also picked up the
Atta Elayyan Award as young
player of the tournament.
National Futsal Review 2019

• 30,826 total futsal players in
2019 (nine per cent growth
from 2018)
• 1.5 per cent growth in male
participation
• 35 per cent growth in female
participation
• 25,338 players participating
in community engagement
programmes (33 per cent
growth from 2018)
• 133 new futsal coaches
• 273 new futsal referees
• Goals 4 Schools programme
developed and piloted across
Mainland, WaiBOP and Capital

• New funding initiative
developed for 2020
implementation across
all seven federations –
‘Community Futsal Fund’
• Rebranding of all six futsal
competitions delivered across
national competitions calendar
• Futsal marketing campaign
developed – ‘Generation
Futsal’
• Community engagement
– 10,500 Facebook likes;
competition livestreaming total
views reached over 75,000;
49,000 unique views and the
average duration of each visit
was 14 minutes. The total
minutes viewed exceeded
775,000
• Futsal Whites competed on the
international stage, finishing
runners-up in the OFC Futsal
Nations Cup
• Futsal Ferns competed on
the international stage,
winning the Gold Coast
International Challenge and
visiting China for the CFA
Women’s International Futsal
Tournament, making history
by becoming the first New
Zealand national futsal team to
win a full international match
outside of Oceania

privileged to be given the role of
Futsal Development Manager
on an interim basis in September
and have an opportunity to
continue the great work that had
already been done across the
calendar year.
I would like to acknowledge
the tragic passing of one of
our Futsal White players, Atta
Elayyan, in the Christchurch
mosque shootings. Atta will be
truly missed across the futsal
community and his memory will
be with us forever.
Finally, I would like to thank all
the federation staff, players,
referees, coaches, administrators
and officials for their dedication
in the futsal space across 2019.
We are looking forward to making
even more ground in 2020.
TODD BRYANT
NZ Football Interim Futsal
Development Manager

In summary, futsal is in a healthy
place across the country and
continues to be an innovative
game that has solidified itself
within contemporary sport. I was

25,000

PARTICIPANTS IN
COMMUNITY PROGRAMMES
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FIT4FOOTBALL
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Led across the country by
our player welfare team,
Fit4Football provides a holistic
programme, supporting best
practice research, principles
and philosophies in enhancing
performance, injury prevention
and wellbeing. An ongoing
development of the programme’s
key principles continued in 2019
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57,000

PLAYERS
REACHED WITH
THE FIT4FOOTBALL
PROGRAMME,
PRINCIPLES AND
PRACTICES

with an emphasis applied to ACL
(anterior cruciate ligament) injury
prevention and education, player
loading and the female athlete.
The player welfare team bring a
wealth of knowledge, expertise
and experience across all tiers
of the sporting spectrum to
provide an athlete-centred
programme that is holistic in
nature, community focused
and specific to football in New
Zealand. The Fit4Football
programme is developed and
delivered throughout our
football communities around
nine key principles: player

OVER

The first year of a new threeyear investment from ACC took
place in 2019 as New Zealand
Football and ACC built upon
their partnership to reduce the
incidence and severity of all
injuries in football throughout
the country. The New Zealand
Football player welfare and
prevention programme,
Fit4Football, had a strong year
building upon the launch of a
new-look programme in 2018.

profiling; physical conditioning;
injuries and concussion;
target population groups; skill,
technique and fundamental
movement patterns; mental
wellbeing and psychology; the
athlete environment; nutrition;
and player wear and gear.
A successful year of engagement
within our football communities
provided further education
aligned to the components of
the player welfare programme –
nutrition, physical conditioning
and the athlete environment
(including player loading and the
female athlete) – while the core
delivery of the 11+, 11+ Referees
and 11+ Kids programmes was
still maintained, increasing the
understanding and application
of these programmes within
football in New Zealand. The

Fit4Football programme has
provided an avenue for informal
learning for coaches, players,
parents, schools, clubs and our
football communities to develop
knowledge and gain greater
understanding, resulting in a
reduced number of severe and
debilitating football injuries and
a reduction in ACL injuries across
New Zealand.
A significant amount of data
collection was undertaken
through our PhD student in the
development and validation
of a futsal and social football
warm-up programme as we aim
to provide additional, highlyresearched injury prevention
mechanisms in the future.

We aim to deliver a programme
for all: players, coaches, parents,
officials, clubs, schools and
anyone involved in football,
from junior to senior, social to
competitive and anywhere in
between, with a key focus on
enhancing performance and
injury prevention.
Fit4Football’s key milestones
achieved in 2019:
• Over 5,000 coaches attended
Fit4Football workshops to
enhance their knowledge,
understanding and application
of the player welfare
programme components

• Developed and delivered
another exceptional ‘Sports
Performance and Prevention
Conference – The Everyday
Athlete’ with over 270
delegates across all key
sporting codes in New Zealand
• Produced a 3.1 per cent
reduction from 2018 figures
in new ACL injury claims in
football
MEGAN CROCKETT
NZ Football National Player
Welfare Manager

• Over 57,000 players reached
with the Fit4Football
programme, principles and
practices

5,000

COACHES
ATTENDED
FIT4FOOTBALL
WORKSHOPS
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FEDERATION OVERVIEW

In 2019, the Auckland and Northern Football
Federations continued to explore the operational
alignment which had started in August 2018 when
the federations established a joint approach to the
delivery of competitions and referee development.
In May 2019, a survey of member clubs found that
66 per cent of respondents were either supportive
or very supportive of the federations further
exploring areas where the two organisations could
work more closely together. A cross-Board Working
Group was established and in August 2019 a
Proposal, including a Joint Operating Model, was
presented to staff and stakeholders for consultation.
With strong support for the concept from member
clubs, the New Zealand Football Executive
Committee and grant funding organisations, amongst
others, the AFF and NFF Boards met together on 23
September 2019 and supported the implementation
of a Joint Operating Model for 2020. The Boards
jointly resolved to:

1. Set up a Joint Committee to establish and oversee
an Unincorporated Joint Venture (UJV)
2. Delegate the appropriate Board Powers to the
Joint Committee
3. Establish a Joint Operating Model based on the
Proposal/Organisation Structure
4. Adopt four Priority Areas for 2020:
I. Enhance competitions delivery
II. Enhance stakeholder relationships
III. Develop team culture and values
IV. Scope commercial opportunities
With support from New Zealand Football and legal
input, on 15 November 2019, AFF and NFF signed
an agreement “to establish an Unincorporated Joint
Venture for the purpose of delivering their objectives
and specifically in respect of Joint Cooperation
Areas, to assist them in the delivery of football to
Greater Auckland, Northland and the Far North”.
Under the trading name Northern Region Football
(NRF), the process of aligning staff, budgets,
resources, systems and processes commenced in
early December 2019 and was completed by the end
of January 2020. A Steering Group was established
to support the CEOs and in 2020 all board meetings
will be held jointly by the two federations.
Both AFF and NFF would like to acknowledge
the open dialogue and support of New Zealand
Football throughout the process of developing and
establishing the Unincorporated Joint Venture. With
the support of 94 per cent of our member clubs we
look forward to further developing the current Joint
Venture and exploring a merger option in 2020.

WaiBOP Football completed a solid year in 2019,
controlling costs while bedding in an almost
completely new development team. Based in both the
Waikato and Bay of Plenty, two thirds of the team at
year-end had arrived during 2019.
With the support of McDonald’s Rotorua and other
funders, WaiBOP was able to offer a goalkeeping
specialist as part of the development team. This
allowed WaiBOP to better service this often undersupported part of the game, both in terms of coach
education and player development.
The performance highlight of 2019 came near the
end of the year when the newly-named Waikato
Rapids won the Men’s Futsal SuperLeague. As the
only federation running two Futsal SuperLeague
teams (the Bay of Plenty Surge also compete) this was
a great effort and massive credit to the players and
coaching staff.
On the football field, Melville United made the final
of the ISPS Handa Chatham Cup. Unfortunately,
they came up just short. Papamoa FC won the club’s
first Soccer Shop WaiBOP Premiership title, while
Claudelands Rovers came out on top of The Soccer
Shop WaiBOP W-League. Otorohanga FC won The
Soccer Shop WaiBOP Championship and with it
promotion to the Premiership. Tauranga City won the
Napier U-19 Youth Tournament at the annual Labour
Weekend tournament.
WaiBOP staff provided support at the 2019 AIMS
Games, the annual national event for intermediate
school sports teams. The 2019 event, the largest
ever, involved 90 boys and girls football teams and 73
futsal teams from across the country.

It was a year of consolidation for Central Football
with several projects undertaken to ensure the
ongoing sustainability of the organisation. Under the
guidance of new CEO Darren Mason, appointed late
in 2018, and Chair Jamie Hall, also elected to this role
in 2018, the organisation undertook a full restructure
of its development team and philosophy to ensure
alignment to our 2018-2020 Strategic Plan.
These changes included a move toward a stronger
community focus, seeing increased engagement
with more of the organisation’s stakeholders and
greater accessibility to the knowledge and practical
skills the development staff can offer. There was a
change in the management of the development team
with Leon Birnie being appointed to the Community
Development Manager position. These changes saw
the departure from the organisation of Brett Angell
and Central Football thank him for his 10 years
of service and wish him well for his future. There
was also investment in a stronger communications
programme – including more consistent, higher
quality and quantity content in the social media space
– and increasing the level of IT capability of the staff.
On the grass, Central Football were proud to
continue to expand the roll out of the girls-only
First Kicks hubs, which resulted in further increases
in numbers and a greater engagement from these
young players. Men’s Masters Leagues were run in
both Hawke’s Bay and Manawatu with great success
and the community game continues to be well
supported within each of our five regions across the
federation.
Both Coach Development and Referee
Development continued to be an important part of
the business with Referee Manager Antony Riley
continuing to work on recruitment of referees whilst
ensuring our existing officials are retained, as well
as providing the coaching and development they
require to perform at their relevant levels. Central
Football were also delighted to have Antony Riley
chosen to officiate in the middle in the 2019 ISPS
Handa Chatham Cup final and were equally proud
to have one of our federation’s clubs, Napier City
Rovers, crowned as winners in a thrilling final.
In closing, 2019 was another successful year
for Central Football as it continued to maximise
outcomes for the game and set in place the pathway
for further success in 2020.
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FEDERATION OVERVIEW cont...

It was another engaging year for Capital Football,
with developments on and off the field allowing us to
increase our community reach and involvement.
Lisa Jones, Blair Duncan, Jake Piper and Jamie Cross
continued to produce quality competitions across the
year with approximately 740 teams and over 10,000
games played in the junior space alone. Sadly, we said
goodbye to Lisa and Jake throughout the year as they
moved on, but they left behind a well-oiled machine
for Blair to take over.
Steeve Sharpe and his team of Federation
Development Officers again produced great
work in conjunction with our clubs. This included
implementing Talent Development Programmes
(TDP), with five clubs already taking significant
steps to running these. Offering development
opportunities through quality training and playing
environments on and off the pitch is crucial to the
success of developing better players and we are
thankful to these clubs for investing in this area.
In the girls and women’s area, a continued focus for
Capital Football, the implementation of the Talent
Acceleration Programme has been the driving force
behind the female talent space. The programme
provided the region’s talented female players with a
holistic high-performance training environment and
will continue to be developed in 2020.

Futsal at Capital Football continues to be an evolving
sector. Considered to be modern and innovative, with
healthy numbers across all areas including continued
growth in the girls and women’s game, we will
continue to look at ways to expand and investigate
ways to reach new audiences.
We welcomed back to the referee department a
familiar face in Jamie Cross. His dedication to the
referee community ensured that football in the
capital was officiated to the highest standard, while
18 new referees were also added to the ranks.
Off the field, Helen Mallon became the first woman
in 129 years to become the Chair of Capital Football.
She has been ably leading from the front since her
appointment and we all look forward to the collective
direction she helps guide us in.
In conjunction with New Zealand Football, Capital
Football also led a youth football review, which was
based on feedback from the community and targeted
interviews. This was a fantastic body of work and will
provide the backbone for structural changes and the
direction of youth football going forward.
Capital Football would like to acknowledge and thank
our dedicated members and stakeholders who go
above and beyond with continued support of the
federation and its drive to grow the game. We look
forward to the 2020 season and the opportunities it
brings to continue this work.

It has been another year of continued development
within the federation. With an area covering from
Ashburton through to Marlborough and Nelson, we
have around 14,000 winter players and 4,500 futsal
players. Our numbers are slightly up on the prior year.

Football South have celebrated another successful
year, both on and off the pitch. With our highestever participation of over 22,000 players, we
continue to see growth in all aspects of football and
futsal, including referees, coaches and volunteers.

In 2019, we entered our second year of Club
Licencing. With a significant amount of hard work,
we had a number of clubs achieve a regional league
or regional youth league licence. This club licencing
system has been embraced by the federation and
clubs as part of New Zealand Football’s drive to help
develop and grow strong clubs in the community. This
has seen a real shift in delivery patterns for the game.
Our clubs are now heavily engaged in delivering a
number of products to more players.

Our $4 million two-field artificial turf was completed
in July and formally opened by FIFA in October.
We’ve received positive feedback from clubs
throughout the region, including our national league
teams and the facility is fast becoming a key hub for
football in our federation.

The federation has continued to develop a quality
network of coach educators within our clubs, which
has seen clubs investing in growing coach capability
– which we recognise as key to developing the game.
Our referee team has continued its good work around
our various competitions while also having some very
good outcomes working with the NCEA programme.
The organisation went through a major restructure
in 2019 that has seen Canterbury United being
embedded in the Mainland Football business
model. This has brought further alignment for the
game in the federation and also developed some
efficiencies in operations.
On the field at community level, we deliver games for
over 900 teams per week. In national competitions,
the Canterbury United Pride won the National
Women’s League title for the fifth time in seven years.

We continue to offer free community coach and
referee education and this has clearly paid off as their
retrospective numbers have almost doubled over the
past 12 months.
Our player pathway had another successful season
with all four Southern United teams completing
successful and competitive seasons, including
the women’s team securing their best finish in the
National Women’s League.
One aspect of our key strategy areas we have
continued to develop is the girls and women’s space
which has seen the introduction of a Girls-Only
Twilight League and Soccer Sisters programmes,
allowing over 200 girls of all abilities to take part
in football.
Our plans for 2020 are to continue the development
of capability and quality experiences federationwide, and to introduce some new opportunities for
participating in our game.

As a federation, we are committed to ensuring that
players of all ages and stages are provided with
quality experiences that turn them into football
lovers for life.
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COMPETITIONS REPORT
It was another busy year for
the Competitions Department,
in which we continued the
successful delivery of all our
national competitions – five
national leagues, two national
cup competitions and four
community tournaments.
A considerable effort was
undertaken to deliver these
national competitions across the
country and throughout the year
to an extremely high standard,
and I wish to take the time here
to acknowledge the considerable
efforts of the Competitions
Department, as well as the hard
work of the federations and clubs.
Congratulations to Eastern
Suburbs, who won both the
ISPS Handa Premiership and
NZ Football Foundation Kate
Sheppard Cup, while Canterbury
United Pride likewise claimed
double success in winning the
National Women’s League and
Women’s Futsal SuperLeague. It
was also a memorable year for
Napier City Rovers, Auckland
City and Waikato Rapids, who
won the ISPS Handa Chatham
Cup, National Youth League

and Men’s Futsal SuperLeague
respectively.

structure and regulations across
all our regional leagues.

Unfortunately, the 2018/19 season
was not without incident and
unfathomably was rocked by the
events of 15 March in Christchurch.
These tragic events resulted in the
cancellation of the final match of
the ISPS Handa Premiership season
between Tasman United and
Canterbury United.

This hugely-important work
has highlighted that our men’s
national league – currently known
as the ISPS Handa Premiership
– is our premium showpiece for
male football in this country,
in lieu of limited international
football activity on our shores.

This incident not only stole the
innocence of the nation, its
effects were felt in the footballing
community too, with the loss of
three football and futsal players,
who were sadly taken from us and
their families far too soon: Futsal
Whites goalkeeper Atta Elayyan,
Tariq Omar and Sayyad Milne.
The year also brought the
long-awaited conclusion of the
national league review, a huge
piece of work undertaken by
New Zealand Football which
sought to open up the men’s
national league to promotion and
relegation, raise the standards of
all aspects of the game on and off
the pitch and, within the financial
constraints, provide a structure
for an extended season, while
also realigning the game both in

Behind the scenes, there has also
been a huge amount of work going
on in relation to the ‘As One’ joint
bid that New Zealand Football
and Football Federation Australia
have submitted to host the FIFA
Women’s World Cup in 2023.
In the small-sided game, New
Zealand Football rebranded
its futsal competitions in
2019 with the Men’s Futsal
SuperLeague and Women’s
Futsal SuperLeague both taking
place for the first time under the
new SuperLeague banner. Each
futsal competition underwent
the same rebranding process
and with the fresh titles also
came new logos and a marketing
campaign which reflected
the entertaining, fast-paced
nature of the small-sided sport.
Futsal across all the national

and community competitions
continues to engage and 2019
was the best yet with crowds
continuing to grow all over the
country and thousands more
tuning in to watch live streaming
of the action.
In the female game, New Zealand
Football hosted another groundbreaking initiative in regards to
the National Women’s League,
running a player think-tank
session that sought feedback on
the extended league and women’s
football in general. For the first
time ever, the future of the
National Women’s League was in
part being shaped by the players.
A selection of representatives
from all National Women’s
League teams were invited
to attend with the purpose of
providing players with a platform
to discuss, debate and exchange
ideas on the standout issues
related to both the competition
and the wider women’s game.
The focus was on three key areas:
reflections on the 2018 National
Women’s League, the future of
the competition and any other
topical issues impacting the
female game in this country.

The dialogue with the players
was invaluable and the level of
professionalism from those in
attendance was fantastic. The
feedback we received on some
complex issues was extremely
valuable and emphasised the
importance of hosting these
types of events periodically to
ensure the players have a voice.
New Zealand Football also
conducted a series of meetings
and discussions with key
stakeholders of the ISPS Handa
Premiership – including national
league clubs, federations, players
and aspiring clubs participating
in regional leagues – to advance
the planning towards and
achievement of the priorities set
out in the ‘National Competitions
Review – The Way Forward’,
which was published in 2017.
The contribution of the players,
clubs and other stakeholders
in this process also proved
to be extremely valuable in
helping shape and complete
the production of ‘The National
League Moving Forward:
2020/21 and Beyond’.
The ISPS Handa Premiership
continues to increase its profile

and visibility with one feature
match screened live each weekend
by Sky Sport and the return of
a weekly highlights show. The
finals of all four national football
competitions – ISPS Handa
Premiership, National Women’s
League, ISPS Handa Chatham Cup
and NZ Football Foundation Kate
Sheppard Cup – were also again
shown live on Sky Sport, beaming
domestic action into the living
rooms of thousands of homes
across the country. To supplement
that coverage, many clubs are now
also looking to live stream their
own content in both the men’s and
women’s competitions.
The National Youth League
discontinued following the
2019 season. This was in order
to consolidate investment and
resourcing into the ISPS Handa
Premiership and to enable
the outcomes of the National
Competitions Review as
outlined in the ‘Moving Forward’
document. The current National
Youth League was founded
in 2007 and was the elite
competition for the best young
players in the country.
New Zealand Football is looking
forward to continuing to grow
and develop all competitions
– male and female, football
and futsal – to meet the
changing needs and wants
of its stakeholders, as well as
entertaining those passionate
about football in New Zealand.
KEVIN FORDE
NZ Football Competitions 		
and Events Director
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For the first time in six seasons, the final of the ISPS Handa Premiership did not feature Auckland City, who
claimed the minor premiership but were upset in the semi-finals by Team Wellington.
The other semi-finalists, Eastern Suburbs and Canterbury United, formed part of a clear top four with nearest
challengers Southern United finishing nine points off the pace.
It turned into a ground-breaking season for Eastern Suburbs, whose record in the regular season was bettered
only by Auckland City. Suburbs were coached by Danny Hay – who would go on to be named All Whites coach
– and he led them to a first national league title since 1971.
The star of Hay’s young side was Callum McCowatt, who won the league’s golden boot award and also picked
up the Steve Sumner Trophy as player of the final after scoring twice as Suburbs swept aside Team Wellington.
23-24 MARCH – SEMI-FINALS

ABOVE LEFT
Callum McCowatt is all smiles after scoring
for Eastern Suburbs in the ISPS Handa
Premiership final

ABOVE RIGHT
Callum McCowatt holds aloft the Steve
Sumner Trophy after being named player of
the final for the second successive year

BELOW
Eastern Suburbs celebrate winning the
ISPS Handa Premiership

Auckland City 1 Angel Berlanga						
Team Wellington 3 Angus Kilkolly pen, Jack-Henry Sinclair, Joel Stevens
31 MARCH – GRAND FINAL

Eastern Suburbs 3 Own goal, Callum McCowatt 2
Team Wellington 0
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Team Wellington
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Southern United
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Hamilton Wanderers
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Hawke’s Bay United
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Tasman United
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Waitakere United
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4

1
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29
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−17

13

Wellington Phoenix Reserves 18

3

2

13

22

46

−24

11

Golden Boot
League MVP
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Eastern Suburbs 1 Andre de Jong
Canterbury United Dragons 0

Callum McCowatt Eastern Suburbs
Maxime Oliveri Hawke’s Bay United
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It was a disappointing campaign for New Zealand’s representatives in Oceania’s premier competition with Team
Wellington and Auckland City both falling at the semi-final stage.
Each had sailed through the group stages with perfect records but lost form at the sharp end of the tournament,
resulting in the first final not to feature sides from New Zealand since 2005.
28 APRIL – SEMI-FINALS

Hienghène Sport 2
Team Wellington 0
AS Magenta 2
Auckland City 1 Michael Lea’alafa

11 MAY – FINAL

Magenta 0
Hienghène Sport 1

ABOVE
The Canterbury United Pride players are ecstatic
after winning a penalty shoot-out over Northern
Lights in the National Women’s League final
LEFT
Canterbury United Pride goalkeeper Una Foyle
after making a match-winning save in the penalty
shoot-out
BELOW
Canterbury United Pride celebrate winning the
National Women’s League

The National Women’s League continued to flourish after being extended to two full home-and-away rounds in
the previous year.
The second season of extension again allowed the qualities of each team to shine through fully and it was
Canterbury United Pride who underlined their dominance once more.
They were pushed hard by the Northern Lights though, who were the only team to go through the regular season
unbeaten but were pipped to the minor premiership by the Pride.
Canterbury again got the better of their rivals in a tense final but only just, penalties being needed to finally
separate the sides and earn back-to-back titles for the Pride in their seventh consecutive final appearance.
15 DECEMBER – GRAND FINAL

Canterbury United Pride 1 Nicola Dominikovich
Northern Lights 1 Kelli Brown 				
a.e.t
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Auckland Football
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Southern United
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Capital Football
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Central Football
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1

Golden Boot
League MVP
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Canterbury United won 4-2 on penalties

Emma Rolston Capital
Stephanie Skilton Auckland
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A new name was etched onto the NZ Football Foundation Kate Sheppard Cup as Eastern Suburbs claimed their
maiden title.

ABOVE LEFT
Tayla O’Brien celebrates scoring for
Eastern Suburbs in the NZ Football
Foundation Kate Sheppard Cup final

Suburbs had made the final twice before, in 2005 and 2017, and it was a case of third time lucky as they earned a
rare league-and-cup double.

ABOVE RIGHT
Erinna Wong, left, and Tayla O’Brien
with Maia Jackman and the trophy
named in her honour

Tayla O’Brien and Hannah Pilley did the damage by scoring two goals apiece in the first half of the final against
Christchurch’s Coastal Spirit, who couldn’t find a way back into the game.
It was part of a memorable year for Auckland-based Suburbs, who also won the ISPS Handa Premiership.

RIGHT
Eastern Suburbs celebrate winning
the NZ Football Foundation Kate
Sheppard Cup

8 SEPTEMBER – FINAL

Coastal Spirit 0
Eastern Suburbs 4 Tayla O’Brien 2, Hannah Pilley 2

Maia Jackman Trophy (Final MVP)

Tayla O’Brien and Erinna Wong Eastern Suburbs

LEFT
Sho Goto, left, and his Napier City Rovers
team mates after scoring the winner in
the ISPS Handa Chatham Cup final
BELOW LEFT
Melville United’s Federico Marquez,
right, fires the opening goal past Napier
City Rovers goalkeeper Josh Hill
BELOW RIGHT
Napier City Rovers celebrate winning the
ISPS Handa Chatham Cup

A competition known for drama and excitement again delivered with a thrilling final providing a fitting end to weeks
of tense knockout football.
Napier City Rovers were chasing their first ISPS Handa Chatham Cup success since 2002 but did so the hard way,
staging a remarkable comeback to beat 10-man Melville United.
Melville held the lead for much of the match after a brilliant individual goal from Federico Marquez early on but the
game turned when Mark Jones was dismissed just past the hour.
Four goals were then scored in a frantic final 10 minutes, Napier eventually triumphing 3-2 with a late winner from
Sho Goto to claim their fifth title.
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8 SEPTEMBER – FINAL

Melville United 2 Federico Marquez, Aaron Scott
Napier City Rovers 3 Jonny McNamara, Liam Schofield, Sho Goto

Jack Batty Trophy (Final MVP)

Sho Goto Napier City Rovers
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The honour of winning the final National Youth League went to Auckland City after the Junior Navy Blues
secured their third consecutive title in thrilling fashion. Going into the last weekend of action, Auckland were
tied on points with Hamilton Wanderers and Waitakere United – who were set to come up against each other
– while Team Wellington also still had a mathematical chance of lifting the trophy. But Auckland were in charge
of their own destiny due to their outstanding goal difference and did not let that opportunity slip, although it
required a winning goal deep into stoppage time against Canterbury United to finally claim the title.

ABOVE
National Youth League
champions Auckland City
LEFT
The Waikato Rapids players
congratulate each other after
finding the net in the Men’s
Futsal SuperLeague
BELOW
Waikato Rapids celebrate
winning the Men’s Futsal
SuperLeague
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9
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7

It was a ground-breaking year in many ways for the country’s leading male futsal competition with a rebranding
having taken place and a new name on the trophy. The first competition to be held under the fresh moniker of the
Men’s Futsal SuperLeague was fiercely fought, with six sides still in the running on the final weekend. That was
narrowed down to four semi-finalists – Waikato Rapids, Northern Comets, Southern United and Capital – before
the Rapids claimed their maiden title in a seven-goal thriller against Southern.
24 NOV – FINAL
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Waikato Rapids 4 Federico Marquez 2, Shaun Morgan, Kyle Wisnewski
Southern United 3 Reid Hulleman, Thomas Petersen, Arnon Tapp
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Bay of Plenty Surge
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4

Golden Gloves Patrick Steele Waikato Rapids
Golden Boot
Adam Cowan Central
League MVP
Ethan Martin  Waikato Rapids
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LEFT
Canterbury United Pride
players form a huddle
during the Women’s Futsal
SuperLeague
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BELOW
Canterbury United Pride
celebrate winning the Women’s
Futsal SuperLeague
BOTTOM LEFT
University of Auckland
celebrate winning the men’s
Tertiary Futsal Championships
BOTTOM RIGHT
Victoria University of
Wellington celebrate winning
the women’s Tertiary Futsal
Championships

The Canterbury United Pride pulled off a clean sweep in the rebranded Women’s Futsal SuperLeague, picking up
both the title and all three individual honours on offer.
The Pride went through the competition with a perfect record of six wins from their six matches, including a 3-1
triumph over hosts Capital in the final.
Third-placed Northern Lights missed out on a place in the final by three points while Central were just a point
further back.
But the real surprise was the form of defending champions Auckland, who went in as favourites but finished ahead
of only WaiBOP after failing to win a match.
17 FEB – FINAL

Canterbury United Pride 3 Macey Fraser 2, Serena Patel
Capital 1 Katie Barrott
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Golden Gloves Hannah Hegarty Canterbury United Pride
Golden Boot
Macey Fraser Canterbury United Pride
League MVP
Serena Patel Canterbury United Pride

Victoria University of Wellington and The University of Auckland claimed the honours after an action-packed
four days in Tauranga.
Victoria University did things the hard way to secure the women’s title, finishing third in pool play after earning
two wins and a draw from their four matches before peaking at the right time in the knockout stages.
University of Auckland followed a similar route to glory in the men’s competition, joining the female champions in
finishing third in the group stages before likewise going on to produce the goods when it mattered most.
MEN’S
Champions
Runners-up

University of Auckland
University of Waikato

Golden Gloves Patrick Steele University of Waikato
Golden Boot
Joseph Freeman Massey University
MVP
Thomas Picken University of Auckland
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WOMEN’S
Champions
Runners-up

Victoria University of Wellington
Massey University

Golden Gloves Megan Willis Massey University
Golden Boot
Francesca Grange Victoria Uni. of Wellington
MVP
Francesca Grange Victoria Uni. of Wellington
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TOP LEFT
Boys U-14 National
Youth Futsal Championships
winners Capital

TOP RIGHT
Boys U-16 National
Youth Futsal Championships
winners Capital

ABOVE LEFT
Boys U-19 National
Youth Futsal Championships
winners Capital

ABOVE RIGHT
Girls U-14 National
Youth Futsal Championships
winners Waikato

BELOW LEFT
Girls U-16 National
Youth Futsal Championships
winners Central

BELOW RIGHT
Girls U-19 National
Youth Futsal Championships
winners Canterbury United Pride

BOTTOM LEFT
Junior Boys NZSS Futsal
Championships winners
St Patricks College

BOTTOM RIGHT
Senior Boys NZSS Futsal
Championhips winners
St Thomas of Canterbury College

OVERLEAF LEFT
Junior Girls NZSS Futsal
Championships winners St
Kentigern College

OVERLEAF RIGHT
Senior Girls NZSS Futsal
Championships winners
Rangiora High School
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Boys U-14s:

Champions Capital

Runners-up Waikato

Boys U-16s:

Champions Capital

Runners-up Waikato

Boys U-19s:

Champions Capital

Runners-up Waikato

Girls U-14s:

Champions Waikato

Runners-up Auckland

Girls U-16s:

Champions Central

Runners-up Auckland

Girls U-19s:

Champions Canterbury United Pride

Runners-up Capital

Junior Boys:

Champions St Patricks College, Wgtn

Runners-up St Thomas of Canterbury College

Senior Boys:

Champions St Thomas of Canterbury College Runners-up Scots College

Junior Girls:

Champions Saint Kentigern College

Senior Girls:

Champions Rangiora High School

  Runners-up Wellington East Girls College
Runners-up Hillcrest High School
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A number of new commercial
partners joined New Zealand
Football in 2019 while other
organisations extended their long
associations with the game.
Of the newcomers, House of
Travel became our provider
of choice for all New Zealand
Football travel needs while
Thompson’s signed up as health
partner of the Small Whites
brand. Apex Car Rentals likewise
came on board at a similar time
as our official rental car provider.
In joining New Zealand Football’s
ever-growing suite of commercial
partners, all three also became
partners of the Small Whites
junior football programme.
Teak Construction meanwhile
joined the New Zealand
Football family by getting
behind the country’s flagship
men’s competition, the ISPS
Handa Premiership, for the
2019/20 season.
Finally, Spark Sport joined as an
official streaming partner, also
becoming a Small Whites partner
in the process.
But 2019 was not only notable
for new partners coming on
board, long-term partners Nike
and Sky Sport also extended
their respective relationships
with New Zealand Football.
New Zealand Football has had
a proud association with both
partners over a number of years
and their contribution is critical.
World-leading football brand
Nike helps to ensure our national
teams can perform at their best
on the global stage by providing
stylish, state-of-the-art apparel
while Sky Sport has a key role to
play in increasing the visibility and
profile of our sport.
Sky Sport has now been
supporting and promoting New
Zealand Football for over 25 years
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and its outstanding coverage
allows many Kiwi football fans
to watch some of the exciting
action from the country’s leading
domestic competitions. One
live match is screened each
weekend during the ISPS Handa
Premiership season, as well as a
weekly highlights package and
further magazine-style content on
the Sky Sport NZ Football Show.
The finals of the ISPS Handa
Premiership, National Women’s
League, ISPS Handa Chatham Cup
and NZ Football Foundation Kate
Sheppard Cup were also all shown
live on Sky Sport in 2019, allowing
thousands of New Zealanders
to follow all the drama from the
comfort of their own homes.
Another long-time partner also
continued its association with the
beautiful game as McDonald’s NZ
celebrated its 20th year as a New
Zealand Football partner. The
contribution of McDonald’s over
the years has been invaluable, in
particular its commitment to our
joint goal of helping more young
New Zealanders fall in love with
football and getting the most out
of their experience in the sport.
To this end, the support of
McDonald’s provides significant
quantities of football equipment
and resources to junior football,
meaning around 50,000 Kiwi
kids can enjoy their football
every winter.

well with New Zealand Football’s
values and strategies.
The continued support of
another charitable partner in
5+ A Day is also a great fit. The
5+ A Day Charitable Trust is
committed to promoting healthy
lifestyle messages and continues
to assist New Zealand Football
in making a positive difference in
this area by providing resources
to the Football & Futsal in
Schools programme.
Sport NZ meanwhile commits
$3.4m over four years to New
Zealand Football’s marketleading Whole of Football Plan.
New Zealand Football has also
renewed its partnership with
ACC to support the Fit4Football
player welfare and injury
prevention programme with
significant investment for another
three years from 2019.
New Zealand Football would
also like to thank our other
commercial partners SsangYong,
GO Media, Demasol, Milo,
TAB and Rembrandt. We are
also grateful for the continued
support from our community
funders, including Trillian
Trust, Lion Foundation, NZCT,
Youthtown, Southern Trust and
Infinity Foundation.
JAMES WEAR
NZ Football General Manager of
Brand and Partnerships

At senior level, ISPS Handa has
continued its valuable support
of both the ISPS Handa Chatham
Cup and ISPS Handa Premiership
– the two premier men’s football
competitions in New Zealand. The
contribution of ISPS Handa – the
International Sports Promotion
Society – allows these two
competitions to flourish while its
commitment to using sport as a
tool for social development ties in
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New Zealand Football gratefully acknowledges the support of the following organisations in 2019:
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NEW ZEALAND FOOTBALL FOUNDATION
The New Zealand Football
Foundation (NZFF) had a positive
year in 2019, as well as undergoing
a number of changes.
Financially, for the year ended 31
December 2019, the Foundation
achieved income of $348,806,
which included donations of
$176,500, investment earnings
of $165,169 and Nike income
of $7,137. Sir Eion Edgar, our
Honorary Patron, and former
NZFF Chair Mark Stewart
continued to lead the way with
their respective contributions of
$50,000 and $100,000 per annum.
Additionally, we are very grateful
for the significant support we

receive from Steve and Christine
Horne, Deryck Shaw, Mike Norris,
Bill Moran and Frank van Hattum.
Expenses and grants for the 2019
year totalled $154,819. While
$23,380 was paid out in grants
during the year, a further $43,000
was approved with payment
deferred into the 2020 year.
Our investment portfolio recorded
a capital gain of $588,502 which
sees the NZFF record a net surplus
of $782,490, taking overall trust
funds to $5.2m (up from $4.5m).

Mid-2019 brought a change in
management leadership, with Noel
Barkley resigning and handing
over to former Football Fern Dr
Michele Cox. At the same time, the
foundation took the opportunity to
canvas stakeholders and review its
strategy and approach towards its
goal of becoming a $10 million trust
by 2030. As a result, NZFF has an
updated vision to “help create a
better New Zealand through and
for football” with the following
strategic pillars:

• Engaging youth in a game for
life
• Empowering women and girls
through football
• Social impact through football
• Innovation in football
Underpinning these pillars is the
prioritisation of broad reach and
alleviation of hardship.

A revised grants process has been
developed based on these changes
and we look forward to launching
this in 2020.
In 2019, NZFF continued its
support of the Kate Sheppard Cup.
Additional support included:
- Together with the New
Zealand Professional
Footballers’ Association
(NZPFA), continued support
for the Future Ferns Domestic
Programme (FFDP), which
has assisted both our bronze
medal-winning U-17s and
Football Ferns financially

- Tagged support for Mainland
Football (via Mark Stewart’s
donation)
- Funding a bus programme
which enabled youth from
low decile areas to attend
Wellington Phoenix FC
matches
- Update and revamp of www.
footballfoundation.org.nz
I would like to acknowledge Dr
Michele Cox for stepping into the
CEO’s role with gusto, her insights
and experience are an asset to
our team and we thank her for
her hard work this year. I would
also like to thank fellow Trustees
Carolyn Steele, Frank van Hattum,
Bill Moran, Jon Ormond, Mike
Norris, Garth Gallaway and
Rakesh Naidoo who all give their
time, energy and support without
hesitation to the Foundation and
wider football family.
Finally, thank you to all of our
supporters and donors who have
helped to make a difference to
the lives of many – we know you
have many causes that you could
support and we are grateful for
your contributions to the New
Zealand Football Foundation.
JODI TONG
NZ Football Foundation Chair
www.footballfoundation.org.nz
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FINANCE AND BUSINESS SERVICES REPORT
SUMMARY

New Zealand Football’s 2019 financial highlights:
• Trading loss of $0.8m
• New Zealand Football’s reserves of $6.1m
• Increase of 2019 FIFA Women’s World Cup prize
money
• Continued strong partnerships with FIFA, TAB and
the NZ Government
In 2019, New Zealand Football’s financial performance
once again followed the cyclical nature of the global
football industry and the correlation to the four-year
FIFA World Cup cycle prize money.
The 2019 reported operating loss of $764k compares
with the unadjusted 2018 reported operating loss of
$765k. However, in 2018 the operating loss was reduced
by $700k to $65k through the draw-down of New
Zealand Football’s International Teams Reserve which
is held to assist with the future costs of assembling our
teams to compete in competitions off-shore. Given the
2019 trading loss of $765k is an improvement on the
2019 budgeted loss of $942k, a decision was made to not
utilise any of the International Teams Reserve in 2019 to
ensure reserves are retained for future years.

LOOKING FORWARD
New Zealand Football’s revenue for 2019 was $13.6m,
an increase of $0.6m from 2018. New Zealand Football’s
expenditure increased by $0.6m year-on-year due to
increased international activity which tracked the cyclical
nature of the men’s and women’s FIFA World Cup cycles.
During the year, New Zealand Football had activity across
nine national teams. New Zealand competed at three FIFA
World Cups and three Oceania championships, as well as
a number of other international games and tournaments.
New Zealand Football continued to utilise FIFA Forward
funding through the FIFA Forward 2.0 programme and
meet the requirements set out by FIFA.
High Performance Sport NZ (HPSNZ) continued to
support the high performance programme through their
support of the Football Ferns in their extensive build-up
to the 2019 FIFA Women’s World Cup.
The delivery of the Whole of Football Plan continued
through our seven federations to the junior and youth
levels of the game and through our various competitions.
We are again grateful to Sport NZ, our family of sponsors
and the trust funders who have continued to support
this delivery.

New Zealand Football continues to have a sound
financial base from which to plan for the future and
is budgeting a deficit of $1.156m after the budgeted
transfer of $200k from the International Teams
Reserves in 2020. Overall Reserves is budgeted to be
$4.2m by the end of 2022 which is in line with New
Zealand Football’s Reserves Policy. Predominantly, the
budgeted spend remains in the area of the Football
Department which is consistent with our new 20202026 Strategic Plan.
The international team activity and associated spend
will continue, although the timing will be significantly
affected by the COVID-19 global pandemic which
in the first half of 2020 has had a major impact on all
sporting codes. New Zealand Football had planned
activity with the Football Ferns as they prepare for
their Tokyo Olympics campaign, the All Whites’ OFC
Nations Cup and commencement of the FIFA World
Cup qualification pathway, the U-23 men’s Olympics
campaign, our women’s age-group teams competing at
their respective FIFA World Cups and our men’s age-

$830

$200
$801 $506

$1,650

REVENUE 2019 v 2018 ($000)

2019
Revenue

Community Football investment continues into the
Youth Framework, aligning pathways, schools football
and futsal, as well as ensuring the continued delivery of
the Junior Framework and our various competitions.
During 2019, the strategic plan for football was revised
and the 2020-2026 Strategic Plan was launched. The
plan identifies four key priorities:
• Enriching lives through football
• Strengthening capability and leadership across football
• Inspiring performances on the international stage
• A high-performing organisation

BUDGETED REVENUE FOR 2020 ($000)
$6,446

$2,910

2018
Revenue

group teams beginning their qualification campaigns.
However, all international activity has had significant
disruptions due to the COVID-19 global pandemic and
is being continuously revised as all sporting codes work
through safe return to play to protect the health and
wellbeing of all our players, match officials, fans and
communities.

Grants
Other Revenue
Affiliation Fees
Sponsorships

$350
$1,444
$1,602
$3,555

$3,842

$3,706

2019
Expenses

2018
Expenses

Football Development
& Other Revenue
International Teams
Reserve Transfer

BUDGETED EXPENSES FOR 2020 ($000)
Personnel

Domestic Competitions

Football Development

Travel / Governance
/ IT / Administration

Football Department
Activities

EXPENSES 2019 v 2018 ($000)

Competitions and       
Event Revenue

Commercial

The financial planning of New Zealand Football’s future
years will be a reflection of these key priorities. In light
of the challenges the New Zealand economy and sport
sector are facing as a result of the COVID-19 global
pandemic, New Zealand Football has instigated an
analysis into the delivery and sustainability of football
in New Zealand so that there can be careful financial
planning for future years into the most efficient and
effective delivery structure.

HUGH McALISTER
NZ Football General Manager of Finance and Business
Services
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
To the members of New Zealand Football Incorporated

OTHER INFORMATION

Report on the special purpose incorporated society and group financial statements

OPINION
In our opinion, the accompanying special
purpose incorporated society and group financial
statements of New Zealand Football Incorporated
(the incorporated society) and its subsidiaries (the
group) on pages 86 to 92:
i. present, in all material respects the incorporated
society’s and group’s financial position as at 31
December 2019 and its financial performance
for the year ended on that date in compliance
with the tax basis of accounting in New Zealand.
						

We have audited the accompanying special
purpose incorporated society and group financial
statements which comprise:
- the incorporated society and group statement
of financial position as at 31 December 2019;
- the incorporated society and group
statements of statement of financial
performance and movements in equity for the
year then ended; and
- notes, including a summary of significant
accounting policies and other explanatory
information.

The Executive Committee, on behalf of the incorporated society and group, are responsible for the other information
included in the entity’s Annual Report. Our opinion on the incorporated society and group special purpose financial
statements does not cover any other information and we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.
In connection with our audit of the incorporated society and group special purpose financial statements our
responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially
inconsistent with the incorporated society and group special purpose financial statements or our knowledge obtained
in the audit or otherwise appears materially misstated. If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that
there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to
report in this regard.

USE OF THIS INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
This independent auditor’s report is made solely to the members as a body. Our audit work has been undertaken so that
we might state to the members those matters we are required to state to them in the independent auditor’s report and for
no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than
the members as a body for our audit work, this independent auditor’s report, or any of the opinions we have formed.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR THE INCORPORATED		
SOCIETY AND GROUP SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
BASIS FOR OPINION
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (New Zealand) (‘ISAs (NZ)’). We
believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.
We are independent of the incorporated society and group in accordance with Professional and Ethical Standard 1
(Revised) Code of Ethics for Assurance Practitioners issued by the New Zealand Auditing and Assurance Standards
Board and the International Ethics Standards Board for Accountants’ Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants
(IESBA Code), and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements and the
IESBA Code.
Our responsibilities under ISAs (NZ) are further described in the auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the special
purpose incorporated society and group financial statements section of our report.
Our firm has also provided other services to the incorporated society and group in relation to the provision of a
reasonable assurance engagement and the formatting of the consolidated financial statements based on audited trial
balances. Subject to certain restrictions, partners and employees of our firm may also deal with the incorporated
society and group on normal terms within the ordinary course of trading activities of the business of the incorporated
society and group. These matters have not impaired our independence as auditor of the incorporated society and
group. The firm has no other relationship with, or interest in, the incorporated society and group.

EMPHASIS OF MATTER – BASIS OF ACCOUNTING
Without modifying our opinion, we draw attention to Page 8 to the incorporated society and group special purpose
financial statements, which describes the basis of accounting. They comply with the New Zealand Tax Administration
(Financial Statements) Order 2014.As a result, the incorporated society and group special purpose financial statements
may not be suitable for another purpose.

The Executive Committee, on behalf of the incorporated society, are responsible for:
- the preparation of the incorporated society and group special purpose financial statements in accordance with the
tax basis of accounting in New Zealand;
- implementing necessary internal control to enable the preparation of a incorporated society and group special
purpose set of financial statements that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error; and
- assessing the ability to continue as a going concern. This includes disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going
concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless they either intend to liquidate or to cease operations,
or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

AUDITOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE AUDIT OF THE INCORPORATED SOCIETY 		
AND GROUP SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Our objective is:
- to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the incorporated society and group special purpose financial
statements as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error; and
- to issue an independent auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of
assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs NZ will always detect a material
misstatement when it exists.
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with
ISAs NZ will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error. They are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could
reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these incorporated society
and group special purpose financial statements.
A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of these incorporated society and group special purpose
financial statements is located at the External Reporting Board (XRB) website at:
http://www.xrb.govt.nz/standards-for-assurance-practitioners/auditors-responsibilities/audit-report-7/
This description forms part of our independent auditor’s report.

KPMG - Auckland
24 April 2020
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NEW ZEALAND FOOTBALL INCORPORATED
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

NEW ZEALAND FOOTBALL INCORPORATED
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019

AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2019
CONSOLIDATED

		

Note

			

NEW ZEALAND
FOOTBALL

2019

2018

2019

2018

$’000

$’000

$’000

$’000

			
Sponsorship and grants 		

6,723

6,542

6,723

6,575

Affiliation fees 		

1,587

1,594

1,587

1,594

Competitions and events 		

2,206

950

2,206

950

Community development 		

480

587

480

587

Finance income		

165

137

-

-

Donations received 		

177

182

-

-

Other revenue 		

2,626

3,355

2,618

3,346

13,964

13,347

13,614

13,052

EXPENSES					
Personnel		

(4,070)

(4,167)

(4,070)

(4,167)

Competition and events		

(5,845)

(5,227)

(5,845)

(5,227)

Community development 		

(2,542)

(2,633)

(2,542)

(2,633)

Travel		

(86)

(132)

(86)

(132)

Governance		

(145)

(120)

(145)

(120)

Occupancy		

(175)

(170)

(175)

(170)

Communications 		

(248)

(314)

(159)

(190)

Professional services		

(337)

(499)

(334)

(499)

Office expenses		

(542)

(516)

(527)

(508)

Donation expenses		

(23)

(65)

-

-

Administration		

(371)

(146)

(346)

(118)

Loss on disposal of assets 		

(10)

(27)

(10)

(27)

Insurance		

(139)

(26)

(139)

(26)

(14,378)

(13,817)

					
TOTAL EXPENSES		

(14,533)

(14,042)

		

Note

			

Gain/(loss) on movement in fair value of investments		

589

(126)

-

-

NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) FROM OPERATIONS 		

20

(821)

(764)

(765)

				
7

-

700

-

700

(764)

(65)

					
NET (DEFICIT)/SURPLUS AFTER TRANSFERS 		

20

This statement is to be read in conjunction with the notes to the financial statements
		

(121)

2018

2019

2018

$’000

$’000

$’000

$’000

10,273

10,253

5,037

5,801

International teams reserve

7

604

604

604

604

Whole of Football reserve

7

500

500

500

500

TOTAL MEMBERS FUNDS		

11,377

11,357

6,141

6,905

						
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS						
Cash and bank balances

1

11,177

9,516

10,695

8,779

Trade and other receivables

2

816

642

816

642

						
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS		

			

11,993

10,158

11,511

9,421

						
NON-CURRENT ASSETS						
Property, plant and equipment

3

Investments		

79

89

79

89

4,761

3,718

-

-

						
TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS		

4,840

3,807

79

89

11,590

9,510

					
TOTAL ASSETS		

16,833

13,965

						
LIABILITIES					
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Income in advance

4

4,006

1,032

4,006

1,032

Trade and other payables		

1,450

1,576

1,443

1,573

						
5,456

2,608

5,449

2,605

						
TOTAL LIABILITIES 		

5,456

2,608

5,449

2,605

NET ASSETS 		

11,377

11,357

6,141

6,905

				

APPROVAL OF SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The executive committee members are pleased to present the special purpose financial statements of New Zealand Football
Incorporated for the year ended 31 December 2019.

President

86

2019

EQUITY			
Accumulated funds		

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES		
OTHER GAINS AND LOSES						

Transfer from reserves

NEW ZEALAND
FOOTBALL

			

REVENUE			

			

CONSOLIDATED

Date:

24/4/2020

Vice President

Date:

24/4/2020
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NEW ZEALAND FOOTBALL INCORPORATED
STATEMENT OF MOVEMENTS IN MEMBERS FUNDS

NEW ZEALAND FOOTBALL INCORPORATED
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019

AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2019

CONSOLIDATED
Note
Accumulated Whole of Football International Teams
Total
			
Funds $’000
Reserve $’000
Reserve $’000
$’000
			
BALANCE AT 1 JANUARY 2019		 10,253
500
604
11,357
					
MOVEMENTS FOR THE YEAR					
Net surplus from operations		
20
20
					
TOTAL MOVEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 		
20
20
					
BALANCE AT 31 DECEMBER 2019		
10,273
500
604
11,377
BALANCE AT 1 JANUARY 2018 		

10,374

500

1,304

12,178

MOVEMENTS FOR THE YEAR
Net deficit from operations		
Transfer from reserves
7

( 821)
700

-

(700)

(821)
-

TOTAL MOVEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 		

(121)

-

(700)

(821)

604

11,357

BALANCE AT 31 DECEMBER 2018 		 10,253
500
					

NEW ZEALAND FOOTBALL
Note Accumulated
			
Funds $’000
			
BALANCE AT 1 JANUARY 2019 		
5,801

Whole of Football
Reserve $’000

International Teams

Reserve $’000

Total
$’000

500

604

6,905

(764)

-

-

(764)

TOTAL MOVEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 		

(764)

-

-

(764)

BALANCE AT 31 DECEMBER 2019		 5,037

500

604

6,141

BALANCE AT 1 JANUARY 2018 		

500

1,304

7,670

MOVEMENTS FOR THE YEAR					
Net deficit from operations		
(765)
(765)
Transfer from reserves
7
700
(700)
				
TOTAL MOVEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 		
(65)
(700)
(765)
BALANCE AT 31 DECEMBER 2018 		

5,801

500

The financial statements presented are for New
Zealand Football Incorporated and its subsidiary New
Zealand Football Foundation as at and for the year
period ended 31 December 2019.
The financial statements comprise of a statement of
financial performance, statement of financial position,
movements in members funds and accounting policies
as well as the notes to these statements.
The financial statements are presented in New
Zealand dollars ($), rounded to the nearest thousand
dollars.
The financial statements have been prepared
applying the accounting policies of accrual accounting
and the double entry method of recording financial
transactions. They comply with the New Zealand Tax
Administration (Financial Statements) Order 2014.
The financial statements have been prepared on a
historical cost basis.

MOVEMENTS FOR THE YEAR
Net surplus from operations 		

5,866

Basis of Preparation
New Zealand Football Incorporated (“the Society”)
is an incorporated society registered under the
Incorporated Societies Act 1908. The Society was
established to control and promote the game of
football in New Zealand.

604

6,905

Basis of consolidation
The Society established a charitable trust called
the New Zealand Football Foundation (“the Trust”)
In 2010. The objective and purpose of the trust is
the promotion and advancement of sports in New
Zealand, with particular regard to the game of
Football.
The basis of consolidation is that the Society has the
power to appoint or remove Trustees to the Trust
Board as it sees fit in accordance with the Trust Deed.
The Society is also deemed to receive benefits from
the activities of the Trust.
All intergroup transactions
eliminated on consolidation.

and

balances

are

Going concern
These financial statements have been prepared on an
assumption of going concern. The continuity of normal
business activities for the Incorporated society is
dependent on the continued financial support of the
members.
Revenue
Grants and sponsorship income are recognised
when specific conditions attached have been met or
when the funds have been utilised for the purpose
of the funding received. The unused portion of this
income is recorded as funds received for committed
expenditure.
Donated goods are recognised as income in the period
it is received.

07

Property, plant and equipment
Items of property, plant and equipment are stated at
cost less accumulated depreciation and impairment
losses.
Where an item of property, plant and equipment is
disposed of, the gain or loss recognised in the profit
and loss statement is calculated as the difference
between the sale price and the carrying amount of the
asset.
Depreciation
Depreciation on property, plant and equipment are
calculated over their estimated useful lives as follows:
Office equipment 25%-50% Straight line
Motor Vehicle
33.3%
Straight line
Playing equipment 20%
Diminishing value
Intangible assets
Intangible assets that have finite useful lives are
measured at cost less accumulated amortisation and
accumulated impairment loss.
Receivables
Receivables are stated at estimated realisable value
after providing against debts where collection is
doubtful. Bad debts are written off during the period
in which they are identified.
Investments
Investments are classified as financial assets recorded
at fair value through surplus and deficit.
Leases
Payments made under operating leases are
recognised in the Consolidated Statement of Financial
Performance on a basis representative of the pattern
of benefits expected to be derived from the leased
asset.
Taxation
The Society was established to promote the sport of
football in New Zealand, and as such is exempt from
Income tax under the Income Tax Act 2007.
Goods and services tax
All amounts are shown exclusive of Goods and
Services Tax (GST), except for receivables and
payables which are shown inclusive of GST.
Foreign currency transactions
Foreign currency transactions are translated to New
Zealand Dollars (NZD) at the exchange rates ruling
at the dates of the transactions. Monetary assets
and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies at
the balance date are translated to NZD at the foreign
exchange rate ruling at the date. Foreign exchange
differences arising on their translation are recognised
in the statement of financial performance.
Changes in accounting policies
The accounting policies adopted are consistent with
those of the previous year.

All other income is recorded on an accrual basis.
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NEW ZEALAND FOOTBALL INCORPORATED
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2019
1. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

3. PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT (continued)			

The banking facilities provided by ASB Bank Limited
and Bank of New Zealand include cheque accounts,
call accounts, foreign currency accounts (USD), term
deposits and credit cards.

There is no overdraft facility with ASB Bank Limited
and Bank of New Zealand.
As at 31 December 2019 there were no foreign
exchange contracts. (2018: No foreign exchange
contracts).

2. TRADE AND OTHER RECEIVABLES			
Consolidated

New Zealand Football

		
2019
			$’000
			
Debtors 		
693
Sundry debtors 		
176
Prepayments 		
(53)
GST receivable 		
-

2018
$’000

2019
$’000

2018
$’000

299
101
22
220

697
175
(53)
(3)

299
101
22
220

			816

642

816

642

New Zealand Football
Cost
Addition
Accumulated
Disposals
Carrying
				 Depreciation		
value
		
$’000
$’000
$’000
$’000
$’000
			
Property improvements
324
(324)
Motor vehicles
47
(23)
24
Office equipment
128
65
(124)
(14)
55
BALANCE AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2019

499

65

(471)

(14)

79

		
Cost
Addition
Accumulated
Disposals
Carrying
				 Depreciation		
value
		
$’000
$’000
$’000
$’000
$’000
			
Playing equipment
6
(4)
(2)
Property improvements
324
(324)
Motor vehicles
47
(7)
40
Office equipments
183
6
(122)
(18)
49
BALANCE AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2018

513

53

(457)

(20)

89

3. PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT		
4. INCOME IN ADVANCE
Consolidated
Cost
Addition
Accumulated
Disposals
Carrying
				 Depreciation		
value
		
$’000
$’000
$’000
$’000
$’000
			
Property improvements
324
(324)
Motor vehicles
47
(23)
24
Office equipment
128
65
(124)
(14)
55
BALANCE AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2019

499

65

(471)

(14)

79

As at 31 December 2019, New Zealand Football Incorporated is holding $4,005,400 (2018: $1,031,616) in
various income in advance accounts.

5. OPERATING LEASES				
Consolidated

Leases as lessee

2019
$’000

2018
$’000

2019
$’000

2018
$’000

			
Current portion 		
Non-current portion 		

109
95

85
16

109
95

85
16

			

204

101

204

101

Non-cancellable operating lease commitments are payable as follows:

		
Cost
Addition
Accumulated
Disposals
Carrying
				 Depreciation		
value
		
$’000
$’000
$’000
$’000
$’000
			
Playing equipment
6
(4)
(2)
Property improvements
324
(324)
Motor vehicles
47
(7)
40
Office equipments
183
6
(122)
(18)
497
BALANCE AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2018

90

513

53

(457)

(20)

New Zealand Football
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NEW ZEALAND FOOTBALL INCORPORATED
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS cont
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2019

6. RELATED PARTIES
New Zealand Football Foundation is a related party
by virtue that New Zealand Football Incorporated is
the settlor of that Trust and has the power to appoint
Trustees per the Trust Deed. There is no receivable
or payable balance between these related parties at
year end.
No grants were received from related parties in
2019 (2018: New Zealand Football Foundation
provided a grant of $33,333 to New Zealand Football
Incorporated towards the sponsorship of the Kate
Sheppard Cup).
In 2019, New Zealand Football Incorporated Executive
Committee President donated $nil to the Foundation
(2018: $5,000).
New Zealand Football Incorporated works with
several regional federations to achieve their strategic
priorities. These federations are not directly
controlled by the society nor do they fall within the
same group structure, however much of the society’s
work has been driven by these federations. During the
2019 year, New Zealand Football Incorporated has
received revenue in the form of affiliation fees for the
amount of $1,586,895 (2018: $1,593,979) and have
also incurred federation costs included in community
development expenditure for the amount of
$1,435,000 (2018: $1,435,000) which were received
from and distributed to these federations.

Men’s: All Whites, Men’s U-23 (Olympics), Men’s
U-20, Men’s U-17 and the Futsal Whites.
Women’s: Football Ferns (incorporating the Olympics
team), Women’s U-20 and Women’s U-17.
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AUDIT AND COMPLIANCE REPORT
We have also reviewed the 2019 audited financial
statements and will continue to be involved in the
audit-related issues during 2020. From the work we

have performed to date, nothing has come to our
attention to suggest there is a significant material
error in the latest audited financial statements.
CHRIS DIXON
Chairman Audit and Compliance Committee
		
			

Whole of Football Reserve
During 2013 the Board of New Zealand Football
Incorporated resolved that a reserve be created
from the 2013 surpluses to ensure that additional
funding was available to support the Coaching,
Development and Whole of Football programme
costs in future years.

8. CAPITAL COMMITMENTS
There are no capital commitments at balance date
(2018: nil).

9. CONTINGENCIES
There are no contingent liabilities at balance date
(2018: nil).

10.SUBSEQUENT EVENTS

The Corona-virus (Covid-19) outbreak, which has
become a global pandemic subsequent to the 31
December reporting date, presents significant
uncertainties for the Society. There is uncertainty
around the duration, scale and impact of the Covid-19
7. RESERVES		
outbreak.
			
International Teams Reserve		
The Society is taking various measures to mitigate the
During 2010, the Board of New Zealand Football
impact of Covid-19 on its operations, however at the
Incorporated resolved that a reserve be created
time of approving the financial statements it is unclear
out of 2010 surpluses to ensure that, from 2011
what continuing impact government policies and the
onwards, the needs and requirements of the various
global economic impacts of Covid-19 will have on our
International teams be catered for. The costs of
sporting community.
running the international teams programme from
2010 will be transferred from accumulated funds,
There have been no other events subsequent to
on an as required basis. An initial balance of $2.5
balance date which would materially affect the
million was transferred to the international teams
financial statements (2018: nil).
reserve in 2010, with additional transfers made from
time to time. The following teams are included in the
international teams programme:
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