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● Not new - 30 years of 
research

● The human brain is wired 
for speech not written 
language

● Kids are learning to read 
in spite of us

The Science of Reading



In a child’s shoes...



ᕫ  ᕠ  ⥁   ᔨ  
⤯   ᖼ  ⥉   ᖣ

These are the first letters you need to learn...



 ᕫ ⤯⬸⧭

These are the first words you need to know...



ᕫ   ᕠ⥁   ᕫ ⥉  ⤯⬸⧭        
ᔨᕠ⥉ᖣᖼ ᕫ⤯.

So now you can read this...



Did you know?

English has 26 letters, 44 speech sounds and 150 spelling patterns



Activity : How many ways can you write ‘ē’ ?

Long ā
a

baby

ai

snail
ay

hay

ei

reindeer

eigh

eight

a_e

cake

Set 6



Long ē
ee - tree ea - read e_e - even
ie - chief ey - key y - happy
e - me

How did you do ?



video of a session (S4) w brief explanation,?Structured Literacy Lesson - Set 4

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1u5rk0IFtYC9PYu6T6u5FubxeAF0mMpU9/preview


What it is like for our kids ... 

Rapid Review

● quick
● revision

Code Learning

● letter 
formation

● teach new 
code

Sound and 
Blend Words

● Sound and 
blend words

● Say and 
make

● Blend words 
quickly

Heart Words

● quick
● not blended

Read or Write

● Read book 
or

● dictated 
sentence



Need to know:

● Formative assessment is how we monitor 
students’ learning and provide ongoing
feedback.

● Our assessments focus on sounds, blending
(including nonsense words) and heart words.

● Once Set 4 has been completed, children do
PM readers AND structured literacy. 

● Consolidation is incredibly important.

On your tables:
Set 1-3 assessment 
Set 5 assessment 
Set 7 assessment
A PM running record 

Assessment 



Home Learning



● We value our partnerships with you 
and we are excited about the journey. 
This year you will be invited into 
classrooms to see Teachers and 
children in action doing Structured 
Literacy. 

● Please fill out one of the paper strips 
before you leave with any things that 
you’re excited about, want to know 
more about or general comments 
about how you’re feeling.

● You can put these in the boxes by the 
door on your way out. 

Where to next?




