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Late model MGs at the 2018 Concours and
President’s BBQ.
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A very warm welcome to the club.
We hope to see you often, enjoying the Marque of Friendship.

19 Paddies go to the cinema. The ticket lady asks, “Why so many of you?”
Mick replies, “The film said 18 or over.”
I went to the cemetery yesterday to lay some flowers on a grave. As I was standing there I
saw 4 grave diggers walking about with a coffin. Three hours later they are still walking
about with it. I thought to myself, they’ve lost the plot.
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(Please note : The MG desktop calendar has
June 23 twice)

MG CAR CLUB (CANTERBURY CENTRE)
P.O. Box 1775, CHRISTCHURCH 8140
Editor : david.blackwell@xtra.co.nz

Just got back from my mate’s funeral. He died
after being hit on the head with a tennis ball.
It was a lovely service.

Secretary: mgservicecentre@xtra.co.nz
WEBSITE: www.mgcarclubcanterbury.nz
OUR BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER: 02-0865-0020158-00
CLOSING DATE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE: May 4
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

MG SIX SPORTS

As a newcomer coming into this job after only four or five
years in the club I am constantly reminded how little I know
about the MG marque, and more importantly about the
history of our club and the other clubs in New Zealand and
overseas. I’m even more reminded of what an absolute
wealth of knowledge resides with some or our earlier (I’m
not going to say older!) members and how willing they are
to pass it on to the newer kids on the block.

During some of my recent discussions about the formation
of MG clubs here and overseas – particularly Britain – it
became apparent to me that the aims and workings of our
club forty or fifty years ago were very different to what they
are today. Quite understandable when you think about it
when a “new” car was probably a T and Bs were on the
drawing board or very new. Maintenance was something
we did ourselves and speed and racing were the main
objects of owning an MG.
Nowadays we spend large amounts of money and effort to bring our classic MGs back to the
standard they were when they came out of the factory and most of us are reticent to hoon them
around the raceway, preferring to drive them more sedately and have them admired for their
beauty. Is this, I wonder, some of the reasons why we don’t attract younger people into
membership of our club? The need for speed, I suppose it’s called, and it’s still there fifty years
later.
The history of our club is vitally important but no more so than the club’s future and it is equally
important that we – the current members and your committee – consider how we can attract the
new and younger people into membership. I know my 16 year-old grandson looks with envy at
my ageing B but his interest is in driving it and making a noise rather than chewing the fat over a
Cashmere Club dinner every month. I wonder what we, as a club, should be putting in place to
welcome youngsters like him into the club without boring the socks off them. The subject of
generational differences is as old as the hills and we don’t have to think back too many years to
remember what we were like as youngsters ourselves – although our memories may be a little
jaundiced!!! This subject has doubtless been discussed by committees and members before
my time but perhaps it needs to be talked about and acted upon again.
How about a grandparent/grandchild day??
Or an age graded motorkhana where youngsters are encouraged to bring their friends??
Both thoughts right off the top of my head but there must be many other good ideas out there.

Ted Clarke
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MG CENTENARY

EDITORIAL
As you read this editorial around 130 MGists
from around the country will be in Timaru for
the 2018 National Rally. It promises to be a
great event (I have never been to a bad MG
event yet) and we will have a full report and
photographs in the next issue of the Canterbury
MaG.
There has been some excellent feedback in
recent times around some of our articles, both
John McDonald and I continue to get emails
and calls with bits of information. Recently
David McNabb, a member who lives in Adelaide, noticed a background midget in one of John’s
archives articles (See Archives page 20), that he used to own and he also tells us that was the
car that started him on his MG journey. David is heading to Tasmania at Easter, along with
Warwick and Juliana Protheroe, for the Australian MG National Rally and David has promised
a few words and some photos for our next MaG.
I also had a request for a copy of the cover photograph of Roger Foy’s MG BGT from Garth
Madden of Ashburton. Garth used to own the vehicle.
It is always great to know some people read the MaG!!!!!!
When I took over as honorary editor of the Canterbury MaG nearly five years ago, the retiring
editor said to me there was only one rule – never put in the MaG a photograph or article of
anything other than an MG. So I guess I need to pre-warn you that on page 12 there is an
article, sourced by Sandra Frame, written by a Lea-Francis owner. To mitigate, the best I can,
any heresy proceedings that might be filed against me I need to tell you that Barney Creaser is
also a committed MGist.
After the Christmas break our first monthly club night of 2018 was held at the beginning of
March with another huge turnout. There has been a modest price increase for the two course
meal which I think is the first for many years. Most car clubs in New Zealand would be envious
of us getting around seventy people to a monthly dinner/club night.
The member interview this issue features Bob & Lesley McIntosh and, like previous
interviewees, they have a great MG story to tell. I thank them for the time they have put into
sourcing photographs and information. John McDonald has again come up with an interesting
archives article and I thank him for that.

Kimber’s second attempt at a sports car his employer, William Morris, would not have provided
the £16,000 necessary to build the first bespoke MG factory in Oxford (Edmund Road) and
ensured the future of the marque. It seems entirely appropriate therefore that the 14/28 and 1924
should also receive celebratory recognition. With these two aims in mind it has been decided that
the centenary year should start in June 2023 and last until June 2024. In this way Cecil Kimber’s
vision as well as his successful realisation of the MG are both recognised.
Peter Cook MG Car Club U.K. Overseas Director 11/12/201

Chronology.
Below are listed some of the key events in the early evolution of the MG marque
1922

March

Kimber appointed General Manager of The Morris Garages, Oxford.

1922

Late

Old Mews in Alfred Lane acquired for assembly of Morris Garages Cowley
Chummies, and then used for production of MGs 1924-5.

1923

Feb

Morris Garages Cowley Chummy produced at Alfred Lane

1923

Easter

London – Land’s End trial, CK wins gold medal in Morris Garages Cowley
Chummy

1923

March

First advertisement with Octagon mark.

1923

Mid

Six, two seater sporting bodies ordered from Raworth; Cowleys.

1924

Easter

London – Land’s End trial, gold medal in a Raworth Cowley Chummy.

1924

May

‘MG’ trade-marks and patents claimed retrospectively from this date.

1924

June

London – Edinburgh trial, gold medal in a Bullnose Morris 14/28 Morris Garages
Super Sports, reg. MF8068

1925

Easter

London – Land’s End trial gold medal in Kimber special, reg. FC7900

1926

Sept

Announcement of Flat Rad 14/28 MG

1926

Nov.

W. Morris wins appeal against the Inland Revenue.

1927

May

Construction of Edmund Road factory.

1927

August

23rd, first batch of chassis collected from Morris Motors for 14/40 production at
Edmund Road.

1928

March

MG Car Co (proprietor Morris Garages Ltd) formed.

1928

April

MG Octagon registered as trade mark.

1930

July

MG Car Company Ltd registered.

I also thank all of those who have supplied event reports and photographs. Thanks also to the
Auckland MGCC, Canberra MGCC and Newcastle MGCC.
Again thanks to Val and Judith Bain for their valuable behind the scenes input into the
Canterbury MaG. It would be a much lesser magazine without them involved.
I will catch you at an MG event very soon.

This summary is a brief overview of a far more detailed paper. Anyone who would like to
read the full paper should contact me: – petercookdr@btinternet.com.

David Blackwell

Thanks to the Canberra MGCC.
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MG CENTENARY

CLUB CAPTAIN’S REPORT

For many years across the MG community 1924 has been taken to be the year when the first
MG cars were made and sold. Some have put the case for recognition in later years – 1925/6/7
– and have given reasons for doing so. In the main though, 1924 has been the accepted year
and has been the basis of past anniversaries which have been celebrated by both MG clubs,
and the various parent manufacturers of MGs.
The 1924 date has been based upon the modified ‘Bullnose’ Morris Oxford cars of 1924 which
have been known as the 14/28s and accepted as the first ‘MGs’. It has been known for a long
time that a car prior to the 14/28 was commissioned by Cecil Kimber – founder of MG, and from
early 1922 manager of the Morris Garage in Queen Street, Oxford. Kimber ordered six Morris
Cowley chassis from the Morris works, had some modifications made to these chassis at the
Alfred Lane workshop in Oxford, and ordered bodies from Raworth & Co. based in St. Aldates,
Oxford. None of these six cars have survived, and nor – until 1998 – had details of the
alterations made to these cars.
The MG community tended to be divided on the Raworths between those who felt the 14/28s
and the 1924 date was the correct one, and those who believed that the Raworths should
receive recognition as the first MGs – in concept, if not realisation. The 14/28 school had the
advantage of surviving cars which could be compared to the standard Morris versions and the
modifications identified, along with the very different Kimber-inspired bodies. The 14/28 school
were reluctant to acknowledge the significance of the Raworths because there was an absence
of evidence that they were more than bespoke-bodied Morrises.
The 1923 view was not helped by the fact that the Raworths were a commercial failure, unlike
the 14/28s. It has become apparent that this difference over the Raworths vs. the 14/28s can
now be resolved due to the considerable efforts of The Early MG Society and in particular
researches in the Oxford County and City archives by the late Robin Barraclough and by Phil
Jenkins. Of the twenty-one mechanical differences between the standard Morris Oxford chassis
and those sold as Morris Garages Sports (14/28), there is general agreement that the
significant differences were in the lowering of the rear springs and the alteration of the angle of
the steering column by relocating (March 2018 Tappet Chatter 37) the steering box. In
themselves these alterations do not appear very significant, but crucially it meant that the
chassis sat lower, and the driver sat lower and further back. This in turn enabled the bodies to
be different from anything currently available in the Morris Motors catalogue. Research in the
Oxford City and County archives, especially microfilm copies of newspapers and magazines –
finally revealed some of the alterations which had been made to the Raworths prior to their
bespoke bodies being manufactured. The crucial changes, which have allowed the 14/28s to be
recognised so far as the ‘first’ MGs, were, it has been shown, made also to the Raworths a year
earlier. The documentation supporting this had lain in the archives for nearly 75 years. The
Raworths were overpriced, lacked sufficient distinction, and were a commercial failure, but they
were Cecil Kimber’s first attempt – along with the support of his employer Sir William Morris – to
create the first MG.
The current governing Board of the MG Car Club (UK) has made a careful and thorough
examination of the evidence, and arrived at the conclusion that the year 1923 can indeed be
regarded and celebrated as the founding year of the MG marque. While the available evidence
is not absolutely conclusive, the first Raworth MG was most likely registered on 1st June 1923
with the Oxford authority as FC5581. It is also recognised however that 1924 was the year
when the first successful MG was manufactured – the 14/28. Without the success of Cecil
Page 28

MGS I HAVEN’T SEEN
Like many MGCC members, Tony & I seem to travel
out of Christchurch a lot. This allows me to people
watch, bird watch, car watch and in general be a
nosey parker from the car. I have many skills in this
area. So, it is with some experience I can claim that
outside Christchurch MG cars are thin on the road.
For most owners they are no doubt garaged well and
not used as the daily car.
This conclusion is not necessarily fair, my travels are
frequently on back roads, walking tracks and most
recently completing a biking trail as part of the
Cavalcade. 250km of cycle tracks, abandoned rail
and wagon routes, hard packed beaches and miles of
shingle farm roads is not conducive to driving MGs;
but with over 1400 kms by car to the Catlins and up
through Central there were only 2 MGs seen on the road.

A green MGF cruised down the ‘main’ street of Nasby as I was having breakfast coffee to
counter the overnight 40 temperature. An exciting start to our day driving over the Danseys Pass
to check out how MG friendly the road will be for a MGCC trip there next year. We only met 3
vehicles on the 47km shingle section of the Pass. The quickest and most entertaining was a
farm SWB ‘side-by-side’ (as opposed to a quad-bike) with 2 big country blokes in the front and a
couple of trussed up ewes filling most of the tray. That left minimum room for the 24 legs of the
6 heading dogs to find purchase on the roof top and the backs of the sheep; likely their dinner.
I had all but given up MG spotting when along Centaurus Road we caught up to a lovely orange
MGB GT, wearing racing No 72. (On the Register as an Auckland car.) My MG counting does
not exclude those on a trailer!

When I visit family in Warkworth or friends in Nelson, I can be guaranteed to see an MG or three
out for a drive. These are the sort of places where you might be tempted to use your MG to run
down to the shops and get the milk.
My best place for spotting MGs has to be while having my regular Sunday morning coffee with
friends at the Pub-Café at the Centaurus Road/Dyers Pass roundabout. There is a very high
concentration of Canterbury MGCC members living up the hill or in the surrounding suburbs and
a lovely Sunday morning brings them and non-members out in their cars. Of course, this
intersection has a stream of road cyclists, mountain bikers, motorcyclists and all other 4
wheeled petrol heads passing through. I can observe all manner of interesting and sometimes
eye-wateringly expensive vehicles. Then, there are people and kids and dogs walking by. If
you are ever bored, then I recommend this place for ‘spotting’ reminiscent of your childhood.

Sandra Frame
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MEMBER INTERVIEW - BOB & LESLEY MCINTOSH

ERECTING THE MGA HOOD. A light-hearted treatise.
driver began — a hardy soul in a cloth cap who grins as he drives top down through a five county
frogchoket, describing it only as “a bit dampish”. The truth is, he wasn’t grinning because it was
that much fun to drive in the rain. He was grinning because the misery of feeling the rainwater
infiltrate his BVDs was peanuts compared to the misery of putting up the top. My personal
experience has been that winters in upstate New York occasionally require the hood, but anything
northern Indiana throws at me can be weathered with a sneer of contempt. Now that the average
MGA spends winters as “hibernation heaven” for wayward rodents, erecting the hood makes
about as much sense as changing the air in your tires. Sure you’ll get caught in a few
sprinkles, an occasional thunderstorm, and a hurricane here and there, but that’s what the cloth
cap is for. Your wife will say you look like a geek, but what does she know? That lady in the Volvo
probably had her mouth hanging open because she was amazed at how rakish you looked! And
anyway, it could be worse. You could be erecting the hood!
Thanks to our Auckland colleagues for finding this article - Ed.

Photographs - March club night

Introducing ourselves.
We have been together 12 years this year, and got married 6 years ago. When we were “young”
we went out together for a while and lived in the same neighbourhood of Avonside here in
Christchurch. I am retired from the Heating and Ventilation industry that I was in for 40+ years
doing engineering, project management, and trouble shooting. It was satisfying work and I enjoyed
it. Lesley is still working and I call her my Financial Asset!!! Seriously – she will stop sometime!
How is this for a compromise. When
we got together I said to Lesley we
can go to MG things together. She
replied with – “you can go and do
dance lessons!” - and now we go
dancing a lot.
We used to go round all the dance
halls in the ‘60s – The Caledonian,
Town & Around, Laredo, and others.
We also did lessons at Sid & “Lady”
Hollis's studio above Federal Motors in
Manchester Street.
I am a total romantic, I cry at the
movies, Lesley is a Virgo – she is so
organised, I am not so, but, learning.
Bob and his then 1999 MGF.
Page 6

Clock wise from above: An attentive audience during
Lawrie Steere’s presentation.
Neil Struthers and Graham Inwood in deep discussion.
David Johnson, Grant & Jenny Sutherland and Charles
Rushbrook.
Brothers Lance & Terry Faulkner confer.
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ERECTING THE MGA HOOD. A light-hearted treatise.
inside the car and tighten the wing-bolt “C” until fully seated against the windscreen post.
Readers who arc particularly astute at arithmetic may wonder where this free hand came from,
as both hands were
previously engaged
pressing down on the
header tail. Generally,
the free hand comes
from a wife, a son, a
friend, or a passing
pedestrian who can be
induced
to
stop
laughing long enough
to
lend
a
hand.
Failing
that,
agile
owners can sometimes
balance their weight on
a
single
forearm
placed lengthwise
along the header rail, freeing their other hand to tighten the wing-bolt. Whichever procedure is
used, it should then be repeated on the other side.
Once both wing-bolts are secure, walk to the rear of the car and swear softly. Then unfasten the
wing-bolts, lift the header rail free of the windscreen posts, and hook the metal bar “D” at the rear
of the hood into the two retainers on the tonneau. It will generally be necessary to give the hood
a sharp tug rearward to position the bar over the retainers, a procedure which also serves to
unlock both uprights and let the hood crash to the floor of the vehicle. When all the uprights have
again been locked into place and the metal bar secured to the retainers, it is time to once again
press the header rail against the windscreen and tighten the wing-bolts.
Now that the hood is securely fastened at the front and rear, it only remains to secure the edges
to the “lift-the-dot” studs and the turn button on each side. This is a little like saying that once
Napoleon captured Germany, it only remained for him to match on Moscow. No matter how little
time has passed since you last erected the hood, you will discover that either the hood
has shrunk or the car has grown since the last fitting. As long as your fingers have the sensitivity
of a safecracker’s and the strength of vise-grips, the hood can eventually be stretched over the
lift-the-dot fasteners. One rum button can generally be fastened without too much difficulty. The
other will bend back your thumbnail and be declared not worth the effort to fasten. (Or words to
that effect.)
This completes the task of erecting the hood. If the weather really turns frosty you may want to
consider mounting the side curtains, but that is the subject of another article. In the spring,
of course, you will need to go through the ritual of “stowing the hood.” The manual says that
stowing the hood is the reverse of erecting it, but of course the manual is optimistic about a great
many things. As you struggle to cram the hood back into the recess behind the scats without scratching the window (or at least, without rendering it totally opaque), you may find yourself
wondering why you bothered to put the bloody thing up in the first place. And indeed, that is a
very valid question. Even back in the days when MGAs were routinely driven year round, many
owners abandoned the idea of putting up the top. That’s how the stereotype of the sports car
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MEMBER INTERVIEW - BOB & LESLEY MCINTOSH
The generous type of person I
am, I did organise a shopping
trip for Lesley to Melbourne one
year, just when the Australian
Formula 1 was on!!!
MG Cars I have owned.
I bought my first MG - Magnette
ZB 1958 - about 1971, and
used it as an every day car well
into the 1980s. In 1976 I moved
to Dunedin to work on a big
hospital contract, working in
the project team for mechanical
services. In Dunedin there were
about eight Magnettes ZA &
ZBs and we formed our own
A much younger Bob c1972 with the Magnette in the backunofficial MG Car club branch,
ground and doing an engine job at Bulls (Chris Amon
because “we were not classed”
country). Note the ‘budgie smugglers’.
as “sports cars” by the
incumbent club!
I left Dunedin at the end of 1984 and came back to Christchurch and it was not until 2005 that I
bought my 1971 MGB GT, and subsequently joined this MG Car Club.
The cars I have owned are the Magnette, which I sold in recent years, the MGB GT, MGF 1999
model (crashed – page 25 December 2015 MaG) and a 2005 MG TF 160 bought March 2016.
The Magnette - we did a huge mileage in this all over the South Island. My then wife Barbara and
I had a memorable trip to Auckland to stay with friends and current club members who were
based in the Air force at Hobsonville. However, on the way back down through the North Island,
south of Hunterville, we had a “knocking” sound coming from the engine. It turned out to be a
seized
#4
gudgeon
that
slogged the big end out. This
was late on a Sunday afternoon,. We got a tow into Bulls
and rocked up to an Uncle and
Aunt of mine who lived there.
Well no one could fix it for
weeks, so on the Tuesday
morning Barbara and I took the
engine out of the car, pulled it
apart, got all the necessary bits
ground, the stiffening gudgeon
released and obtained new
bits in Palmerston North. Late
Thursday afternoon we were on
the road again, ran the big
Lesley in action at Ruapuna during speed day.
ends in down to Foxton, and
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MEMBER INTERVIEW - BOB & LESLEY MCINTOSH
then flat- footed it down to
Barbara's parents‘ house
at Upper Hutt. Getting
back to the South Island:
We had missed our ferry
sailing from the Tuesday,
so, Friday morning we
rocked up to the ferry
terminal - 135th in a
queue, isn't it amazing
how something sticks in
your mind. To stay in the
queue you had to report
to every ferry sailing –
four that day. In those
days there was “only”
Motorkhana - Bob digging it in.
one sailing on weekend
days - also missed out on Saturday. Sunday, the queue was decreasing and they were jamming
cars onto the ferry. Being next in the queue, the loader guy came over and measured the car.
“Sorry, you are too long” so they took the VW next in the queue – 12 inches was the difference.
Monday – got there early – got on – got home.
MGB GT (BOBSMG) 1971 – mileage heaps – purchased 2005.
Runs very well, renewed quite a few parts, fixed a few parts.
New front suspension springs and heavier sway bar, this made a power of difference.
We did have an incident several years ago on a return MG run from Hanmer. We had a good
tour up to Hanmer, lunch under the trees on the main street, a bit of a walk, a bit of a look in the
shops (Lesley was looking along with some of the girls) and then as the afternoon passed every
one left to return to Christchurch – except Lesley and myself, we went for a dip in the pools. It
was starting to get dark by the time we left and we got down to SH1 just south of Amberley and
noticed that the headlights were dimming rapidly. We got to Waikuku Shell garage and the car
died, no charge left in the battery. We were parked opposite the garage with the bonnet up. We
didn't have a torch but fiddled around under the bonnet, things pointing to the alternator dying.
A young couple pulled up beside us asking us what the problem was. After a quick explanation
he suggested, as he had a diesel, putting his battery into our car. Out came the back seat
and the floor cover, the big
battery on the boot tray and a
couple of jumper leads with
some rags wrapped around the
connections. We got home in
convoy, turning the lights off so
as not to drain the battery as his
was not the best either. On
departing the young guy said “If
you had been in one of those
Japanese things I would have
just kept on going”. He was
2005 MG TF 160.
driving a Japanese Isuzu SUV thing!
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ERECTING THE MGA HOOD. A light-hearted treatise.
loose until the third time it falls in your face while you’re wrestling with the hood, then it is secured
with a heavy object and a few curses. Owners with no sense of tradition may prefer to put a
weight on it immediately and skip the curses.
With the sidescreens and the valence out of the way, the hood is plainly visible to anyone
who bends double behind the seats with an electric torch. There it is, lurking just above the
battery compartment. (The location of the batteries is something else a new owner
doesn’t know about, and doesn’t want to believe when you show him.) Grasp the hood firmly
in the middle and
pull
it forward until it clears
the tonneau. If it binds,
jiggle it gently. When that
fails, shake it the way a
terrier shakes a rat. The
MGA hood bows are of a
unique, “double jointed”
design.
This
allows
the bows to fold double
upon themselves, so the
hood can drop down and
swing under the tonneau
for storage. Theoretically,
it also allows the hood to
swing back out and snap
into an upright position.
After swinging the hood
clear of the tonneau, raise it to its full upright position and press joint “A” toward the rear of the
car until it locks. This can be done while standing on either the driver’s or the passenger’s side.
In either case, there is an identical joint on the opposite side which also needs to be locked into
place. Walk to the other side of the car and lock that upright. This will generally dislodge the side
you started on, so walk back to that side and re-lock the upright. Naturally this will dislodge the
other side. Even experienced MGA owners can while away several hours in the garage,
walking from side to side locking the uptights. Eventually the bows will tire of this game, and both
uprights will stay locked at the same time. Now extend the header rail into its full forward position
and lock it into place by pressing upwards on joint “B”. Of course, this may unlock one or both of
the uprights, allowing the owner to repeat that portion of the procedure. Since there is an
identical joint “B” on the other side, it is easy to see why an MGA provides more entertainment
for the price than any other sports cat available today.
Once all the bows have been locked into place, carefully position the header rail so the hole on
the underside near wing-bolt “C” is directly over the post on top of the windscreen. Check to
make certain the wing-bolt is slacked off enough to make room for die windscreen post. This is
generally done by unscrewing the bolt a few turns, allowing it to drop on the floor and bounce
under the seat. It can then be retrieved with a yardstick and reinserted to its correct position in
the header rail. Press the header rail firmly against the windscreen to ensure a good seal. This
can best be done by placing both hands on top of the header and pressing down until your feet
rise six inches off the floor. Experienced owners can judge the six-inch rise by feel, novices may
wish to have an assistant check their rise against a calibrated spacer. With your free hand, reach
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MEMBER INTERVIEW - BOB & LESLEY MCINTOSH
The problem was – a fractured wire on the alternator
connection plug.

By Steve Toms
One of the most daunting tasks a new MGA owner can face is the yearly ritual of erecting the
hood or, as we say on this side of the Atlantic, “putting up the top”. Many misconceptions have
arisen about this operation, and one automotive magazine even went so far as to describe a new
sports car as having “the worst top we’ve seen since the last time we drove an MGA!”
Statements like this can mislead the new owner into thinking the MGA hood is difficult to erect.
Actually, the MGA has a well designed hood which can easily be erected in a single weekend.
Like most automotive projects, experience makes the job easier and some MGA clubs stage
annual “erect the hood” events where members help each other with this task. Prizes are offered
for side events such as hurling the side screens or the most creative oaths. Although the
assistance of fellow enthusiasts makes the job go easier, and a circus wagon full of acrobats
and strong men makes it
a snap, the job can be
done by one person, even
a novice, if the following
procedure is followed.
The first step is to get a
beer and read the section
of the workshop manual on
erecting the hood. This will
provide
no
useful
information
whatsoever,
but British manuals are
always entertaining and
you can spend hours afterwards speculating about
which part of your car is
the
“backlight”
the
“tonneau”, etc. (My favorite
section of the MGA manual is the description of the “anti-dazzle device”, but that has nothing to
do with erecting the hood.) The real benefit of this step is that the beer will help dull the pain of
the pinched fingers and scraped knuckles that follow. Teetotalers can achieve a similar
numbness by breathing into a paper bag until woozy.
The next step is to locate the hood. This is not as easy as it sounds, as the MGA hood is well
concealed when it’s stowed. (I’ve met a few owners who didn’t even realize their car had a
hood.) Remove the tonneau cover, tilt the seats forward, and peer into the dark recess behind
the seats. If your car is in “pristine” condition, there will be a leatherette valence with pockets for
the sidescreens behind the seats. In rare instances, there may even be sidescreens in these
pockets. although sidescreens are more commonly found rattling about in the boot, where they
can get scratched more efficiently, or languishing in a dark corner of the garage, where they’re
safe from the rain.
If your car has the valence, unfasten the “lift-the-dot” fasteners along the sides of the valence
and fold the valence over the top of the metal tonneau. (That’s the body panel just behind the
seats.) There is an old established ritual among MGA owners which requires the valence be left
Page 24

Who would you like as a passenger in your MG?
A passenger – driving off into the sunset to find a spot
in the country with a dark, clear sky and a 12 inch
telescope with a astrophysicist – Neil DeGrasse
Tyson – from TV Cosmos, Startalk and other series.
The question is, is there life beyond the stars, is there
really anyone out there?
Neil came to Christchurch last year to Horncastle
Arena and at least 3,500 people turned up. He is a
rock star in his field. He came on stage to a standing
ovation that lasted 3 to 4 minutes and had not said a
word.
You talk about Earth – the “Pale Blue Dot”. Pale Blue
Dot is a photograph of planet Earth taken on
February 14, 1990, by the Voyager 1 space probe
from a record distance of then about 6 billion
km as part of that day's Family Portrait series of
images of the Solar System. In the photograph,
Earth's apparent size is less than a pixel; the planet 2010 Lesley accepting 3rd place from
then President, Rick Jones.
appears as a tiny dot against the vastness of space,
among bands of sunlight reflected by the camera.
Voyager 1, which had completed its primary mission and
was leaving the Solar System, was commanded by NASA
to turn its camera around and take one last photograph of
Earth across a great expanse of space, at the request of
astronomer and author Carl Sagan. Voyager 1 after its
launch 40 years ago is now about 21 billion km from Earth.
Just think, that this ‘dot’ in space is so delicate and yet so
internally rugged for 7 billion plus humans, and animals
and insects and plants and MGs.
Where is my favourite holiday place?
Got to be the South Island – so many favourites, around
the coastline, Nelson, Blenheim, through Central and
the Mackenzie Country – I always stop and look and
photograph Aoraki, Mt Cook.
What is my favourite meal?
This is difficult. I like fine cuisine, generally red meat and
trimmings. A good wine to match. Pastas come into the
mix as well as BBQs. I could go on. Lesley has a leaning
towards fillet steaks and groper.
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2017 Lesley time keeping with
Margaret Provan.

MEMBER INTERVIEW - BOB & LESLEY MCINTOSH

PAUL WALBRAN MOTORS

I like breakfast – this is essential to me - fruit, muesli, yoghurt
or milk (Lewis Road), and I can do 4 Weetbix!

Attention:

What music would you have booming out of your garage/
workshop?
Lesley is a Queen fan, and I am also, along with The Eagles. I
saw The Eagles at QE11 in the rain – their Hell Freezes Over
concert in 1995. They started with ‘Hotel California’ at a
reasonable sound level. They were enjoying themselves and
they just kept on going until about midnight when finally
finishing with ‘Hotel California’ again but half more volume
again. It was just so stunning.
I also like jazz and George Gershwin music, Michael Jackson
– ‘70 & ‘80s stuff. I have also been to Symphony orchestra
concerts.
Anything Else?

Owners

If your
needs attention and you want to give it the
best care available, see NZ’s most experienced MG team:
Specialist Parts Service: 17 Brownie Rd, Laingholm, Auckland

Bob and Lesley listening to a
briefing from Stuart Castle prior
to the snow run 2016.

I am a keen photographer. I got my first camera at the age of 9
and have had quite a few cameras over the years and I still have them all along with boxes of just
about all the photos I have ever taken. I love this digital age, it allows so much diversity to create
images.

Decades of MG experience mean you get expert advice
on what you need for your car
We won’t sell you what you don’t need – unless you insist!
Thousands of stock lines of new parts mean you get your
spares sooner
Overnight nationwide service
Free extended and unconditional warranty on all parts

Contact us now for your copy of our Free Catalogue

Workshop: 1 Stock St, New Lynn.
For servicing, repairs, WoF, restoration or performance mods see us if you want:
Your MG running sweetly and reliably

Now Available!

The job done properly without dodgy
shortcuts

Electrical cable in the full range of
correct Lucas colour codes, and
terminals to match.

Other benefits of our experience – we
work faster, your car is done sooner,
you save money.

A team that’s easy to do business with:
friendly, personal service with pick-up, drop-off, & courtesy cars all available

Bob in action at the 2017 Motorkhana.

An unconditional warranty on all work done for you. In the unlikely event of a problem, we will sort
it. Properly & promptly.

Bob, when club captain,
presenting a trophy to
Dren Errington.

Paul Walbran Motors
Ph 09 817 8194
mobile 021 886 723 fx 09 817 8164
email: paul@mgparts.co.nz web: www.mgparts.co.nz;

Bob, a keen photographer.
His favourite photograph,

Leaders in Service, Advice, Value For Money

Caring for All MG Models

Mt Cook.
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TRIPLE M - JANUARY
By Sandra Frame
George and Lorraine Skevington put their hands up as
organisers of the first MMM run of the year. They are old
hands at MMM runs and Lorraine had mentioned the run
would visit a local Waikuku business, called Lavender
Fields. With a lovely day and the smell of lavender promised, Tony and I headed off in the LeaF with our picnic
lunch to the start point at The Peg.

Unusually another old MG has
surfaced. It’s a 1934 PA, NZ
new, Auckland based, and
described as complete and
original. It has been off the
road since the 1960s, and the
motor needs complete reconditioning. The owner has
duplicates of the original registration papers, but tantalizingly
doesn’t show page 2 which gives all the owners names.
Registration is BJ6745, which has lapsed. Interestingly it is a matching numbers car, the
chassis number clear and legible not only on the bonnet, but also the front of the chassis.
Selected photos shown, there is a Buy Now price of $35,000. Secure your winter
project……….We would be delighted to hear more about this old survivor.

The morning’s route took us onto SH1, left along Ohoka
Road, around what I call the back-end of Rangiora
through many new housing developments and back towards the east again via West Belt. There was a clever
circle detour around the two blocks of houses that calls
itself Sefton Village. Over 5 minutes we meandered along
Wellington, Auckland and Canterbury Streets, passed the
Sefton Pub (for sale if you are interested) and returned to
the main road. Sefton is one of those, ‘blink and you miss
it’ communities, boasting a population of 1083 people at
the last census.
Lavender Fields is only a short drive down Waikuku
Beach Road where we were welcomed by owners Clare
and Kevin. In recent years they have taken over the
business from Jim Curnow, Clare’s rather enterprising
father. A few members recalled Jim from when he once
ran the ‘Dainty Inn’ tea rooms in High Street.
Lavender Fields grow 3 different types of lavender and
Above: President Ted and first
Clare manufactures and sells a range of Lavender
essential oils and products. After a brief chat about their Lady Barbara check the fragrance.
business, members were left to wander and identify the Below: Owner Kevin explaining
the oil extraction operation.
various lavender plants, admire the still used for extracting
the oil and check out the wee shop. Clare’s product is of a
very high quality and she made quite a few sales. Oscar the golden
retriever also received a fair share of attention.

Lastly another photo with little information. It’s Sybil Lupp having a fettle with her MG TC, the
supercharger clearly visible. By the look of the rear mud grips, an unsealed hill climb is
about to occur. Where? The local lads seem pretty impressed by it all.
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Our next stop was for a picnic lunch in the Skevington’s Waikuku
Beach property. By this time a few more MG cars and people had
joined us. I spotted four vehicles I had not seen before; Graham
Dendle with his Montegro (once belonged to his father), Andy
Webster with his l/h drive, rather gorgeous looking MGA and the
recently re-joined members David & Ruth Benson with their MG-ZTT station wagon. The fourth car was driven by new members, Jill &
Don Lyall, another smart looking MGA. The rain kindly held off until
we had all eaten well and relaxed. Then on cue, down it came,
sending us all quickly to our cars. It was a damp drive home, after
a lovely relaxing day.
Thank you Lorraine and George.
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A LEA-FRANCIS WITH-IN THE UK MG RANKS
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Submitted by Sandra Frame
This article appeared in the latest Lea Francis Owners’ Club publication (LFOC) and shows the
occasional cross-marque attendance among Car Clubs in the UK. (Abridged with the permission
of the author Barny Creaser, LFOC member.) There is also a report describing this Annual MMM
Register Tour to Cornwall in the latest UK MGCC Magazine ‘Safety Fast!’ (available for members
to borrow at Club Nights).

Another un-named photo was also shown, the location earlier identified as Montana. Again you
were able to suggest some of the entrants shown from a pretty grainy photo.
1: John Moulton, Wolseley 4/44, 2: Either Eric Wright or Ralph Biggs (both drove Singer 9
Sports), 3: Leon With MG TD, 4: Either Eric Wright or Ralph Biggs (both drove Singer 9 Sports),
5: Ken Tucker MG TC, 6: Gary Benson MG TD (with 4 seater body x Wheeler)
Spot the Lea-Francis (2nd from the top left)
The recent UK Lea Francis Owner’s LFOC Autumn tour turned out to include an MG TD and an
MGA, as well as various LFOC owners who also owned MGs, including myself. It happened that
the next car event that I was to attend was the MG Car Club’s Triple M Register annual tour,
which was based at St. Ives in Cornwall during the first week of October last year.
What, you might ask, has this MG event got to do with owning a Lea Francis? The answer is that,
due to my MG being incapacitated, there were sixty odd MMM MGs present and one Lea-Francis
14 Sports.
This particular tale started immediately after the 2016 annual MMM tour to Lincolnshire, when in
a fit of enthusiasm, my wife and I booked ourselves onto the 2017 Cornwall tour. It was no
problem for us to go to Cornwall as we are lucky enough to have a trailer for our MG PA Midget.
Roll forward to the Vintage & Sportscar Car Club (VSCC) winter driving tests, where the PA
developed a slight misfire that wouldn’t clear despite enthusiastic revving. I had decided to
rebuild the cylinder head, which in these little MGs is critical to developing any meaningful
power, so the misfire was an excuse to whip off the head and take a look. In the event, the
misfire turned out to be caused by a faulty plug. However, removing the head revealed significant
damage to 3 of the 4 pistons. Worse than that, having removed the crank (requiring the joining of
the Pre War Morris Minor club to borrow their puller!), I discovered that it had been ground well
beyond acceptable limits, so had to be replaced. Sadly, there is a very long waiting list for a new
crank.
We couldn’t take the MG to Cornwall, but as the place was all booked and paid for, we had to go

The last issue showed a photo of a group of MGs headed by Allan Grant’s TF. David McNabb,
still MGCC member in Christchurch but now resident in Adelaide, was quick off the mark to point
out the second car in the line up, a green MG Midget, was owned by him, and was responsible for getting him on the MG pathway.
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A LEA-FRANCIS WITH-IN THE UK MG RANKS
in something. It was tempting to go in our Triumph Stag (heater!) and in the event that might
have been a better choice, but we opted to take the LeaF as it was more in the spirit of things.
The biggest problem was that the LeaF doesn’t fit on the MG PA trailer. And so, we found ourselves travelling down to Cornwall over a 3 damp days, 330 mile journey in our 14 hp Lea
Francis Sports, finally arriving at the tour start at the rather splendid Treganna Castle Hotel.

By John McDonald

MG Owners’ tend to be slightly different from the LFOC and VSCC crowds (although there is an
overlap naturally) in that they often have a very fierce brand loyalty. It’s not unusual to see them
all togged up in their MG hats, jumpers and ties. I was a little concerned that they might be a bit
put off by the LeaF, but of course I needn’t have worried as we have lots of friends in the MG
club who were happy to see us and who were more or less interested in the car.

Firstly, thanks to all those who wrote in to name the un-named MG identities pictured last month.
With all suggesting the same names I’ll take it as read they are correct.
All pictured were on the local committee at the same time (1954), so it makes sense.

There were three days of touring
planned, the first of 85 miles
followed by two 100+ mile days
(they are pretty keen these MG
types). On day one we went on an
excellent tour of a tin mine at
Geevor, where lunch (pasties!) was
laid on for us, and then on to Land’s
End where tackiness knows no
bounds. After that we visited the
fascinating Porthcurno telegraph
museum, where the undersea
cables come ashore. This is well
worth a visit.
The next day took us to the north
Author Barny Creaser competing in his immaculate PA.
coast and included the Blue Hills
mine road section of the Land’s End trial, though we went t’other way. Of course, it was no
problem for the LeaF, but the incredibly narrow gateway at the end called for a little bit of care.
There were miles and miles of very narrow roads, many of which were lined with hawthorn. The
brakes were amply tested a few times! Somehow, we ended up down on the south coast for a
crossing of the Fal on the King Harry ferry. A very nice cream tea finished off this day after the
car had driven very well indeed.
The last touring day took us down to the Lizard for a tour of the lighthouse, and then along the
south Cornwall coast. However, whilst the tiny roads would be good in an MG Midget, it was not
such fun in the 14 Sports, so we took a longer but faster route that allowed us to meet the MGs
at critical points. That evening we had the gala dinner back at the hotel.

Old chum Nick Williams gave me some colour slides years ago, two of which show a MG TD in
his parents driveway. The registration label equates to the 1965-66 licensing year, registration
plate DV5547. Owner at the time was a Mike Potter, and that’s all we know. Have a look and see
if you can tell us more, the TD appears to have gone missing but may have survived with another
registration plate.

It was time to head home and the first hurdle was to get the car started (the normal issue with
water in the top of the coil – a 2 minute diagnosis and fix, but a bit embarrassing with all those
MGs around). The journey started in heavy rain, and after experiencing the blinding spray and
standing water on the A30, we decided to divert via quieter roads along the foggy north coast.
Once home, it took a good washing, along with the hawthorn scratches polished out of the
wings to get the LeaF back to resting in the garage. It’s had a pretty active year, especially as
the MG is still sitting in its little shed minus his engine.
The 14 hp Lea Francis Sports (1767cc) has a similar yet smaller sized body to
Sandra & Tony’s Lea Francis 21/2 litre model
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PRESIDENT’S BBQ & CONCOURS

SUNSET RUN

By Marie Meyer
What a perfect evening for hoods down, and an
outdoor picnic tea! After another of those
scorching days, up to 28 degrees, we basked in
warm winds and a drive home hood down in our
trusty little red Midget - still 23 degrees. We were
delighted to see the tiniest sliver moon close to the
horizon on our way home, and enjoyed seeing a
marvellous dinosaur shape in the clouds too!
Sandra and Tony deserved a good turnout, after
last year's rain for the Sunset Run, their multiple route
planning forays, and last minute route changes, as they
discovered more roads closed in the CBD area on the
morning of this year's run. The drivers and navigators of a
great 20 car crowd were in good spirits as we set out from the
Cashmere Club. The route was straight forward, according to
me and Murray, but we managed to arrive earlier than some
at Nicholson Park up on Scarborough. For those who don't go
into the city (us included) much these days, it was a good
chance to have a quiet drive with very little traffic, and see
how well re-building is progressing, how much empty space
there is, and how many rumpity/munted damaged buildings
are still to be worked on.

1960 –1980 winner. Warwick & Juliana
Protherore’s MGB GT.

Pre 1960 winner. Lawrie Steere’s
MGA Twin Cam.

RESULTS
Pre 1960

1960 – 1980

1st Lawrie Steere, MGA Twin Cam

1st Warwick and Juliana Protheroe, MGB GT

2nd Steve & Wendy Brown, MG TF 1500

2nd Noel and Maria Barnes, MGB GT
3rd David and Shirley Johnson, MGB GT

1980 +
1st David and Ruth Benson, MG3
2nd Jenny Steere, MG TF1800

Overall winner

3rd Graham Inwood, MG3

David and Ruth Benson, MG3

I was surprised at myself, becoming very conscious of the
rocks seeming to loom over us in our little Midget as we drove
up Scarborough Road. It was an unexpected reminder of the Frank and Iris Sin under the old
gum tree.
earthquakes and how vulnerable we can be in some places, at
some times. However, arriving up to our picnic at Nicholson
Park couldn't have been better. The huge trees gave us shade in the hot sun, the sunset behind
the hills was photogenic with interesting cloud formations and the views of the city as lights came
on was lovely. There was lots of catching up to do for us, as we were away for the President's
BBQ. We lingered in the dusk and left for home about 9.00 after a most enjoyable gathering.
With thanks to Tony and Sandra for their planning and (re)organizing another great MG outing.
President Ted addressing the masses.
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PRESIDENT’S BBQ & CONCOURS

CASHMERE CLUB

By David Benson
This year’s events were held at the
Cracroft Guiding Centre Cashmere in
conjunction with the President’s BBQ
on the 26th of January. This was the
first time that Ruth and I had been
to this venue and we were most
impressed. It would / could be an
ideal venue for the club's Christmas
dinner.
There were 66 members present, two
cars came from Ashburton, one broke
down on the way and was assisted
back home by the AA. I did not count
the number of MGs present, but I did
see a number of other makes present.

Concours judges, Dren Errington & David Provan,
hard at work.

In tandem with the concours, a good
number of cars were entered in the
PoO. The winner, being by popular
voting, was Rick & Katherine Jones
with their red MGA Mark 2. Runnersup was Stuart & Crystal Munro’s
green TF 1500.
There were smells of the BBQ wafting
around the grounds as the concours
judging started just after 6.00pm. By
8.30 I was starting to get ready to go
home, it had been a long day with
washing, polishing, cleaning, cleaning
all the nooks and crannies, along with
vacuuming and blacking the tyres. As
we started to pack up the club captain
came up to me threatening to do bad
things to me if we left.

Peoples choice. Rick & Katherine Jones’
immaculate MGA.

There were a total of fourteen cars entered in the concours and several
times that in the PoO.
We were gobsmacked in both winning
the class and overall as well. The
question is – do we need to buy
another car to win next year?
It was a great evening of cars, fellowship, wine and food.

2nd from the front the overall winner, David & Ruth
Benson’s white MG3.
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COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

From time to time there is a need to change the date, time, and some other aspect of an
event due to weather or some other unforeseen circumstance. Please check our website
www.mgcarclubcanterbury.nz for any changes. Internet banking details page 1
Friday April 6

Club night

Cashmere Club 7.30pm

Our regular monthly meeting at the Cashmere Club, 50 Colombo Street, Beckenham. Dinner is just
$18 for a two course meal. If a committee member does not ring you and you intend to be there
please contact Jenny so that correct numbers can be sent to the caterer.
Jenny Steere 365 0151
Sunday April 15

Motorkhana

Amberley 1.00pm

Motorkhana – 4 tests to test your motoring and mental skills at this popular event, a seriously fun
afternoon followed by a BBQ to round the day off. The track will be smooth and fast.
Location – Club member Errol and Tricia Blatchford's property, 307 Purchas Road, 5.33 km north
of the 100 kph sign out of Amberley - on left at the end of the passing lanes. (Mind the Railway
crossing, no lights or barriers. Then 2.94 km down a shingle road on left – Look for “MG”
sign. Total trip time from Christchurch 45 – 50 minutes.
For alternative route – look on the website – address in the MaG.
Bob McIntosh 384 5425
.Wednesday April 18

Triple M run

Club night

Cashmere Club 7.30pm

Our regular monthly meeting at the Cashmere Club, 50 Colombo Street, Beckenham. Dinner is just
$18 for a two course meal. If a committee member does not ring you and you intend to be there
please contact Jenny so that correct numbers can be sent to the caterer.
Guest speaker Derek Cunningham, driving instructor at the AA. Derek (an ex MG owner) will
present a session to update your driving skills and knowledge. This is your chance to learn something new that will keep you safe on the roads.
Jenny Steere 365 0151

Wednesday May 16

Triple M run

Cashmere Club 10.30

A different organiser each time will take us on a ramble to a specific picnic spot, with an
occasional visit to a place of interest on route. BYO lunch or pick up refreshments on route.
Please check website or phone the organiser the week prior to the run for any alternative pick up
point for those living on the outskirts of town.
Terry & Lynn Faulkner 352 4957 021 168 4850
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please contact Jenny so that correct numbers can be sent to the caterer.
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Sat—Mon June 2—4

QBW trip to Hanmer

Peg Hotel 10.30 am Sat.

Two nights in Hanmer Springs! A large contingent expected. Relax in the pools, in a forest or in
the company of friends. Dinner Saturday night with fellow MGists. On Sunday we plan to run to
Mt Lyford for lunch, which will culminate with a traditional Kimber cake. Early booking is essential
as accommodation is in short supply. Talk to Leonid if you are thinking of going.
Leonid & Elena Itskovich 358 5990 / 022 088 0937
Sunday June 3

Kimber Run

The Peg 10.30 am

For those not heading to Hanmer for the weekend. This run will meet the Hanmer group at Mount
Lyford Lodge for lunch and a celebration of Cecil’s birthday. The lodge has choices - pay at the
time - ranging from bar snacks to full lunches priced accordingly. We need to let the lodge know the
number so please contact Ted if you plan to go.
Ted & Barbara Clarke 980 8596 021 987 527

Cashmere Club 10.30

A different organiser each time will take us on a ramble to a specific picnic spot, with an occasional
visit to a place of interest on route. BYO lunch or pick up refreshments on route. Please check
website or phone the organiser the week prior to the run for any alternative pick up point for those
living on the outskirts of town.
Andy Webster & Jane Ryder 027 229 3939

Friday May 4

Friday June 1

Wednesday June 20

Triple M run

Cashmere Club 10.30

A different organiser each time will take us on a ramble to a specific picnic spot, with an
occasional visit to a place of interest on route. BYO lunch or pick up refreshments on route.
Please check website or phone the organiser the week prior to the run for any alternative pick up
point for those living on the outskirts of town.
Charles & Dorothy Rushbrook 027 604 5386

Sunday June 24

Breakfast & morning trial

9.00am

Two Fat Possums Café 745 Weedons Ross Road, West Melton
This year we are heading to West Melton for a change of breakfast venue and different trial
scenery.
Breakfast is ~ Streaky bacon & scrambled eggs served on toasted sour dough, plus tea or coffee.
Cost $20.00 pp. If you have a separate dietary requirement then email Sandra or let her know
when putting your name down on the booking sheet.
David & Margaret Provan are setting the route, which will include some straight-line navigation. If
you are new to straight-line or need another reminder of how it works, then Sandra and Tony will
be on hand to provide a bit of training.
The route ‘should’ have you back at the Two Fat Possums Café by 11.30 – 12.00 for the de-brief
and results. For those that require it, another coffee or tea can be purchased.
If you don’t want to complete the trial, then join us for breakfast only.
Tony Reid 021 243 7412
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PRESIDENT’S BBQ & CONCOURS

CASHMERE CLUB

By David Benson
This year’s events were held at the
Cracroft Guiding Centre Cashmere in
conjunction with the President’s BBQ
on the 26th of January. This was the
first time that Ruth and I had been
to this venue and we were most
impressed. It would / could be an
ideal venue for the club's Christmas
dinner.
There were 66 members present, two
cars came from Ashburton, one broke
down on the way and was assisted
back home by the AA. I did not count
the number of MGs present, but I did
see a number of other makes present.

Concours judges, Dren Errington & David Provan,
hard at work.

In tandem with the concours, a good
number of cars were entered in the
PoO. The winner, being by popular
voting, was Rick & Katherine Jones
with their red MGA Mark 2. Runnersup was Stuart & Crystal Munro’s
green TF 1500.
There were smells of the BBQ wafting
around the grounds as the concours
judging started just after 6.00pm. By
8.30 I was starting to get ready to go
home, it had been a long day with
washing, polishing, cleaning, cleaning
all the nooks and crannies, along with
vacuuming and blacking the tyres. As
we started to pack up the club captain
came up to me threatening to do bad
things to me if we left.

Peoples choice. Rick & Katherine Jones’
immaculate MGA.

There were a total of fourteen cars entered in the concours and several
times that in the PoO.
We were gobsmacked in both winning
the class and overall as well. The
question is – do we need to buy
another car to win next year?
It was a great evening of cars, fellowship, wine and food.

2nd from the front the overall winner, David & Ruth
Benson’s white MG3.
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PRESIDENT’S BBQ & CONCOURS

SUNSET RUN

By Marie Meyer
What a perfect evening for hoods down, and an
outdoor picnic tea! After another of those
scorching days, up to 28 degrees, we basked in
warm winds and a drive home hood down in our
trusty little red Midget - still 23 degrees. We were
delighted to see the tiniest sliver moon close to the
horizon on our way home, and enjoyed seeing a
marvellous dinosaur shape in the clouds too!
Sandra and Tony deserved a good turnout, after
last year's rain for the Sunset Run, their multiple route
planning forays, and last minute route changes, as they
discovered more roads closed in the CBD area on the
morning of this year's run. The drivers and navigators of a
great 20 car crowd were in good spirits as we set out from the
Cashmere Club. The route was straight forward, according to
me and Murray, but we managed to arrive earlier than some
at Nicholson Park up on Scarborough. For those who don't go
into the city (us included) much these days, it was a good
chance to have a quiet drive with very little traffic, and see
how well re-building is progressing, how much empty space
there is, and how many rumpity/munted damaged buildings
are still to be worked on.

1960 –1980 winner. Warwick & Juliana
Protherore’s MGB GT.

Pre 1960 winner. Lawrie Steere’s
MGA Twin Cam.

RESULTS
Pre 1960

1960 – 1980

1st Lawrie Steere, MGA Twin Cam

1st Warwick and Juliana Protheroe, MGB GT

2nd Steve & Wendy Brown, MG TF 1500

2nd Noel and Maria Barnes, MGB GT
3rd David and Shirley Johnson, MGB GT

1980 +
1st David and Ruth Benson, MG3
2nd Jenny Steere, MG TF1800

Overall winner

3rd Graham Inwood, MG3

David and Ruth Benson, MG3

I was surprised at myself, becoming very conscious of the
rocks seeming to loom over us in our little Midget as we drove
up Scarborough Road. It was an unexpected reminder of the Frank and Iris Sin under the old
gum tree.
earthquakes and how vulnerable we can be in some places, at
some times. However, arriving up to our picnic at Nicholson
Park couldn't have been better. The huge trees gave us shade in the hot sun, the sunset behind
the hills was photogenic with interesting cloud formations and the views of the city as lights came
on was lovely. There was lots of catching up to do for us, as we were away for the President's
BBQ. We lingered in the dusk and left for home about 9.00 after a most enjoyable gathering.
With thanks to Tony and Sandra for their planning and (re)organizing another great MG outing.
President Ted addressing the masses.
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A LEA-FRANCIS WITH-IN THE UK MG RANKS
in something. It was tempting to go in our Triumph Stag (heater!) and in the event that might
have been a better choice, but we opted to take the LeaF as it was more in the spirit of things.
The biggest problem was that the LeaF doesn’t fit on the MG PA trailer. And so, we found ourselves travelling down to Cornwall over a 3 damp days, 330 mile journey in our 14 hp Lea
Francis Sports, finally arriving at the tour start at the rather splendid Treganna Castle Hotel.

By John McDonald

MG Owners’ tend to be slightly different from the LFOC and VSCC crowds (although there is an
overlap naturally) in that they often have a very fierce brand loyalty. It’s not unusual to see them
all togged up in their MG hats, jumpers and ties. I was a little concerned that they might be a bit
put off by the LeaF, but of course I needn’t have worried as we have lots of friends in the MG
club who were happy to see us and who were more or less interested in the car.

Firstly, thanks to all those who wrote in to name the un-named MG identities pictured last month.
With all suggesting the same names I’ll take it as read they are correct.
All pictured were on the local committee at the same time (1954), so it makes sense.

There were three days of touring
planned, the first of 85 miles
followed by two 100+ mile days
(they are pretty keen these MG
types). On day one we went on an
excellent tour of a tin mine at
Geevor, where lunch (pasties!) was
laid on for us, and then on to Land’s
End where tackiness knows no
bounds. After that we visited the
fascinating Porthcurno telegraph
museum, where the undersea
cables come ashore. This is well
worth a visit.
The next day took us to the north
Author Barny Creaser competing in his immaculate PA.
coast and included the Blue Hills
mine road section of the Land’s End trial, though we went t’other way. Of course, it was no
problem for the LeaF, but the incredibly narrow gateway at the end called for a little bit of care.
There were miles and miles of very narrow roads, many of which were lined with hawthorn. The
brakes were amply tested a few times! Somehow, we ended up down on the south coast for a
crossing of the Fal on the King Harry ferry. A very nice cream tea finished off this day after the
car had driven very well indeed.
The last touring day took us down to the Lizard for a tour of the lighthouse, and then along the
south Cornwall coast. However, whilst the tiny roads would be good in an MG Midget, it was not
such fun in the 14 Sports, so we took a longer but faster route that allowed us to meet the MGs
at critical points. That evening we had the gala dinner back at the hotel.

Old chum Nick Williams gave me some colour slides years ago, two of which show a MG TD in
his parents driveway. The registration label equates to the 1965-66 licensing year, registration
plate DV5547. Owner at the time was a Mike Potter, and that’s all we know. Have a look and see
if you can tell us more, the TD appears to have gone missing but may have survived with another
registration plate.

It was time to head home and the first hurdle was to get the car started (the normal issue with
water in the top of the coil – a 2 minute diagnosis and fix, but a bit embarrassing with all those
MGs around). The journey started in heavy rain, and after experiencing the blinding spray and
standing water on the A30, we decided to divert via quieter roads along the foggy north coast.
Once home, it took a good washing, along with the hawthorn scratches polished out of the
wings to get the LeaF back to resting in the garage. It’s had a pretty active year, especially as
the MG is still sitting in its little shed minus his engine.
The 14 hp Lea Francis Sports (1767cc) has a similar yet smaller sized body to
Sandra & Tony’s Lea Francis 21/2 litre model
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A LEA-FRANCIS WITH-IN THE UK MG RANKS

ARCHIVES

Submitted by Sandra Frame
This article appeared in the latest Lea Francis Owners’ Club publication (LFOC) and shows the
occasional cross-marque attendance among Car Clubs in the UK. (Abridged with the permission
of the author Barny Creaser, LFOC member.) There is also a report describing this Annual MMM
Register Tour to Cornwall in the latest UK MGCC Magazine ‘Safety Fast!’ (available for members
to borrow at Club Nights).

Another un-named photo was also shown, the location earlier identified as Montana. Again you
were able to suggest some of the entrants shown from a pretty grainy photo.
1: John Moulton, Wolseley 4/44, 2: Either Eric Wright or Ralph Biggs (both drove Singer 9
Sports), 3: Leon With MG TD, 4: Either Eric Wright or Ralph Biggs (both drove Singer 9 Sports),
5: Ken Tucker MG TC, 6: Gary Benson MG TD (with 4 seater body x Wheeler)
Spot the Lea-Francis (2nd from the top left)
The recent UK Lea Francis Owner’s LFOC Autumn tour turned out to include an MG TD and an
MGA, as well as various LFOC owners who also owned MGs, including myself. It happened that
the next car event that I was to attend was the MG Car Club’s Triple M Register annual tour,
which was based at St. Ives in Cornwall during the first week of October last year.
What, you might ask, has this MG event got to do with owning a Lea Francis? The answer is that,
due to my MG being incapacitated, there were sixty odd MMM MGs present and one Lea-Francis
14 Sports.
This particular tale started immediately after the 2016 annual MMM tour to Lincolnshire, when in
a fit of enthusiasm, my wife and I booked ourselves onto the 2017 Cornwall tour. It was no
problem for us to go to Cornwall as we are lucky enough to have a trailer for our MG PA Midget.
Roll forward to the Vintage & Sportscar Car Club (VSCC) winter driving tests, where the PA
developed a slight misfire that wouldn’t clear despite enthusiastic revving. I had decided to
rebuild the cylinder head, which in these little MGs is critical to developing any meaningful
power, so the misfire was an excuse to whip off the head and take a look. In the event, the
misfire turned out to be caused by a faulty plug. However, removing the head revealed significant
damage to 3 of the 4 pistons. Worse than that, having removed the crank (requiring the joining of
the Pre War Morris Minor club to borrow their puller!), I discovered that it had been ground well
beyond acceptable limits, so had to be replaced. Sadly, there is a very long waiting list for a new
crank.
We couldn’t take the MG to Cornwall, but as the place was all booked and paid for, we had to go

The last issue showed a photo of a group of MGs headed by Allan Grant’s TF. David McNabb,
still MGCC member in Christchurch but now resident in Adelaide, was quick off the mark to point
out the second car in the line up, a green MG Midget, was owned by him, and was responsible for getting him on the MG pathway.
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TRIPLE M - JANUARY
By Sandra Frame
George and Lorraine Skevington put their hands up as
organisers of the first MMM run of the year. They are old
hands at MMM runs and Lorraine had mentioned the run
would visit a local Waikuku business, called Lavender
Fields. With a lovely day and the smell of lavender promised, Tony and I headed off in the LeaF with our picnic
lunch to the start point at The Peg.

Unusually another old MG has
surfaced. It’s a 1934 PA, NZ
new, Auckland based, and
described as complete and
original. It has been off the
road since the 1960s, and the
motor needs complete reconditioning. The owner has
duplicates of the original registration papers, but tantalizingly
doesn’t show page 2 which gives all the owners names.
Registration is BJ6745, which has lapsed. Interestingly it is a matching numbers car, the
chassis number clear and legible not only on the bonnet, but also the front of the chassis.
Selected photos shown, there is a Buy Now price of $35,000. Secure your winter
project……….We would be delighted to hear more about this old survivor.

The morning’s route took us onto SH1, left along Ohoka
Road, around what I call the back-end of Rangiora
through many new housing developments and back towards the east again via West Belt. There was a clever
circle detour around the two blocks of houses that calls
itself Sefton Village. Over 5 minutes we meandered along
Wellington, Auckland and Canterbury Streets, passed the
Sefton Pub (for sale if you are interested) and returned to
the main road. Sefton is one of those, ‘blink and you miss
it’ communities, boasting a population of 1083 people at
the last census.
Lavender Fields is only a short drive down Waikuku
Beach Road where we were welcomed by owners Clare
and Kevin. In recent years they have taken over the
business from Jim Curnow, Clare’s rather enterprising
father. A few members recalled Jim from when he once
ran the ‘Dainty Inn’ tea rooms in High Street.
Lavender Fields grow 3 different types of lavender and
Above: President Ted and first
Clare manufactures and sells a range of Lavender
essential oils and products. After a brief chat about their Lady Barbara check the fragrance.
business, members were left to wander and identify the Below: Owner Kevin explaining
the oil extraction operation.
various lavender plants, admire the still used for extracting
the oil and check out the wee shop. Clare’s product is of a
very high quality and she made quite a few sales. Oscar the golden
retriever also received a fair share of attention.

Lastly another photo with little information. It’s Sybil Lupp having a fettle with her MG TC, the
supercharger clearly visible. By the look of the rear mud grips, an unsealed hill climb is
about to occur. Where? The local lads seem pretty impressed by it all.
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Our next stop was for a picnic lunch in the Skevington’s Waikuku
Beach property. By this time a few more MG cars and people had
joined us. I spotted four vehicles I had not seen before; Graham
Dendle with his Montegro (once belonged to his father), Andy
Webster with his l/h drive, rather gorgeous looking MGA and the
recently re-joined members David & Ruth Benson with their MG-ZTT station wagon. The fourth car was driven by new members, Jill &
Don Lyall, another smart looking MGA. The rain kindly held off until
we had all eaten well and relaxed. Then on cue, down it came,
sending us all quickly to our cars. It was a damp drive home, after
a lovely relaxing day.
Thank you Lorraine and George.
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MEMBER INTERVIEW - BOB & LESLEY MCINTOSH

PAUL WALBRAN MOTORS

I like breakfast – this is essential to me - fruit, muesli, yoghurt
or milk (Lewis Road), and I can do 4 Weetbix!

Attention:

What music would you have booming out of your garage/
workshop?
Lesley is a Queen fan, and I am also, along with The Eagles. I
saw The Eagles at QE11 in the rain – their Hell Freezes Over
concert in 1995. They started with ‘Hotel California’ at a
reasonable sound level. They were enjoying themselves and
they just kept on going until about midnight when finally
finishing with ‘Hotel California’ again but half more volume
again. It was just so stunning.
I also like jazz and George Gershwin music, Michael Jackson
– ‘70 & ‘80s stuff. I have also been to Symphony orchestra
concerts.
Anything Else?

Owners

If your
needs attention and you want to give it the
best care available, see NZ’s most experienced MG team:
Specialist Parts Service: 17 Brownie Rd, Laingholm, Auckland

Bob and Lesley listening to a
briefing from Stuart Castle prior
to the snow run 2016.

I am a keen photographer. I got my first camera at the age of 9
and have had quite a few cameras over the years and I still have them all along with boxes of just
about all the photos I have ever taken. I love this digital age, it allows so much diversity to create
images.

Decades of MG experience mean you get expert advice
on what you need for your car
We won’t sell you what you don’t need – unless you insist!
Thousands of stock lines of new parts mean you get your
spares sooner
Overnight nationwide service
Free extended and unconditional warranty on all parts

Contact us now for your copy of our Free Catalogue

Workshop: 1 Stock St, New Lynn.
For servicing, repairs, WoF, restoration or performance mods see us if you want:
Your MG running sweetly and reliably

Now Available!

The job done properly without dodgy
shortcuts

Electrical cable in the full range of
correct Lucas colour codes, and
terminals to match.

Other benefits of our experience – we
work faster, your car is done sooner,
you save money.

A team that’s easy to do business with:
friendly, personal service with pick-up, drop-off, & courtesy cars all available

Bob in action at the 2017 Motorkhana.

An unconditional warranty on all work done for you. In the unlikely event of a problem, we will sort
it. Properly & promptly.

Bob, when club captain,
presenting a trophy to
Dren Errington.

Paul Walbran Motors
Ph 09 817 8194
mobile 021 886 723 fx 09 817 8164
email: paul@mgparts.co.nz web: www.mgparts.co.nz;

Bob, a keen photographer.
His favourite photograph,

Leaders in Service, Advice, Value For Money

Caring for All MG Models

Mt Cook.
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ERECTING THE MGA HOOD. A light-hearted treatise.

MEMBER INTERVIEW - BOB & LESLEY MCINTOSH
The problem was – a fractured wire on the alternator
connection plug.

By Steve Toms
One of the most daunting tasks a new MGA owner can face is the yearly ritual of erecting the
hood or, as we say on this side of the Atlantic, “putting up the top”. Many misconceptions have
arisen about this operation, and one automotive magazine even went so far as to describe a new
sports car as having “the worst top we’ve seen since the last time we drove an MGA!”
Statements like this can mislead the new owner into thinking the MGA hood is difficult to erect.
Actually, the MGA has a well designed hood which can easily be erected in a single weekend.
Like most automotive projects, experience makes the job easier and some MGA clubs stage
annual “erect the hood” events where members help each other with this task. Prizes are offered
for side events such as hurling the side screens or the most creative oaths. Although the
assistance of fellow enthusiasts makes the job go easier, and a circus wagon full of acrobats
and strong men makes it
a snap, the job can be
done by one person, even
a novice, if the following
procedure is followed.
The first step is to get a
beer and read the section
of the workshop manual on
erecting the hood. This will
provide
no
useful
information
whatsoever,
but British manuals are
always entertaining and
you can spend hours afterwards speculating about
which part of your car is
the
“backlight”
the
“tonneau”, etc. (My favorite
section of the MGA manual is the description of the “anti-dazzle device”, but that has nothing to
do with erecting the hood.) The real benefit of this step is that the beer will help dull the pain of
the pinched fingers and scraped knuckles that follow. Teetotalers can achieve a similar
numbness by breathing into a paper bag until woozy.
The next step is to locate the hood. This is not as easy as it sounds, as the MGA hood is well
concealed when it’s stowed. (I’ve met a few owners who didn’t even realize their car had a
hood.) Remove the tonneau cover, tilt the seats forward, and peer into the dark recess behind
the seats. If your car is in “pristine” condition, there will be a leatherette valence with pockets for
the sidescreens behind the seats. In rare instances, there may even be sidescreens in these
pockets. although sidescreens are more commonly found rattling about in the boot, where they
can get scratched more efficiently, or languishing in a dark corner of the garage, where they’re
safe from the rain.
If your car has the valence, unfasten the “lift-the-dot” fasteners along the sides of the valence
and fold the valence over the top of the metal tonneau. (That’s the body panel just behind the
seats.) There is an old established ritual among MGA owners which requires the valence be left
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Who would you like as a passenger in your MG?
A passenger – driving off into the sunset to find a spot
in the country with a dark, clear sky and a 12 inch
telescope with a astrophysicist – Neil DeGrasse
Tyson – from TV Cosmos, Startalk and other series.
The question is, is there life beyond the stars, is there
really anyone out there?
Neil came to Christchurch last year to Horncastle
Arena and at least 3,500 people turned up. He is a
rock star in his field. He came on stage to a standing
ovation that lasted 3 to 4 minutes and had not said a
word.
You talk about Earth – the “Pale Blue Dot”. Pale Blue
Dot is a photograph of planet Earth taken on
February 14, 1990, by the Voyager 1 space probe
from a record distance of then about 6 billion
km as part of that day's Family Portrait series of
images of the Solar System. In the photograph,
Earth's apparent size is less than a pixel; the planet 2010 Lesley accepting 3rd place from
then President, Rick Jones.
appears as a tiny dot against the vastness of space,
among bands of sunlight reflected by the camera.
Voyager 1, which had completed its primary mission and
was leaving the Solar System, was commanded by NASA
to turn its camera around and take one last photograph of
Earth across a great expanse of space, at the request of
astronomer and author Carl Sagan. Voyager 1 after its
launch 40 years ago is now about 21 billion km from Earth.
Just think, that this ‘dot’ in space is so delicate and yet so
internally rugged for 7 billion plus humans, and animals
and insects and plants and MGs.
Where is my favourite holiday place?
Got to be the South Island – so many favourites, around
the coastline, Nelson, Blenheim, through Central and
the Mackenzie Country – I always stop and look and
photograph Aoraki, Mt Cook.
What is my favourite meal?
This is difficult. I like fine cuisine, generally red meat and
trimmings. A good wine to match. Pastas come into the
mix as well as BBQs. I could go on. Lesley has a leaning
towards fillet steaks and groper.
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2017 Lesley time keeping with
Margaret Provan.

MEMBER INTERVIEW - BOB & LESLEY MCINTOSH
then flat- footed it down to
Barbara's parents‘ house
at Upper Hutt. Getting
back to the South Island:
We had missed our ferry
sailing from the Tuesday,
so, Friday morning we
rocked up to the ferry
terminal - 135th in a
queue, isn't it amazing
how something sticks in
your mind. To stay in the
queue you had to report
to every ferry sailing –
four that day. In those
days there was “only”
Motorkhana - Bob digging it in.
one sailing on weekend
days - also missed out on Saturday. Sunday, the queue was decreasing and they were jamming
cars onto the ferry. Being next in the queue, the loader guy came over and measured the car.
“Sorry, you are too long” so they took the VW next in the queue – 12 inches was the difference.
Monday – got there early – got on – got home.
MGB GT (BOBSMG) 1971 – mileage heaps – purchased 2005.
Runs very well, renewed quite a few parts, fixed a few parts.
New front suspension springs and heavier sway bar, this made a power of difference.
We did have an incident several years ago on a return MG run from Hanmer. We had a good
tour up to Hanmer, lunch under the trees on the main street, a bit of a walk, a bit of a look in the
shops (Lesley was looking along with some of the girls) and then as the afternoon passed every
one left to return to Christchurch – except Lesley and myself, we went for a dip in the pools. It
was starting to get dark by the time we left and we got down to SH1 just south of Amberley and
noticed that the headlights were dimming rapidly. We got to Waikuku Shell garage and the car
died, no charge left in the battery. We were parked opposite the garage with the bonnet up. We
didn't have a torch but fiddled around under the bonnet, things pointing to the alternator dying.
A young couple pulled up beside us asking us what the problem was. After a quick explanation
he suggested, as he had a diesel, putting his battery into our car. Out came the back seat
and the floor cover, the big
battery on the boot tray and a
couple of jumper leads with
some rags wrapped around the
connections. We got home in
convoy, turning the lights off so
as not to drain the battery as his
was not the best either. On
departing the young guy said “If
you had been in one of those
Japanese things I would have
just kept on going”. He was
2005 MG TF 160.
driving a Japanese Isuzu SUV thing!
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ERECTING THE MGA HOOD. A light-hearted treatise.
loose until the third time it falls in your face while you’re wrestling with the hood, then it is secured
with a heavy object and a few curses. Owners with no sense of tradition may prefer to put a
weight on it immediately and skip the curses.
With the sidescreens and the valence out of the way, the hood is plainly visible to anyone
who bends double behind the seats with an electric torch. There it is, lurking just above the
battery compartment. (The location of the batteries is something else a new owner
doesn’t know about, and doesn’t want to believe when you show him.) Grasp the hood firmly
in the middle and
pull
it forward until it clears
the tonneau. If it binds,
jiggle it gently. When that
fails, shake it the way a
terrier shakes a rat. The
MGA hood bows are of a
unique, “double jointed”
design.
This
allows
the bows to fold double
upon themselves, so the
hood can drop down and
swing under the tonneau
for storage. Theoretically,
it also allows the hood to
swing back out and snap
into an upright position.
After swinging the hood
clear of the tonneau, raise it to its full upright position and press joint “A” toward the rear of the
car until it locks. This can be done while standing on either the driver’s or the passenger’s side.
In either case, there is an identical joint on the opposite side which also needs to be locked into
place. Walk to the other side of the car and lock that upright. This will generally dislodge the side
you started on, so walk back to that side and re-lock the upright. Naturally this will dislodge the
other side. Even experienced MGA owners can while away several hours in the garage,
walking from side to side locking the uptights. Eventually the bows will tire of this game, and both
uprights will stay locked at the same time. Now extend the header rail into its full forward position
and lock it into place by pressing upwards on joint “B”. Of course, this may unlock one or both of
the uprights, allowing the owner to repeat that portion of the procedure. Since there is an
identical joint “B” on the other side, it is easy to see why an MGA provides more entertainment
for the price than any other sports cat available today.
Once all the bows have been locked into place, carefully position the header rail so the hole on
the underside near wing-bolt “C” is directly over the post on top of the windscreen. Check to
make certain the wing-bolt is slacked off enough to make room for die windscreen post. This is
generally done by unscrewing the bolt a few turns, allowing it to drop on the floor and bounce
under the seat. It can then be retrieved with a yardstick and reinserted to its correct position in
the header rail. Press the header rail firmly against the windscreen to ensure a good seal. This
can best be done by placing both hands on top of the header and pressing down until your feet
rise six inches off the floor. Experienced owners can judge the six-inch rise by feel, novices may
wish to have an assistant check their rise against a calibrated spacer. With your free hand, reach
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ERECTING THE MGA HOOD. A light-hearted treatise.
inside the car and tighten the wing-bolt “C” until fully seated against the windscreen post.
Readers who arc particularly astute at arithmetic may wonder where this free hand came from,
as both hands were
previously engaged
pressing down on the
header tail. Generally,
the free hand comes
from a wife, a son, a
friend, or a passing
pedestrian who can be
induced
to
stop
laughing long enough
to
lend
a
hand.
Failing
that,
agile
owners can sometimes
balance their weight on
a
single
forearm
placed lengthwise
along the header rail, freeing their other hand to tighten the wing-bolt. Whichever procedure is
used, it should then be repeated on the other side.
Once both wing-bolts are secure, walk to the rear of the car and swear softly. Then unfasten the
wing-bolts, lift the header rail free of the windscreen posts, and hook the metal bar “D” at the rear
of the hood into the two retainers on the tonneau. It will generally be necessary to give the hood
a sharp tug rearward to position the bar over the retainers, a procedure which also serves to
unlock both uprights and let the hood crash to the floor of the vehicle. When all the uprights have
again been locked into place and the metal bar secured to the retainers, it is time to once again
press the header rail against the windscreen and tighten the wing-bolts.
Now that the hood is securely fastened at the front and rear, it only remains to secure the edges
to the “lift-the-dot” studs and the turn button on each side. This is a little like saying that once
Napoleon captured Germany, it only remained for him to match on Moscow. No matter how little
time has passed since you last erected the hood, you will discover that either the hood
has shrunk or the car has grown since the last fitting. As long as your fingers have the sensitivity
of a safecracker’s and the strength of vise-grips, the hood can eventually be stretched over the
lift-the-dot fasteners. One rum button can generally be fastened without too much difficulty. The
other will bend back your thumbnail and be declared not worth the effort to fasten. (Or words to
that effect.)
This completes the task of erecting the hood. If the weather really turns frosty you may want to
consider mounting the side curtains, but that is the subject of another article. In the spring,
of course, you will need to go through the ritual of “stowing the hood.” The manual says that
stowing the hood is the reverse of erecting it, but of course the manual is optimistic about a great
many things. As you struggle to cram the hood back into the recess behind the scats without scratching the window (or at least, without rendering it totally opaque), you may find yourself
wondering why you bothered to put the bloody thing up in the first place. And indeed, that is a
very valid question. Even back in the days when MGAs were routinely driven year round, many
owners abandoned the idea of putting up the top. That’s how the stereotype of the sports car
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MEMBER INTERVIEW - BOB & LESLEY MCINTOSH
The generous type of person I
am, I did organise a shopping
trip for Lesley to Melbourne one
year, just when the Australian
Formula 1 was on!!!
MG Cars I have owned.
I bought my first MG - Magnette
ZB 1958 - about 1971, and
used it as an every day car well
into the 1980s. In 1976 I moved
to Dunedin to work on a big
hospital contract, working in
the project team for mechanical
services. In Dunedin there were
about eight Magnettes ZA &
ZBs and we formed our own
A much younger Bob c1972 with the Magnette in the backunofficial MG Car club branch,
ground and doing an engine job at Bulls (Chris Amon
because “we were not classed”
country). Note the ‘budgie smugglers’.
as “sports cars” by the
incumbent club!
I left Dunedin at the end of 1984 and came back to Christchurch and it was not until 2005 that I
bought my 1971 MGB GT, and subsequently joined this MG Car Club.
The cars I have owned are the Magnette, which I sold in recent years, the MGB GT, MGF 1999
model (crashed – page 25 December 2015 MaG) and a 2005 MG TF 160 bought March 2016.
The Magnette - we did a huge mileage in this all over the South Island. My then wife Barbara and
I had a memorable trip to Auckland to stay with friends and current club members who were
based in the Air force at Hobsonville. However, on the way back down through the North Island,
south of Hunterville, we had a “knocking” sound coming from the engine. It turned out to be a
seized
#4
gudgeon
that
slogged the big end out. This
was late on a Sunday afternoon,. We got a tow into Bulls
and rocked up to an Uncle and
Aunt of mine who lived there.
Well no one could fix it for
weeks, so on the Tuesday
morning Barbara and I took the
engine out of the car, pulled it
apart, got all the necessary bits
ground, the stiffening gudgeon
released and obtained new
bits in Palmerston North. Late
Thursday afternoon we were on
the road again, ran the big
Lesley in action at Ruapuna during speed day.
ends in down to Foxton, and
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ERECTING THE MGA HOOD. A light-hearted treatise.
driver began — a hardy soul in a cloth cap who grins as he drives top down through a five county
frogchoket, describing it only as “a bit dampish”. The truth is, he wasn’t grinning because it was
that much fun to drive in the rain. He was grinning because the misery of feeling the rainwater
infiltrate his BVDs was peanuts compared to the misery of putting up the top. My personal
experience has been that winters in upstate New York occasionally require the hood, but anything
northern Indiana throws at me can be weathered with a sneer of contempt. Now that the average
MGA spends winters as “hibernation heaven” for wayward rodents, erecting the hood makes
about as much sense as changing the air in your tires. Sure you’ll get caught in a few
sprinkles, an occasional thunderstorm, and a hurricane here and there, but that’s what the cloth
cap is for. Your wife will say you look like a geek, but what does she know? That lady in the Volvo
probably had her mouth hanging open because she was amazed at how rakish you looked! And
anyway, it could be worse. You could be erecting the hood!
Thanks to our Auckland colleagues for finding this article - Ed.

Photographs - March club night

Introducing ourselves.
We have been together 12 years this year, and got married 6 years ago. When we were “young”
we went out together for a while and lived in the same neighbourhood of Avonside here in
Christchurch. I am retired from the Heating and Ventilation industry that I was in for 40+ years
doing engineering, project management, and trouble shooting. It was satisfying work and I enjoyed
it. Lesley is still working and I call her my Financial Asset!!! Seriously – she will stop sometime!
How is this for a compromise. When
we got together I said to Lesley we
can go to MG things together. She
replied with – “you can go and do
dance lessons!” - and now we go
dancing a lot.
We used to go round all the dance
halls in the ‘60s – The Caledonian,
Town & Around, Laredo, and others.
We also did lessons at Sid & “Lady”
Hollis's studio above Federal Motors in
Manchester Street.
I am a total romantic, I cry at the
movies, Lesley is a Virgo – she is so
organised, I am not so, but, learning.
Bob and his then 1999 MGF.
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Clock wise from above: An attentive audience during
Lawrie Steere’s presentation.
Neil Struthers and Graham Inwood in deep discussion.
David Johnson, Grant & Jenny Sutherland and Charles
Rushbrook.
Brothers Lance & Terry Faulkner confer.
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MG CENTENARY

CLUB CAPTAIN’S REPORT

For many years across the MG community 1924 has been taken to be the year when the first
MG cars were made and sold. Some have put the case for recognition in later years – 1925/6/7
– and have given reasons for doing so. In the main though, 1924 has been the accepted year
and has been the basis of past anniversaries which have been celebrated by both MG clubs,
and the various parent manufacturers of MGs.
The 1924 date has been based upon the modified ‘Bullnose’ Morris Oxford cars of 1924 which
have been known as the 14/28s and accepted as the first ‘MGs’. It has been known for a long
time that a car prior to the 14/28 was commissioned by Cecil Kimber – founder of MG, and from
early 1922 manager of the Morris Garage in Queen Street, Oxford. Kimber ordered six Morris
Cowley chassis from the Morris works, had some modifications made to these chassis at the
Alfred Lane workshop in Oxford, and ordered bodies from Raworth & Co. based in St. Aldates,
Oxford. None of these six cars have survived, and nor – until 1998 – had details of the
alterations made to these cars.
The MG community tended to be divided on the Raworths between those who felt the 14/28s
and the 1924 date was the correct one, and those who believed that the Raworths should
receive recognition as the first MGs – in concept, if not realisation. The 14/28 school had the
advantage of surviving cars which could be compared to the standard Morris versions and the
modifications identified, along with the very different Kimber-inspired bodies. The 14/28 school
were reluctant to acknowledge the significance of the Raworths because there was an absence
of evidence that they were more than bespoke-bodied Morrises.
The 1923 view was not helped by the fact that the Raworths were a commercial failure, unlike
the 14/28s. It has become apparent that this difference over the Raworths vs. the 14/28s can
now be resolved due to the considerable efforts of The Early MG Society and in particular
researches in the Oxford County and City archives by the late Robin Barraclough and by Phil
Jenkins. Of the twenty-one mechanical differences between the standard Morris Oxford chassis
and those sold as Morris Garages Sports (14/28), there is general agreement that the
significant differences were in the lowering of the rear springs and the alteration of the angle of
the steering column by relocating (March 2018 Tappet Chatter 37) the steering box. In
themselves these alterations do not appear very significant, but crucially it meant that the
chassis sat lower, and the driver sat lower and further back. This in turn enabled the bodies to
be different from anything currently available in the Morris Motors catalogue. Research in the
Oxford City and County archives, especially microfilm copies of newspapers and magazines –
finally revealed some of the alterations which had been made to the Raworths prior to their
bespoke bodies being manufactured. The crucial changes, which have allowed the 14/28s to be
recognised so far as the ‘first’ MGs, were, it has been shown, made also to the Raworths a year
earlier. The documentation supporting this had lain in the archives for nearly 75 years. The
Raworths were overpriced, lacked sufficient distinction, and were a commercial failure, but they
were Cecil Kimber’s first attempt – along with the support of his employer Sir William Morris – to
create the first MG.
The current governing Board of the MG Car Club (UK) has made a careful and thorough
examination of the evidence, and arrived at the conclusion that the year 1923 can indeed be
regarded and celebrated as the founding year of the MG marque. While the available evidence
is not absolutely conclusive, the first Raworth MG was most likely registered on 1st June 1923
with the Oxford authority as FC5581. It is also recognised however that 1924 was the year
when the first successful MG was manufactured – the 14/28. Without the success of Cecil
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MGS I HAVEN’T SEEN
Like many MGCC members, Tony & I seem to travel
out of Christchurch a lot. This allows me to people
watch, bird watch, car watch and in general be a
nosey parker from the car. I have many skills in this
area. So, it is with some experience I can claim that
outside Christchurch MG cars are thin on the road.
For most owners they are no doubt garaged well and
not used as the daily car.
This conclusion is not necessarily fair, my travels are
frequently on back roads, walking tracks and most
recently completing a biking trail as part of the
Cavalcade. 250km of cycle tracks, abandoned rail
and wagon routes, hard packed beaches and miles of
shingle farm roads is not conducive to driving MGs;
but with over 1400 kms by car to the Catlins and up
through Central there were only 2 MGs seen on the road.

A green MGF cruised down the ‘main’ street of Nasby as I was having breakfast coffee to
counter the overnight 40 temperature. An exciting start to our day driving over the Danseys Pass
to check out how MG friendly the road will be for a MGCC trip there next year. We only met 3
vehicles on the 47km shingle section of the Pass. The quickest and most entertaining was a
farm SWB ‘side-by-side’ (as opposed to a quad-bike) with 2 big country blokes in the front and a
couple of trussed up ewes filling most of the tray. That left minimum room for the 24 legs of the
6 heading dogs to find purchase on the roof top and the backs of the sheep; likely their dinner.
I had all but given up MG spotting when along Centaurus Road we caught up to a lovely orange
MGB GT, wearing racing No 72. (On the Register as an Auckland car.) My MG counting does
not exclude those on a trailer!

When I visit family in Warkworth or friends in Nelson, I can be guaranteed to see an MG or three
out for a drive. These are the sort of places where you might be tempted to use your MG to run
down to the shops and get the milk.
My best place for spotting MGs has to be while having my regular Sunday morning coffee with
friends at the Pub-Café at the Centaurus Road/Dyers Pass roundabout. There is a very high
concentration of Canterbury MGCC members living up the hill or in the surrounding suburbs and
a lovely Sunday morning brings them and non-members out in their cars. Of course, this
intersection has a stream of road cyclists, mountain bikers, motorcyclists and all other 4
wheeled petrol heads passing through. I can observe all manner of interesting and sometimes
eye-wateringly expensive vehicles. Then, there are people and kids and dogs walking by. If
you are ever bored, then I recommend this place for ‘spotting’ reminiscent of your childhood.

Sandra Frame
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EDITORIAL
As you read this editorial around 130 MGists
from around the country will be in Timaru for
the 2018 National Rally. It promises to be a
great event (I have never been to a bad MG
event yet) and we will have a full report and
photographs in the next issue of the Canterbury
MaG.
There has been some excellent feedback in
recent times around some of our articles, both
John McDonald and I continue to get emails
and calls with bits of information. Recently
David McNabb, a member who lives in Adelaide, noticed a background midget in one of John’s
archives articles (See Archives page 20), that he used to own and he also tells us that was the
car that started him on his MG journey. David is heading to Tasmania at Easter, along with
Warwick and Juliana Protheroe, for the Australian MG National Rally and David has promised
a few words and some photos for our next MaG.
I also had a request for a copy of the cover photograph of Roger Foy’s MG BGT from Garth
Madden of Ashburton. Garth used to own the vehicle.
It is always great to know some people read the MaG!!!!!!
When I took over as honorary editor of the Canterbury MaG nearly five years ago, the retiring
editor said to me there was only one rule – never put in the MaG a photograph or article of
anything other than an MG. So I guess I need to pre-warn you that on page 12 there is an
article, sourced by Sandra Frame, written by a Lea-Francis owner. To mitigate, the best I can,
any heresy proceedings that might be filed against me I need to tell you that Barney Creaser is
also a committed MGist.
After the Christmas break our first monthly club night of 2018 was held at the beginning of
March with another huge turnout. There has been a modest price increase for the two course
meal which I think is the first for many years. Most car clubs in New Zealand would be envious
of us getting around seventy people to a monthly dinner/club night.
The member interview this issue features Bob & Lesley McIntosh and, like previous
interviewees, they have a great MG story to tell. I thank them for the time they have put into
sourcing photographs and information. John McDonald has again come up with an interesting
archives article and I thank him for that.

Kimber’s second attempt at a sports car his employer, William Morris, would not have provided
the £16,000 necessary to build the first bespoke MG factory in Oxford (Edmund Road) and
ensured the future of the marque. It seems entirely appropriate therefore that the 14/28 and 1924
should also receive celebratory recognition. With these two aims in mind it has been decided that
the centenary year should start in June 2023 and last until June 2024. In this way Cecil Kimber’s
vision as well as his successful realisation of the MG are both recognised.
Peter Cook MG Car Club U.K. Overseas Director 11/12/201

Chronology.
Below are listed some of the key events in the early evolution of the MG marque
1922

March

Kimber appointed General Manager of The Morris Garages, Oxford.

1922

Late

Old Mews in Alfred Lane acquired for assembly of Morris Garages Cowley
Chummies, and then used for production of MGs 1924-5.

1923

Feb

Morris Garages Cowley Chummy produced at Alfred Lane

1923

Easter

London – Land’s End trial, CK wins gold medal in Morris Garages Cowley
Chummy

1923

March

First advertisement with Octagon mark.

1923

Mid

Six, two seater sporting bodies ordered from Raworth; Cowleys.

1924

Easter

London – Land’s End trial, gold medal in a Raworth Cowley Chummy.

1924

May

‘MG’ trade-marks and patents claimed retrospectively from this date.

1924

June

London – Edinburgh trial, gold medal in a Bullnose Morris 14/28 Morris Garages
Super Sports, reg. MF8068

1925

Easter

London – Land’s End trial gold medal in Kimber special, reg. FC7900

1926

Sept

Announcement of Flat Rad 14/28 MG

1926

Nov.

W. Morris wins appeal against the Inland Revenue.

1927

May

Construction of Edmund Road factory.

1927

August

23rd, first batch of chassis collected from Morris Motors for 14/40 production at
Edmund Road.

1928

March

MG Car Co (proprietor Morris Garages Ltd) formed.

1928

April

MG Octagon registered as trade mark.

1930

July

MG Car Company Ltd registered.

I also thank all of those who have supplied event reports and photographs. Thanks also to the
Auckland MGCC, Canberra MGCC and Newcastle MGCC.
Again thanks to Val and Judith Bain for their valuable behind the scenes input into the
Canterbury MaG. It would be a much lesser magazine without them involved.
I will catch you at an MG event very soon.

This summary is a brief overview of a far more detailed paper. Anyone who would like to
read the full paper should contact me: – petercookdr@btinternet.com.

David Blackwell

Thanks to the Canberra MGCC.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

MG SIX SPORTS

As a newcomer coming into this job after only four or five
years in the club I am constantly reminded how little I know
about the MG marque, and more importantly about the
history of our club and the other clubs in New Zealand and
overseas. I’m even more reminded of what an absolute
wealth of knowledge resides with some or our earlier (I’m
not going to say older!) members and how willing they are
to pass it on to the newer kids on the block.

During some of my recent discussions about the formation
of MG clubs here and overseas – particularly Britain – it
became apparent to me that the aims and workings of our
club forty or fifty years ago were very different to what they
are today. Quite understandable when you think about it
when a “new” car was probably a T and Bs were on the
drawing board or very new. Maintenance was something
we did ourselves and speed and racing were the main
objects of owning an MG.
Nowadays we spend large amounts of money and effort to bring our classic MGs back to the
standard they were when they came out of the factory and most of us are reticent to hoon them
around the raceway, preferring to drive them more sedately and have them admired for their
beauty. Is this, I wonder, some of the reasons why we don’t attract younger people into
membership of our club? The need for speed, I suppose it’s called, and it’s still there fifty years
later.
The history of our club is vitally important but no more so than the club’s future and it is equally
important that we – the current members and your committee – consider how we can attract the
new and younger people into membership. I know my 16 year-old grandson looks with envy at
my ageing B but his interest is in driving it and making a noise rather than chewing the fat over a
Cashmere Club dinner every month. I wonder what we, as a club, should be putting in place to
welcome youngsters like him into the club without boring the socks off them. The subject of
generational differences is as old as the hills and we don’t have to think back too many years to
remember what we were like as youngsters ourselves – although our memories may be a little
jaundiced!!! This subject has doubtless been discussed by committees and members before
my time but perhaps it needs to be talked about and acted upon again.
How about a grandparent/grandchild day??
Or an age graded motorkhana where youngsters are encouraged to bring their friends??
Both thoughts right off the top of my head but there must be many other good ideas out there.

Ted Clarke
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REGIONAL CONTACTS
Ashburton

Timaru

FREE
contact us today for your

Bronwyn McMurtrie &
Andrew Hewitt

94 Beach Road, Ashburton.

03 308 6252

Scott & Kris Errington

422 Wai-iti Rd, Timaru.

03 686 2521

no obligation consultation

Andrew Webster

Page 2

Patrick Clemenger
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CLUB EVENTS

CLASSIFIEDS

Cover photo
Late model MGs at the 2018 Concours and
President’s BBQ.

April
For Sale: Wood rim steering wheel

Friday 6

Club night

Comes with boss kit off ‘74 MGB

Sunday 15

Motorkhana

Wednesday 18

Triple M run

Unmarked and only $300
Phone Terry 03 3524 957

Contents

May

Friday 4

Club night

Wednesday 16

Triple M run

New Members
Barry & Clare Ede
Jonathan & Sarah Patrick
Colin & Glenis Rae
Pamela Galbraith

RD 1 Christchurch
Geraldine
Christchurch
Christchurch

June

MGF
MG BGT
MG Magnette
MG Midget

A very warm welcome to the club.
We hope to see you often, enjoying the Marque of Friendship.

19 Paddies go to the cinema. The ticket lady asks, “Why so many of you?”
Mick replies, “The film said 18 or over.”
I went to the cemetery yesterday to lay some flowers on a grave. As I was standing there I
saw 4 grave diggers walking about with a coffin. Three hours later they are still walking
about with it. I thought to myself, they’ve lost the plot.

Club contacts

2

President’s report

3

Editorial

4

Club Captain’s report

5

Member interview

6

Triple M January

11

A Lea-Francis with-in the ranks

12

Sunset run

14

Coming events

16

President’s BBQ / Concours

18

Archives

20

Friday 1

Club night

Erecting an MGA hood

24

Sat—Mon 2—4

QBW Hanmer

MG Centenary

28

Sunday 3

Kimber run

Classifieds / New members

32

Wednesday 20

Triple M run

Sunday 24

Breakfast & trial

(Please note : The MG desktop calendar has
June 23 twice)

MG CAR CLUB (CANTERBURY CENTRE)
P.O. Box 1775, CHRISTCHURCH 8140
Editor : david.blackwell@xtra.co.nz

Just got back from my mate’s funeral. He died
after being hit on the head with a tennis ball.
It was a lovely service.

Secretary: mgservicecentre@xtra.co.nz
WEBSITE: www.mgcarclubcanterbury.nz
OUR BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER: 02-0865-0020158-00
CLOSING DATE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE: May 4
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VEHICLE VALUATION

MG CAR CLUB (CANTERBURY CENTRE) INC

THE CANTERBURY MaG
April / May 2018

From

$16,990 + ORC

THE MARQUE OF FRIENDSHIP
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